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hours which could be ſpared from the 


various 6ccupations of a buſy life, have 


been devoted to a liberal and uſeful pur- 


ſuit: nor ſhall I. have. laboured unpro- 


fitably, if I. but ſtimuläte perſons of 


greater abilities, and more enlarged ex- 


perience, to improve and perfect what I 


have begun. 5 


Whenever my ſubjeR- bas led me to 
an | elucidation of the diſtinguiſhing 


| tenets of-our belief, it will be found that 
Thave neither ridiculed; nor cenſured. 
the religious opinions of other men, My 


views, in ſometimes treating of ſpecula- 


tive points; have ever been confined to 


the taking: off from our doarines' that 
falſe colouring with which they have beem 


disſigured and injured by ignorance; pre- 
. 
have no natural reliſn; but am deſirous, 
at the ſame time, to unfald to the world 
coolly and ingenuduſhy, the real tenets of 


the religion which profeſs. -| Amongſt 
every.ſeQ of Chriſtians, the leading prin- 


5 _ of - W are * the-ſame : 


os. 5 thele | 


- 


L. . [Tt 
ales therefore; Wenn 11 e en. 


deavoured to inculcate. 3 Conſident that 1 


thoſe who ſincerely defire and ſeek ws 


know the Divine will, and are careful to 


| regulate their actions, and the affettions 


of their hearts, by the viſdom Wich 
* have already received, cannot fail 


n 


to ſee all men, however v various "is re- 


ligious creed, mutually loving, cheriſh- 


ing, and affiſting one another, and walk- 
ing through the chequered paths of this 
mortal life in harmony and] peace. 

As I am not ambitious of any other 
merit in this undertaking, beſide that of 
' preſenting the Public with a judicious 
compilation, 1 have employed the pro- 


Adudtions of other writers on, moral ſub- 


jects with the utmoſt freedom. The 
Fathers, particularly. St. Chryſoſtom, 
have furniſhed many ideas. The plan, 


= » 


and ſome paſſages of the. ſeventh Ser- 


mon in this volume, are taken from the 


beautiful and eloquent compoſitions of 
odor Blair. To e I am 
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rmsr SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 


"Gus the Govern Jadgement. | 


The Amy wy Heaven ſhall be READ 7 
tuen they ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming 
in @ cloud, with 46. Bower and ma- 

10%. Luke xxi. 26. 


= 


3 UL and tremendous is the ſcene 
which is ſet before us in this goſpel: Aa 
fcene in which you and I, my brethren, - 


each of us here aſſembled, muſt -bear a 
part. The great day of final judgement, 
with the ſtriking and dreadful circum « 
ſtances by which it is attended, is deſ- 


cribed and painted to our imaginations: _ 


| the day on which we ſhall all ſtand at the 
bar of. divine juſtice, and there receive 
a definitive ſentence : the day on which 
Vo 3 B | this 


\ 


/ 


a 


= T2353 -: 

this earthly dwelling, with all its com- 
forts, its pomps and its ſplendours, and 
all its diſtreſſes too, its troubles and 
miſeries, ſhall paſs away; When nothing 
ſhall remain of all we loved and coveted 
on earth, nothing but virtue to. ſupport 
us and give us conſolation: the day on 


which the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be 


revealed, and every conſcience laid open 
to the inſpection of the whole world ; 
on which Feſus will finally accompliſh 
the great work of Redemption, and 
completely eſtablifh his dominion over 
the whole creation : to the juſt, a day 
of peace and. conſolation, joy and tri- 
umph; to the ſinner, the hour of ca- 
lamity, bittereſt anguiſh, and eternal 
- The image of this laſt and formidable 
event, ever prefent to the minds of the 
ſervants of God, animated their courage 
to withſtand-the aſſaults of every temp- 
tation, and to ſubdue every obſtacle in 
the way of virtue, that they might, on 
that day, {ecure to themſelves a favour- 
Lic! 5 Ps able 


— 


able iſſue. The thought of final Judges - | 
ment ſupported the martyrs in their tor- 
ments and. agonies, and inſpired the ten- 
dereſt virgins with heroic fortitude; This 
thought diſpels, for the ſolitary, all the 
horrors of a deſert: this thought has 
moved ſo many virtuous ſouls in every =» 
age, to fly from the contagion of that 85 
World, which ſhall then be judged and 
condemned; that they might guard their 
innocence, and lay up a treaſure of = 
virtue- for their paper in che 1 5 
ſcene. 
Lon een beloved Chriſtians you who 
are ſo little accuſtomed to think ſeriouſly 
A ras eternal concerns, you cannot 
look fe forward without trembling on this 
awful and calamitous ſpectacle. When 
you hear it deſcribed to you, a ſecret: 
horror chills your blood; you feel emo- 
tions in your breaſt too big for utterance. | 
But, alas! chis is your misfe tune: fiekle 
and inconſtant, you have frequently: | 
cheriſhed for a moment theſe falutary _ 
3 you have been troubled. 
„„ = 


* 


E £ I] 
you have been terrified at the view of. 
zudgement 3 but quickly after, ſome 
ſmiling image, ſome ſeducing charm of 
_ wordly vanity has engaged your attention, 
has baniſhed your fears, and lulled you 
again into your former deſtructive tran- 
quillity. 

Oh, divine Saviour! ah that be the 
only effect of this exhortation alſo? To 
terrify for a moment, and be quickly 
forgotten ; and therefore only ſerve to 
increaſe the guilt of thoſe that liſten to 
it? Forbid it, merciful Lord! Join 
with me, my brethren, in that prayer 
before the Throne of Grace; and then 
give me ſo earneſt an attention, while 1 
endeavour to lay before you an imperfect 
lketch of that to which you yourſelves 
muſt one day be witneſſes, that the re- 
membrance may never be blotted out 
from your minds, but may guide and 
govern you in . the e of your: 
future lives. ; 

I. At a time fixed ad anal by $ 
. impenetrable decrees of divine wiſ- 
8 dom, 


E 
dom, when that eternal Being who firſt _ 
called the world out of nothing, by his 
omnipotent word, will, by the ſame 
word, deſtroy all its order and beauty, 
and command it to return to its ancient 
chaos; men ſhall behold ſuch unheard-of 
and terrible prodigies throughout the 
whole creation, that they ſhall. witzer 
away through fear and dreadful expecta- 
tion. The ſun ſhall withdraw his light; the 
ſtars fall from the firmament. Violent 
earthquakes ſhall convulſe the globe to 
its very centre: even the powers of 
heaven -ſhall tremble. The ſea ſhall 
burſt tempeſtuous over its accuſtomed 
limits, while the roaring and foaming of 
its raging billows ſhall ſtrike terror and 
conſternation into every heart. All ſhall 
be dread, confuſion, and horror, when 
nature is ſtruggling in the pangs of death. 
Theſe prodigies ſhall be ſucceeded by 
an univerſal conflagration. The heavens 
and the earth which are now; ſays St. Pe- 
ter, are reſerved unto fire againſt the day 
ö 4 * and perduon of the nen 

| B 3 DN, men 


e unſubſtantial, how empty, how 


1 6 7 
men.. . . Tie day of the Lord ſhall come. 
in which the heavens ſhall paſs away with 
great violence, and the elements ſhall be 
melted with heat, and the earth, and the 
works that are in it, ſhall be burnt up. 
(2. Pet. iii.) Men will behold the world 
all on fire around them, the heavens co- 
vered with thick darkneſs, and the earth 
overflowed with rivers of flaming ful phur. 
Then the monuments of human pride, 
the ſplendid palaces, the fuperb edifices, 
all the works which the vanity of men 
_ .. deemed immortal, ſhall periſh toge- 
ther, hall * een * n 2 
y Behold-diwtormef alt WO 
See, you that are enamoured of riches 
and extenſive poſſeſſions, of worldly | 
diſtinctions, pomp and Iplendbur, - fee 


tranſitory is all the greatneſs and happi- 
neſs of this world! All that the heart 
of man can love upon earth; whatever 
glitters in the eye of hope, or fools the 1M 
| n e will at on Se ecor 3 


„ 

the fuel of devouring flames. How will 
the lovers of this world ſtand aghaſt in 
the midſt of this accumulated deſtraction! 
Themſelves naked, friendleſs, comfort- 
leſs! Whither ſhall they look for con- 
ſolation? what ray of hope remains * 
Alas! all that they built upon is gone; 
is ſunk in ruin. Shall they caſt their 
anxious thoughts towards a future world? 
More terrible ſtill is the proſpect on that 
fide, than the evils with which they are 
now furrounded. The diffolution of 
nature forwarns them of the coming of. 
their Judge. But they have nothing to 
preſent before him in their own favour : 
| they have through life inſulted his ado- 
rable majeſty, deſpiſed his goodneſs, and 
abuſed all his benefits. Whither fhall 
they run, wretched and loſt creatures? 
They wiſh to be deſtroyed with the world; 
to be annihilated : : they call to the moun- 
tains to fall upon them, and to the hills : 
to cover them from before the face of 
his wrath—but in vain. They muſt meet 

the nic of his countenance, and be the 
: | „ lamentable 


1 
lamentable b of his eternal in- 
dignation.— Oh! my beloved friends, 
in this hour of terrors, nothing but 
your virtues can ſupport you. If you 
wiſh to ftand ſecure and  undiſmayed 
amidſt the ruins of the univerſe, let virtue 
be all you covet here below. Virtue 
Vill never fail you. While all things 
elſe are deſtroyed around you, the good 

works you treaſure up in this life will 5 
not be conſumed; the fire which rages 
on every fide, will give: them greater 
luſtre: Make God your friend; unite 
yourſelves to him; eling faſt to his pro- 
tection in this life: and your Judge tells 
you to lift up your heads in triumph on 
that day: becanfe Jour; een is a4 
hand. . ' 
411. At e of; . — 
the Archangel ſhall ſound the trumpet; 
which, with a clangour far more widely 
_ reſounding than peals of loudeſt thunder, 
ſhall pierce the ſilent monuments of the 
dead, ſhall be heard in the depths of the 
ſea, proclaiming: the dread ſummons ; : 
wipe L's 2 Ariſe 


ES — 
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Ariſe, ye tat and come to judgement. 
That inſtant, the graves and the tombs 
ſhall deliver up the bodies depoſited in 
them; the ſea ſhall give up her dead; 
and, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, all the children of Adam, e the 
firſt to the laſt, ſhall be clothed in their 
| own fleſh, and aſſembled together. All 

ſhall reſume again their bodies, but with 
this difference: the bodies of the juſt ſhall 
be arrayed in beauty and ſplendour more 
glorious than that of the ſun when it ſhines 
in meridian brightneſs ; whereas the 
wicked, on that day, ſhall be united to 
bodies hideous and loathſome, expreſſive 
of the inward deformity and vileyels of 
their criminal fouls. = _ 3 
5 Think with what reluQance, 3 
what anguiſh, the wicked will enter 
again into their bodies, the partners and 
the inſtruments. of their guilt : not now 
to enjoy their former ſenſual delights; ; 
not to taſte again their-criminal pleaſures; 
but to be judged for them, to be con- 
demned for them, to reap the bitter fruits 
| B 5 gh 


= 
of them for ever: when the very fight 
of their bodies ſhall remind them of-alt 
the enormities of which they were guilty 
in them: when they muſt appear before 
their Judge with all the marks and the 
inſtruments of their wickednefs about 
them: with thoſe members which they 
had made the ſervants of uncleannels ; 
thoſe eyes which have fo often ſparkled 
with rage againſt their fellow creatures z 
thoſe hands ſtained with blood, or con- 
taminated with rapine, robbery, and 
every ſpecies of injuſtice; that tongue 
which they had made the inſtrument of. 
Y blaſphemies, lies, and pexjuries, or the 
vehicle of detraftions and calumnies. 
What will the drunkard, the impure, 
the voluptuary then feel, when thoſe 
appetites, to which they had ſacrificed 
"their conſcience, ſhall now prove their 
miſery and their torture throughout eter- 
: nity? What will be the feelings of thoſe 


among the ſofter ſex, who, in their life- 


time, have idolized the beauty of the 
body; have made its ornament and de- 
$* 7 coration 


E 

coration the chief object of their atten- 
tion and ſtudy; have, by their criminal 
levity and vanity, endeavoured to en- 
kindle the flames of impure love in the 
hearts of thoſe who beheld them what 
will be their feelings, when now their 
charms ſhall be all extinguifhed, their 
beauty blaſted for ever, md bey become 
objects of horror to themſelves as well 
as to the whole aſſembly of men UF 
angels! | 
When the wicked were upon earth 

beholding the modeſty, the ſimplicity, 

the humility, the diſengagement from 
*earthly attachments, and the love of 
retirement which appeared in the juſt; 
_ beholding their countenances pale with 
faſting, their bodies ſubdued by auſte- 
Tities, or bearing the marks of an induſ- 
trious attention to the honeſt labours of 
their calling; they laughed them to ſcorn: 
they called their conduct weakneſs, dul- 
neſs, ſtupidity : the ſervants of God 
were the butt, againſt which every ſhaft 


of ridicule was conſtantly pointed. Ah! 
| | [a Q . 


F u 1 | 
but in the laſt day, the juſt ſhall ſand 
with conſcious firmneſs againſt thoſe who 
have afflited them, or derided their 
labours. Virtue, though here timid, 
__ cautious, and frequently compelled to 
| hide her head, that ſhe may avoid the 
inſults and outrages of the world, ſhall 
then,appear in all her native dignity, and 
confound her oppoſers. The wicked, 
ſeeing it, ſhall be troubled with terrible 
ear... ſaying within themſelves, repent- 
ing and groaning for anguiſh of ſpirit... 
we fools eſteemed their life madneſs, and. 
their end without honour. Behold, how © 
they are numbered among the children . 
God, and their lot is among the Saints! 
Wu. R 
Here, let us pauſe awhile, my friends. 
Did not ſad experience evince the truth 
of it, could it be ſuppoſed poſſible, that 
a thinking being ſhould ruſh deliberately 
into all this miſery, for the enjoyment 
of alittle caſe and pleaſure here on earth, 
which, at beſt, is of very ſhort 8 
and mingled with many ſorrows; that a 


[ 233 1 
man who uſes his reflexion ſhould ex 
poſe hiwſelf to this everlaſting ignominy, 
In order to avoid a little ſhame and con- 
fuſion in this world? What a horrible 
ſituation ! had virtue no charms in itſelf; 
were it attended by no pleaſures—and . 
truly it has charms, my brethren ; it is 
ſurrounded by pleaſures; in its abſence 
nothing can give us real pleaſure: yet 
were virtue all gloom, anguiſh, ſorrow, 
and painful ſlavery ; who would not 
_ cheerfully embrace it for the ſhort day 
of this mortal life, when its end is fo 
glorious, its fruits ſo ſweet, ſo delightful, 
in the never- ending day of eternity ? 
Who would not cultivate the graces and 
beauties of the mind, which, in a future 
life, will be crowned with immortal glory, 
and reflect, even on the body, a luſtre 
which ſhall never fade? Ah! the wicked 
will wiſh they had made this choice; 
but they will wiſh in vain.” If you wiſh 
now, my brethren, it will not be in vain; 
the time of mercy has not yet expired. 
Run to Your; God without delay; em- 
brace 


Tal 
brace "TM goodneſs; ; lay your crimes at. 
his feet; lament them now with heart- felt 


compunktion, and ſwear to him, from 


this moment, eternal allegiance. 
Tie Judge takes his ſeat upon 
2 thie clouds; and methinks I ſee the holy 
and devout ſouls, in the higheſt raptures 
and extaſies of joy, embracing and com- 
forting one another at the appearance of 
their Lord/ Here comes the bleſſed 


| Jefus! it is he himſelf, they will ſay, the 


true image of God, the very ſplendour - 
of his glory. Oh! how unlike the Babe 
of Bethlehem ! how unlike the man of 
Sorrows, who expired on Mount Cal- 
vary! This is the blefſed day for which 
we have ſo long hoped : let us go forth 
and meet him with uplifted heads. He 
comes to judgement: but let thoſe trem- 
ble at judgement who have violated his 
laws. We have been faithful to him; 1 
ve are his own: and now he is come to 
own us for his, in the preſence « of men 
and angels, and to receive us to himſelf, 
uu _ he is, we alſo may > oo. 


— 


But 


— 


E 

But can I attempt to deſcribe the tu- 
mults, the diſtraction of the finner's 
mind, the agonies that will tear his heart, 
When he ſhall ſee himſelf on the point of 
being condemned by him who died for 
the falvation of man? The very ima- 
gination of it, my beloved, amazes and 
confounds me. To be damned is dread- 
ful indeed: but to be damned by the 
Saviour of the world oH there is the 
eternal ſting! When Jeſus fhatt ſh6w 
the wicked thoſe hands and feet which 
were pierced for their ſalvation, that 

_ gaping wound from which affued forth a 
ſtream of grace to cleanſe and purify 
their fouls : I might have been faved, 
vil the finner cry out; 1 might cafily 


"A have been ſaved. He that is now my 


judge, and ſo terrible a judge, once ſhed 
his blood for me: he purchaſed for me 
a place among thoſe bleffed forts, who 


are now to be exalted to- never-ending | 
glory in his kingdom. And now, wretch 
that I am! I muſt be condemned, ac- 
curſed, by the Saviour of the world. 
e 5 1 10 
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The rage, the fury, which will acom- 
pany theſe reflexions, is not to be ex- 
preſſed in any language. Oh! Lord of 
mercies, let none of us, that are here 
Preſent, ever feel it. | 
IV. The Judge 3 now ed, 
and ſurrounded by his heavenly hoſts, 
will command a ſeparation to be made, 
which will at laſt, fully repair the difor- 
der and confuſion which now prevail in 

the world. Here the juſt,. and the 
friends of God, are often deſpiſed and 
oppreſſed: frequently they are left to 
pine in indigence; they go ſorrowing | 
through life : while the wicked taſte all 
its ſweets; are raiſed in diſtinguiſhed 
pre- eminence; revel in coſtly and luxu- 
rious pleaſures; and only their favour, 

their notice and eſteem, is valued and . 
courted. All this, the providence of 

| God permits to take place for wiſe and 
good ends. But now the ſcene ſhall be 
changed, and order re-eſtabliſhed. God, 
by the miniſtry of his angels, will cauſe 


. od to be e from the bad, * 
and 


. 9 4 


and place the one at his right hand; the 
other at his left. A diſtinction will thus 
be made, heretofore unexampled. To 
determine on which ſide you are to ſtand, 
my brethren, you will not be aſked your 
name, your pedigree, your titles, your 
dignities, your profeſſion, your employ- 
ments. All this will then be of no con- 
ſequence. Enquiry only will be made, 
whether you are innocent or criminal? 
Ihe prince and the ſubject, the poor and 
the rich, the conqueror and the con- 
quered, may ſtand together in equal ho- 


nour. The diſtinctions of this world will 


then be accounted no diſtinctions. There 
Hall be no difference, but that which 
virtue makes. The wheat ſhall be ſe- 
parated from the chaff; veſſels of honour 
from veſſels of ignominy ; in a word, 
the good only from the wicked, on this 
5 of juſt retribution. 5 
A cruel ſeparation, my bretnren! The 
parent ſhall be torn from the tender em- 
braces of his child; the friend from the 
boſom of his friend; | huſbands and wives, 
brothers 
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brothers and relations, companions and 


intimates, the moſt endeared to each 
other, ſhail then be eternally ſeparated: 


one ſhall be taken, the other ſhall be 
left: one exalted to the right hand in 
joy and triumph; the other ignomi- 


niouſſy dragged to the left. The cruel 


hand of death, which ſnatches from us 
the deareſt objects of our love and fond- 


neſs, cannot take from us this conſoling 


hope, at leaſt; that one day we ſhall 
de again united to them. But here that 
hope is loſt : the wicked ſhall no longer 
have either relation, 3 ena : child. or 


Think howlie.s wit then affect you, to 


alas even the companion of your 


crimes, Who fincerely made his peace 
with heaven, taken from your fide; and 
raiſed to the right hand of the Judge; 
while you, who deſpiſed the warnings of 


Heaven; you, WhO would not return to 
your God, or at leaſt, would not think 


of it till the hour of your death, when 


| he _ no * to YOu fight, tears, 


and 


1% 19 A 
and proteſtations; are left to curſe your 
folly with unavailing fury. Think how 
it will affect you to ſee your own chil- 
dren, the tender innocents whom you 
fent before you in their infant years, 
ſmiling in ſweeteſt peace and conſcious 
delight in the preſence of the Judge, and 
rejoicing that death carried them' early 
from the earth, where they would have 
been tainted and corrupted by your 
example; while you, the unhappy au- 
hors of their exiſtence, are placed at an 
infinite diſtance from them and their 
| happineſs. That nothing may he want 
ing to the accumulation of miſery on 
the reprobate, the happineſs of each in- 
dividual among the juſt, eſpecially of 
thoſe who were once their: equals or in- 
feriors, compared with their own wretch- 
edneſs, will be an addinional' torture 
n ſouls. 1195 

V. The books are FART: Datta 
as one hand the book of the law and 
| the goſpel; on the other, the retord of 
the life of each individual. Theſe wwe 
Rn | ä 
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books will be compared, that you, and 
all the world, may be witneſſes how far 
they have agreed together. All your 
paſt and future years will be laid open, 
clearly and diſtinctly, before you; the 
actions which have filled them up, the 
thoughts you have conceived, the words 
you have uttered, all with infallible 
truth and accuracy. Then will be diſ- 
played to view the follies and vices of 
your infant years, which you now no 
longer recolle& ; the impetuous ſallies, 
the boundleſs licentiouſneſs of youth, 5 
when you perhaps gave full ſcope to 
every lawleſs inclination, and each ſuc- 
ceeding hour was witneſs to a new crime; 
the ambition, the avarice of a more ad- 
vanced age, in which this world and its 
cares and intereſts alone engroſſed your 
attention; the depravity of an enfeebled 
and impotent old-age ſtill recalling with 
delight the images of its former criminal 
pleaſures. Oh! what will be your ſitua- 
tion, ſhould it then appear, that, in 
every wage" of your Journey through 
Ie " Be, - 
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life, you were ſtill profane, diſſolute, 
voluptuous ; without virtue, without 
good works, without repentance; in each 
change of circumſtance or condition 
heaping up to yourſelves a more abun- 
dant treaſure of wrath? 

Then that interior corruption of 
heart which the ſinner dared not dive 
into in this world, dreading to behold 
his own deformity, ſhall be expoſed, not 
to his oyn eyes only, but to the inſpec- 
tion of the univerſe, The crimes which 
he concealed at the tribunal of penance, 
in order to eſcape a momentary confuſion, 
ſhall then be held up to the view of the 
. whole world. Beſides the evil you have 
done, my brethren, the good you have 
omitted to do ſhall be examined into; 
the graces you have received in vain ; 
the inſpirations. with which you have 
been favoured by heaven, without cor- 
reſponding with them on your part; the 
exhortations to goodneſs which you have 
heard without fruit or amendment; the 
ſins of others likewiſe, which your ex- 

. . ample 
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. ample has occafioned or 1 
| Ten thouſand erimes may then rife to 
our view, of which we have now no con- 
ception; but with which, had we been 
in earneſt in our examinations, we muſt 
have been acquainted. The ſinner will 
ten be ſo penetrated with a ſenſe of his 
ovn baſeneſs, ingratitude, and perfidy, 
that he will anticipate the fentenee to 
be pronounced by his Judge; he will 
cCondemn himſelf, and ſeek for the loweſt 
cCaverus of the bottomleſs abyſs, that he 
may hide from his own eyes his horrible 
_ deformity. The whole world will alſo 
join in his condemnation, will feel and 
declare that his miſeries are the uſt ee con- 
| ſequence « of his crimes: 5 
VI. The examination being over, an | 
all the inhabitants of the earth ſtanding 
in cheir ſeparate places on the right or 
the left, while. confuſion, terror, and 
| deſpair, rend the hearts of the reprobater a 
and joy, ſerenity, and peace, ' ſmile in 
the countenances of the ele&; the King b 
col glory will advance forward, and turn- 
har "Wu - 


1 
ing to the right, with an air of inex- 
preſſible ſweetneſs and tenderneſs, will 
ſay to the juſt : Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, poſſeſs the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. 
(Mat. xxv.) Come, leave that land of 
' forrows in which you were ſtrangers and. 
_ pilgrims. Follow me, your Lord and 
your King, to glory and felicity. You 
have followed me in the rugged paths of 
mortification and penance, in the narrow 
ways of virtue and juſtice. The time of 
your labours was ſhort : but I am rich in : 
185 den and your md an have no 
Then turning to the leſt, he will law 
not as he did on the croſs, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do: 
(Luke xxiii.) buyfwith eyes flaſhing with 
indignation, and a voice which ſhall 
rend open the bottomleſs abyſs, he will 
ſay to the reprobate : Depart from me, 
you curſed, into everlaſting fire which ua 
. prepared for the devil and his angels. Go 
n now the n of your iniquity, ” 
5 8 | _ Your „ 


[ Ty. 
Your: pleafures were fleeting and vain; 
yet you preferred them to my Friendſhip, 
and to the joys of my kingdom;/There- 
ore, hath hell enlarged her ſoul, and opened 
her mouth without any bounds ; and the 
ſtrong ones. . and the high and glorious 
ones, ſhall go down into it... And Lord of 
hoſts ſhall be-exalted-in Judgement, and the 
holy God Mall be ſanthified in juſtice. ( Iſa. v.) 
Tophieth is prepared... prepared by tie 
King, deep and wide. The nouriſhment: - 
| thereof is fire and much wood : and the 
breath of the Lord, as a torrent of brim- 
tone, kindleth it. (Chi xxx.) Then will 
the. gates of hell be thrown open to re- 
ceive the reprobate, and inſtantly ſhut 
in upon them for ever, while the heavens 
bend dovn to receive the juſt into glory. 
The wicked h go into everlaſting pu- 
nſhment : but the 7 into [ * everlaſting. 
8 (Mat. xxv. 
Having thus ſet before you an imper- 
3 th ect ſketch of the .circumitances of this 
3 n nee 1 exhort you, my 
friends, 


L * ] 

friends, filled, as you muſt now be, 
with the awful ideas which it impreſſes 
on the mind, to return home, ſeriouſſy 
ruminating on the ſituation in which you 
will moſt probably be placed on that day 

of calamity. and miſery.- Vour deſtiny. 
which will then be unalterable, hangs now 
on the choice you make for yourſelves. 
Life and death, a bleſſing and a curſe, 
are now placed before you. To which 
are you actually giving the preference 
by the general ordering of your lives? 
If you were this moment ſummoned to 
the bar of divine Juſtice, on which hand 
of the Judge, do you think, you ſhould 
moſt likely be placed? Ohl remember 
that, in general, men die as they live. 
You have the. ſtrongeſt reaſons for be- 
lieving, that your condition, at this mo- 
ment, in the ſight of God will determine 


your condition for ever. Haſten then, 


I beſeech you, to. quit the ſociety of 
finners upon earth : no longer reſemble 
them, from whom you wiſh to be eter- 
nally ſeparated, Give no reſt to your 

Vor. I. 7 26 ſouls; 
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 $ECOND SUNDAY. OF ADVENT. 
On our Redemption through Chriſt. 


8 I 15 that Chr if 7: 0 was miniſter of you 


Circumciſion for the truth of God, to 


confirm the promiſes made to the fathers, 
but that the Gentiles are to glor 2 CO 
or has mercy. Rom, xv. 8. | 


Tur E time ——— ee ahi 


Chriſtian Church Will celebrate, with 
joy and triumph, the temporal birth of 
Jeſus, the eternal ſon of the moſt high 


God, the Redeemer of the world: an 7 


event, the greateſt and moſt important 
that ever took place on. the earth; „ an 


event which, for four thouſand; years . 


was the objeQ of the ſighs and longing 
eee of the Patriarchs, of the 
700 1 nn 


e 
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Prophets, and of the juſt men in,every 
region. of the world; an event, in a 
word, to which all the diſpenſations of 
God's providence, whether in the order 
of nature or grace, whether to Jew or 
Gentile, were. ultimately directed. If 
the Jews were God's choſen people, and 
in a ſpecial manner diſtinguiſhed by his 5 
favours and conſecrated to his ſervice, 
it was ſo ordained that their law, their 
ceremonies, their ſacrifices, ſhould point 
cout a Redeemer to come. For the law 
hath a ſhadow of good things to come. 
(Heb. x.) If the Gentiles were made 


illuſtrious by the cultivation of the ſcien- 


ces, by the refinement of arts, or extent 
of empire; all this was planned by di- 
vine Providence, in order to prepare 
the way for the coming of the Meſſias; 
to evince the neceſſity of his coming, 
from the failure of all the endeavours of 
the ancient Philoſophers towards forming * 
men to wiſdom and virtue; and to glo- 
rify him by the triumphs of the goſpel 
over every effort of human power, and 


tay 


by eſtabliſhing his dominion over all the 
nations of the earth. 159709 
Ves, my Dae your Redeemeris 
9 the end of every law, as well as the fource 
of every bleſſing. The religion of Jeſus 
began with the world. Even in the 
- earthly paradiſe, no fooner had the firſt 
man unhappily loft his' original juſtice, 
but the Almighty was graciouſly pleaſed - 
. to adminiſter conſolation to his afflicted 
mind, by aſſuring him that there ſhould 
be one born of a woman, who would 
cruſn the infernal ſerpent, and reſtore 
the inhabitants of the earth to their loſt 
dignity and honour. Even then, from 
that moment, Jeſus, the Son of Juſtice, 
began to ſhine upon the earth. He ſhone 
upon the E rophets, enabling them to 
penetrate into the dark receſſes of ſutu- 
rity. He enlightened the minds of many 
amdng the Gentiles, that they might ſee 
the beauty of wiſdom; and warmed their 
hearts to the love of virtue. At length, 
the time marked out by the decrees of 
"the divine wiſdom being arrived, he de- 
. "VS ſcended 
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feended in his meridian ſplendour, and 


extended his enlivening influence to 


every part of the globe. He vas mi- 
niſter of ſalvation to the Jews, fulfilling 
the promejes made to their fathers; and to 
the Gentiles, to us who are here afſerm- 
bled, that in r mercies of 9 * 


e glorified. ö 

Beheld n my nds the: "PR 
WO deſigns: of your Redeemer in de- 
ſcending on the earth. - He: defires to 
make you partakers of his graces; to 


-enrich you with his treaſures. He offers 
1 each of us life, light, and ſtrength; 
deliverance from every evil, redemption, 
antl happineſs everlaſting. Ichat you, 


- therefore, may be excited to lay hold 


on the advantages he offers you, I mean 
2  ahis. day, in the firſt place, to awaken in 
you à ſenſe of the favour conferred on 
by inviting you to con 
would be the condition of bebe, 
without the benefit of our redemption 
8 Seconce 
1 bobu⸗ 2 5 * 1 briefly 


he Son repay 


ly, I will ſpeak 
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briefly of the moſt eſſential diſpolitichs 
required on our part, for obtaining a 
title to the bleſſings which this Ns 
tion brings with it to the world. 

I. The great Apoſtle, throughout the 
| whole epiſtle to the Romans, and ex- 
F in the words of my text, con- 
founds the preſumption both of the Jews 
and of the Gentiles, by teaching that the 
- Goſpel was preached, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was announced to them, not on account 
of any merit or excellence, either in the 
"one or the other; but to the Jews, in 

conſequence of the gratuitous promiſes 
made to their fa hers; to the Gentiles, 
that in them the Lord might n forth 
the abundance of his mereies. 

„ This doctrine of St. Paul, which is 

| ſo mortifying to human pride, is grounded 
upon a principle laid down by the ſame 


"Apoſtle; that we are all, by nature, chi- 
dren of wrath e that by one man fin entered 
: into this world,” and by "fin, death; and ſo 

"death paſſed upon all nen, deſcending from 
chat one, i in whom all have frnned. Hence, 
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my e is ee sel articſe . 
of our faith, that the crime of our fixſt 
Tz parent, in the earthly paradiſe, was not 
confined i in its guilt and in its effects to 
his own perſon only, but deſcends to 
every individual of his poſterity: that 
all the children of Adam, without ex- 
ception of nation or people, rank or 
| condition, are bonn 
Have you, my brethren, ever ſe- 

- riouſly conſidered, or thoroughly un- 
derſtood, what are the ideas conveyed 
by thoſe. words, born in fin?. To be 
born in ſin, is to be born in A ſtate of 
perpetual baniſhmentfromour true home; 
the ſeat of all our, comforts, poſſeſſions, 
and enjoyments: it is to be born in a 
Nate of f. ſeparation from all that is great 
and good, lovely and deſirable. God is 
the inexhauſtible fountain of every per- 
| feQtion and every bleſſing: in him are 
beauty, majeſty, wiſdom, ſtrength, and 
every excellent and endearing attribute: 
from him is derived all that the mind of 


man can admire, all that his heart can 
8 "leave. 


i 3 1 
love. Place together, in one point of 
view, all the beauties you have diſcovered 
in the whole variety of created beings; 
add to them, in thought, every excellence 
to which the powers of imagination can 
extend: all this falls far ſhort of the 
perfections of the divine Being. All 5 
his, man has ſeen or can conceive: but 
eye hath not ſcen, nor car heard, nor the 
heart of man been able to comprehend, 
the glorious attributes of the Moft High. 
To be born in ſin, is to come into this 
world a at a diſtance from all that ĩs goock: 
MU conſequently to be caſt down into 
the laft, the loweſt, the deepeſt abyfs of 
miſery. Mention not poverty, ficknefs, 
infamy, or any of the train of human 
evils; theſe are but the privation or trail, 
uncertain, tranfitory enjoyments : but 
to be 1 in the. ſtate of ſin, is the complica- 
tion of all theſe evils. Of theſe evils, . 
did I ſay?” Oh! my beloved, it is the 
complication of infinite evils, compared 
5 with which, theſe might weil be accounted 


3 | 8 rhtes 0 
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1 Still, the misfortune, 1 our Bit 
3 lamentable, is not the only evil 
. whreh. demands our ſighs and tears. Our 
original guilt | is the firſt  Fauſe, of all the 
| actual crimes and enormities which are 
line, committed on the earth; aQual | 
eximes, which, as: they are conſented. to 
. with deliberate: reſolution, in the fulk 
lighto of reaſon and religion, and i in direct 
oppoſition. to both, are far more hei- 
nous in, themſelves. than gur original 
guilt, and are followed by accumulated 
miſeries. The ſtreams that flow from 
that empoiſoned fountain, are become 
yet more polluted than the ſource "Pp 

| which they. are derived. 
The firſt effect of lan) * was 8 dif 


1 covered in. the violence and ungover- 
* . able fury. of the paſſions, which, impa- 
i tient of all control, and breaking looſe 
from every reſtraint, enſlaved that reaſon 


which they were formed, > obey. Hence, 


no ſooner had man come out of the 
hands of his Creator, but be forgot hs. 
| dependance on him; he paid no regard 


4 


l 
to che adbdoticiens of reaſon. and the 
diddates of natural religion: he heard 
i no longer the voice of his own con- 
feience; he made Gods for himſelf: he 
"adored the works of his on hands: he 
_ worlhipped,- as deities, men of the moſt. 
jnfamous and abandoned morals, that, 
in, idolizing their vices, he might find a 
ſanction for his own; brutal pleaſures, He 
fometimes gave divine homage. to the 
vileſt inſects that crawl upon the earth, 
and even to objects which decency 
would bluſh to mention. The light of 
reaſon ſeemed almoſt, extinguiſhed in 


Being, ſtamped in the beginning on the 

ſoul of man, was hardly any: longer diſ- 
eernible. Scarce any trace, any fea- 
ture, remained of his original beauty x 
and the few marks of his former dignity, 

which he yet carried about him, only 
nad to make the wretchedneſs of his 
fallen and degraded condition more len- 
üble and more inſupportable. t 

oi iniquity of mankind ſo much 
"Rl - abounded 
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abounded at an early period of the inn 
that the Almighty repented that he had 
formed them, and reſolved, in his juſt 
indignation, to deſtroy, from off the 
face of the earth, the nobleſt work of 
his hands. It was reaſonable to imagine, 
that the vengeance of God, manifeſted 
in ſo terrible a manner by the generat 
deluge, would ſtop the progrefs of cor- 
ruption, and bring men back to a ſenſe 
of their duty. But no: when the earth 
was repeopled, the ſame (diſorders ap- 
peared again, and inereaſed with time. 
Again the world became a theatre, on. 
which every ſpecies of iniquity was co 
tinually exhibiied. Examine'the hiſtory 
of the nations of the earth from that pe- 
riod down to this age, and you will find it 
to be little elſe than a detail of the pride, 
the ambition, the impiety, and Iniquity 8 
of man. Nay, look round you, my 
beloved, obſerve what pafſes i in the world, 
and ſay, is it not ſo at this preſent mho- 
ment; The buſt of the "fleſh, the Tujt of the 
n and the os 1 life, are hs idols 


a 


1 
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a 
every where ſet up in oppoſition to the 
Hving God. Before theſe men bend the. 
knee; to theſe they ſacrifice their time, 
their abilities, their bodies and ſouls. 
The world in general \ 

But why fhould we carry our viewto any 
anince from ourſelves? Ahl my friends, 

a melancholy idea here forces itſelf ON 
my mind, and prevents me from pur- 

. Tuing this enquiry. ' 1 greatly fear, that, 
in order to become acquainted with the 
baneful conſequences of original ſin, 
and of that coneupiſcence which was its 
firſt unhappy offspring. it will not be 
neceſſary to examine into the lives and 
conduct of other men; e ſhalt find in 
our own hearts proofs too evident of the 
tyranny of concupiſeence, and of the mi- 

feries with which it is ever attended. 
Let each one in this aſſembly examine 
dee ſecrets of his own breaft let the 
memory recall to your view, and let the 
imagination paint before you the years 
ok your paſt life ; think on them again 


and again, in the bitterneſs of your ſouls. 
"Irs 
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"Tis moſt likely you will diſcoyer many 
_ crimes, which no artifice can gloſs oyer, 
no excuſe can palliate; many bitter fruits | 
of that concupiſcence which brings forth 
death. Perhaps, from the dawn of reaſon 
to this very bour, your « exiſtence has been 
filled up by a continued ſexies of tranſ- 
greſſions conſtantly increaſing: perhaps, 
each day, each hour, At been witneſs 10 
ome ſhamgfyl, ice. 
Even the molt juſt; among men us 9 


candidly acknowledge that be finds in 
his ſoul a principle of corruption. He 
Will confeſs, that he feels himſelf, as it | 
were, preſſed down, to the earth, hurried. 
on to the purſuit of only ſenſual gratifi- 

cations; that he frequently pants after 
earthly: enjoymen ts, as if they were the 
chief. ingredients of true happineſs; . that _ 
he, ſeeks to, vilify his immortal ſoul, that | 
foul. which was formed to admire and 

love only infinite wiſdom, truth, beauty. 
and perfcQtion, by an appetite for ſenſual, 
baſe, and grovelling Pleaſures; | that. 2 
lah regard to the We of this life, 


he 


. 
CG = 


ee oof 


SM inna warmzand, interalieg: ; but 
when. the good thiggs of eternity are in 
view, his underſtanding is obſcured and. 
confuſed, his will is enfeebled, a damp, a 
coldneſs and langugr, ſeizes, hisheart, 
and the yoke of Chriſt appears a heavy 
and painful burden The teſti mony and 
experienced of che moſt diſtinguiſhed 
among the ſervants of, Gd proves that 
they were not exempt from the eſfetis of 
this natural corruption. {f, ſays A- Jabe, 
ee. ſay iat ue have nc f in, WE dereiut aur 
ſelves, and the truth is not in us., 6 
John i.) And St. Paul thus ſeclingly 
exclaims: I gm, delighted\ with; llt lau g, 
Cod according to the inward. De 
feel another law in my members, fighting 
againſt the low of. my ming, and enptiva- 
ing me in thelaw'of fin, that is in my mem- 
bers. Unhappy man that; I am, wha [hall 
| deliver we from: the. ws K, Ws vu ? 


(Ramps vr \y Ne 
ene frail, ry mf whe is 'm an; 
ben ſupportedonly by his on ſtrength, 


vhen guided only by the faint and Ali 


F -& © | mering, 
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mering Ught of natural reaſon; in | this ths | 
fallen ſtate. Here, a reſtleſs, unſatisfied, 

vicious, wretched being; hereafter, in- 
"volved in diſtreſſes lamentable beyond 

deſcription. Such muſt have been your 
lot and mine, my friends, if the Orient 
from on high had not viſited us; if he 
had not been mercifully pleaſed to en- 
lighten us, when we fat in darkneſs and in 
"the ſhades of death, and to direft our feet in 
- the way of peace. Of ourſelves, we can 
do nothing to atone for our ſins. Our 
guilt is in ſome ſenſe infinite, becauſe the 

offence of a being of infinite Majeſty; 
but all the ſatisfaction we are capable 
of making, muſt be finite, limited, in- 
conſiderable: not all the endeavours, 
nor all the virtues, nor all the merits of 
men and angels, could atone for one of 
our crimes. Who then can aſſuage our 
ſorrows? who can deliver us from eter- 
nal death? The grace of God, ſays St. 

1 by 7 efus Chri it our Lord. (Rom. vii. ) 
For this purpoſe have I ſhewn you 


ben vn miſeries; not that I might 
* l ; 422 | | D 1 
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+ upbraid you with them, but that I might | 
engage you to run inſtantly: to; Jeſus, e 
. lamb that taketh away the fins of the world. 
Jeſus, and only Jeſus, is the miniſter of 
' falvation to our ſouls; none but a God- 
man could expiate our iniquities. It was 
neceſſary that our Redeemer ſhould be a | 
man, that he might be capable of ſuffer- 
ing, to ſatisfy divine Juſtice; and.it Was 
neceſſary he ſhould be a God, to give a 
dignity and a value to his ſufferings.— | 
Truly, in this adorable myſtery of the 
- incarnation of the eternal Word of God, 
as the Royal Prophet foretold, . Mercy 
* truth gave met each other ; , juſtice and 
I kiſſed. > (Palm Ixxiv. ) 
And behold now, my brethren 
comes to us; this Redeemer deſcends 


upon the earth with every grace and 
every bleſſing i in his hands. Even when 


we are running from him, in eager pur- 
ſuit of vanity and miſery, he, with a love 
- which ſhall be the aſtoniſhment. of men 
and angels for all eternity, follows. us, 

calls, intreats, and conjures us to come 
| | to 


Cid 


'to nim, our wbeseg and only good: he 
er ödefled with the ſtains of many 
- crimes, enſlaved by vicious affedions, 
torn by the violenc@of lawleſs paſſions; | 
und he is ready 'to purify our polluted 
Touls with his' own precious' blood : he 
mes, that we may exchange our weak 
neſs for his ſtrength, our ignorance for 
his heavenly wifdom, our poverty for his 
riches: he comes not in thunder and 
| Tighthing, not armed with terror and 
"vengeance; but in the engaging form, 
| ©ahd with the mild and placid* pet of a 
tender infant. Already, even in the 
firſt moment of his mortal life, his infant 
cheeks are bedewed with tears of com- 
"Paſſion far bur infirmities and diſtreſſes: 
1 $4 us with every endearing 
base ur friend, of father; of nn. h 
Ane bternal lover: 2171 111 tile CEP 
F. My "brethren, + now that 1 e 
thits"ſhewn g hat you are without 
che grace f Jeſus/atidwhat are the bleſ- 
fings which be wiſhes to impart to you, 
 furely cannot benceeffary that T ſhou! 
an ; : exhort 
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exhort you to go to meet bim With 
due (diſpoſitions; or chat 1 ſhould: even 
point out to you hat thoſe diſpoſitions 
ougght to be,” as I in the beginning pro- 
poſed to do. Your own hearts have 
already informed you, more foreibly 
than I can hope to do it, that theſe diſ- 
poſitions ean be nôò other than a fincere 5 
_ -repentanee, and an ardent love. The 
nen on yr Gn paſt ingratitude 
: to Jeſus, muſt have already melted your 
| fouls with the tendereſto chmpunttion: 
vou feel ati goodneſs ſo unbounded; fo 
exceſſive un His part, demands froim yd 
0a love ithat is ſtrongei than each. 
un you ſpeak now! te thoſe in 
this aſſembly, who; not withſtanding they 
v profeſs to belieue in Chriſt Jeſus are not 
yet in poſſeſſion of the fruits of his re- 
4 demption: I ſpeak. now te thoſe who. 
are conſdious; that at this moment the 
tate of their ſouls is ſuch ac to ptace a 9 
vide and lamentable interval between | 
them aid Jeſus; who know that their 
[ erimes, pet men of, keep them 
G73 now 


mY 7 


now under the tyranny of: ** ot 
bell: can you know your own diftreſſes, 
and not ſeek to extricate yourſelves from 
them? Have you loſt all regard to your | 
deareſt intereſts ?.. What! will you. in- 
volve yourſelves Rill more deeply. in de- 
ſtruction? Merciful God forbid you 
ſhould. be ſo. blind, ſo ſenſeleſs! Oh! 

: begin now to expiate your crimes by ſin- 
gere repentance, and all your evils will 
be quickly removed. Vou cannot want 
motives for, compunRion, if you make 
but a ſerious examination into the condi- 
tion of. your. interior. When. you have 
your diſtreſſes and your guilt expoſed to 
your view, your hearts muſt be pierced 
with penitential ſorrow. The tear of 
contrition ſtarts ſpontaneouſly from the 
eye, when the foul i is nen af its 
0 coun Wiſeries. Hog 170116 
And can ii be difficult aalen? The 
heart of man was made to love that which 
is amiable. And hat object more en- 
dearing more charming, than the divine 
Jeſus; with all his ſweet attractions, and 
it | the 


BEE 
the abundant teſtimonies which he gives 
of the moſt generous, the moſt diſinter- 
eſted love for us? Indeed, if after having th 
conſidered the mercies of this Redeemer, * 
if there be in this aſſembly. one fo inſen- 
fible, ſo obdurate, ſo ungrateful, as not 
to embrace Jeſus with the warmeſt tranſ- 
ports of affection, oh ! it were better for 5 
that man if he had never been born.— 

But no, my brethren; methinks I hear 
you cry out with St. Paul: Who fall = 3 
parate us from the love = þ Chriſt ? Mall 
tribulation ? or: diſtreſs ? or famine 9" or © 
naſedneſs ? or danger! ? 'or perſeculion ?' 
or the ſword 2—T am fure, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor Principali- G 

lies, nor powers, nor things Preſent, © oi 
things to come, nor might, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able 
to ſeparate us from the love of God, which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. (Rom. viii.) 

Meet your infant Saviour with theſe 
diſpoſitions, and behold he is born for 
your reſurrection: all the bleſſings hes - 
brings with him JOE" __ your on. 
4430d IT 
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By the grace of Jeſus, > at 


_. ofthe oppreflive weight, of his crimes, and 


and loving father, will begin to taſte: a 
true and folid peace; the indolent and 


tepid Chriſtian will run on with new vi⸗ 
gour and alacrity in the ways of. juſtice | 
and fanRiity': the juſt will be rapidly car- 
ried on from one degree of virtue to 
another till he arrive at the ſummit of... 


God 's holy mountain. Vour condition, ; 


my brethren, f FO enviable: indeed What 1 


A comfort it i is to think, that, afteg all your 


| misfortunes, you haye, it yet in your 
power t pu 
a rate; as that of repenting and loving! 


rchaſe, happineſs at ſo eaſy 


Oh! ta penitent and loving heart, - 


the birth, of Jeſus is a ſource of pureſt 


light. As, when the vernal ſun ſheds 


his cheering light on the earth, after the 
| cold and gloom of A dreary\ winter, the... 
fields put on their yerdang mantle ;.the 
trees are ſdecked xrith a a gay profuſion 


bloſſoms; thei air becomes 


1 Terensandpurey/ andabe birds chirping 


* 411 their 
- 
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: their inelodious notes, ſalute the returns 4 
ing ſeaſon, which calls forth all the beau 
ties of the creation: ſo when Jeſus, the 
Sun of Juſtice, ſheds the beneficent 
beams of his grace on the fouls of men, 
after a long and diſmal night of error and 
iniquity, then the clouds of i ignorance are 
ſcattered abroad, and diffipated before 
him; the tumult of the paſſions ſubſides; 
the eye of the mind becomes pure and 
enlightened; the foul puts on the lovely { 
ornaments of grace and virtue; the 
heart exults with rapturous joy, and 
lings, in concert with the celeſtial choirs, 
| harmonious canticles tothe praiſes of its 
Redeemer, its King, and its Lord. 
4 Employ, therefore, this time of Ad- 
vent in preparing for the birth of Jeſus 
in your ſouls: prepare him an habita- 
tion in which he may delight to dwell, 
and of which he may for ever keep poſ- 
ſeſſion. Let it be the occupation of the 
days which precede the feſtival of his 
nativity, 'to purify the heart from all that 
is unclean, and agorn it with every 
pleaſing 


LE, ou 
pleaſing ornament of divine grace. Pray 
daily with the church: let the heavens fend. 
down their dews. - from. above, and let. the 
clouds rain. down the Juſt One: be the 
; earth opened, and let it bud forth a Saviour. ] 
Exert, O Lord, we beſeech thee, exert - 
thy power, and come; that, armed by 
thy ſtrength, and ſecured under thy pro- 
teftion, we may eſcape every danger 
that ſurrounds us; and be at length num 
bered among the glorious trophies gained 
by thy blood, and treaſured up in Abt 
eternal ieee, 
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SERMON III. 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 
on deleing our Converſion, 


. ö N 4 
+ 


7 am the voꝛce of one crying. in the wilder. 


neſs ; make ſtrait the =Y of the Lord. 
John i. 23. 


Or oodles here ak to us, 
by the miniſtry of his Precurſor, the 
neceſſity of preparing his ways. He 


admoniſhes us to remove whatever fe- 
. Þarates us from him, whatever is an ob- 


ſtacle to the effuſion of his graces into 
our hearts, that nothing may prevent him 
from being ſpiritually born in our ſouls, 
and fixing there his abode for ever. 

But what are the obſtacles which muſt 
be removed? They are, my brethren, 
the crimes 5 which have defiled our fouls, 
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and Ain renbis! in our hearts until they 
are purged away by ſincere repentance: 
they are our inordinate paſſions, by 
which we ſuffer our fooliſh hearts to be 
enflaved? which ſtill hold dominion 
over our reaſon, becauſe we have not 
yet earneſtly laboured to bring them 
under due ſubjection; they are thoſe oc- 
caſions and incitements to ſin, which are 
ſo many rocks, againſt which all our 
reſolutions ſplit ; occaſions, by which 
our innocence is ſo often ſeduced be- 
cauſe, inſtead of keeping at a. cautious 
diſtance from them, we indulge, that 
ſecret inclination, which draws. us by 
degrees to a familiarity with them again. 
In a word, the only method of preparing 
far Jeſus the way to our hearts, is to. 
change our lives, to be ſincerely con- 
verted from the evil of our ways. "Jo 
But lamentable indeed, is the blind- 
| neſs of the childen of men! Althoygh 
our converſion from iniquity is the moſt 
weighty buſineſs with which we can be 
__; although that alone can give 
| 5 tr ue 
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true peace to our ſouls; notwithſtanding 
the happineſs or miſery of an eternity 
depends upon it, yet it is ſeldom con- 
fidered as an urgent, preſſing buſineſs 
which muſt be inftantly dene. No; 
men are commonly eaſy, quiet, and in- 
different about it: they put it off ſtill to 
another time, as if they could certainly 
determine the duration of their exiſtence 
on the earth; as if times and moments 
were at their own diſpoſal. 
Sinner, what can you promiſe yourſelf | 
from thus delaying your converſion? 
What conſequences can you expect to 
follow from ſuch infatuation? Have not 
the Oracles of eternal truth given you 
_ clear fore-knowledge of the miſeries 
which impenitence will oneday infallibly 
entail upon you? Have they not aſſured 
© you, that tribulation and anguiſt is the 
portion of every ſoul of man that worketh 
evil? (Rom. ii.) Has not Jeſus repeat- 
edly warned you, that he will come at 
an hour when the finner leaſt expects 
_ and fuddenly remove the wicked 
I 9 2 from 
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from the midſt of his eriminal purſuits 
and ſhameful pleaſures, to that awful 
tribunal where judgment is diſpenſed 
without mercy? You know that he has, 
and you profeſs that you believe theſe 
terrible menaces will in general be put 
in execution. What right then can you 
have to ſuppoſe that any exception will 
be made in your favour? on what ground a 
do you build your expectations, that you 
ſhall not be thus miſerably ſurpriſed ? ; 
Still with no proſpect before you but 
endleſs perdition, you take no decided 
part in order to eſcape the impending 
ruin; ſtill you delay, and ſeek for various 
excuſes to juſtify your delay. | 
You allege, that you have not yet re- 
ceived that powerful grace which works 
a change of heart; or elſe you pretend, 


| that at preſent your paſſions are too vio- * 


Jent, or your engagements too diſtract- 
ing, and your connections with the world 
too binding to fuffer you to think of 
entering on a new manner of life. 1 


Vill examine theſe excuſes, one by one: 
| N and 


wr 
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and that you may be no longer thus mi- 
ſerably deluded, and lulled into a de- 


ſtructive repoſe, even in the mouth of 


death and hell; I will demonſtrate them 


to be empty and abſurd in the extreme. 


The merits of the firſt excuſe we will 
conſider. this day, and reſerve the other 


two for the ſubjects of our enquiry on 


the following Sunday. I only make to 


the ſinner this one requeſt; it is, that he 


will not obſtinately ſhut his eyes againſt 
the light of truth. That granted, I en- 
gage it will be impoſſible for him to con- 


tinue in his criminal ſtate, without daring 


to do what the moſt abandoned cannot 


think on without trembling ; that is, de- 


liberately to brave the -vengeance of 


heaven, and ruſh with deſperate radi into 


the bottomleſs abyſs... 


I T will ſuppoſe therefore your firſt ex- 
cuſe to be, that you have not yet been 


favoured by heaven with ſufficient grace 


to raiſe you from the ſtate of ſin. This 


excuſe is very often in the mouth of the 


1 pan finner. Vou ſay that you 


23 Wait 
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wait for grace from heaven; that a con- 
verſion i is not the work of man, but that 
only God can change the interior diſpo- 
8 0 ions of the ſoul; that vicious attach- 

ments, which both nature and habit have 
| much contributed to ſtrengthen in your 


hbeart, cannot be broken without a very 


powerful aid from that Almighty Being, 
in whoſe hand is the heart of man, and 
who alone can turn his affections hi- 
- therſoever he pleaſes. 

It is true, my brethren; 8 the 
grace of God we cannot. take ane ſtep 
towards our converſion, or in fadt do 
any one thing which can give us a title 
to ſalvation. God is the ſource of all 
wiſdom. and truth, and the fountain of 
every good. From him therefore muſt 
deſcend that light in which the prodigal 
_diſcovers the wretchedneſs of his: condi- | 
tion, and that ſtrength, which: enables 
him to return to the houſe of his father 
in ſearch of comfort and relief. But 5 
When you plead the want of grace as 
pour excuſe, do you imagine that the 


grace 
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grace of God i is to- change your hearts, 
without requiring any endeavours on 
your part; that you have nothing to do 
but to let him act in your interior, and 
need be at no pains yourſelves to work. 
out your ſalvation? | 
_ Chriſtians, the Almighty Rinles of the | 

| Univeals co-operates with all his crea- 
tures according to their reſpective con- 
dition and natural exigencies. The 
inanimate parts of the creation, thoſe 
which are endowed. with no inherent ac- 
tive power, he moves and impels by de- 
terminate laws according to his pleaſure; 
but man, the nobleſt work of his hands 
in the viſible creation, he has made a ſtee 


agent: he has given him liberty, a ſelf- _ 
determining principle; and he will have 
that faculty exerciſed in correſpondence 


with the exertions of his on goodneſs. 
He wills, therefore, that all men be faved; 
but he will have that ſal vation to be the 
effect of his grace and our endeavours: 
be will have our falvation to proceed 
= —— the firſt cauſe of all that is 
* =S oe 
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good; and from us as Wöbathey cauſes, 


acting with entire freedom from every 
coercive power. He is the giver of all 
good gifts; but his gifts profit not thofe 
who make no effort of their own to re- 
ceive them, and make them fruktify. In 
providing for the ſupply of our natural 
wants in this mortablife, notwithſtanding 
he hath made the earth abundantly pro- 

duftive of all things neceſſary for our 
exiſtence, and comfortable to our being: 

and cauſes the ſun to ſhine, and ſends 

dovn the rain from the clouds to nouriſh 


the fruits of the earth, and bring them 7 


to maturity; yet he vill have che labour 
of the huſbandman bear a conſiderable 
part in tilling the land, and otherwiſe eo- 
operating with the natural eauſes which 
he hath ordained, In like manner, in 
providing for the wants of our immortal 
part, though he hath made the ſoul ca- 
pable of being fruitful in virtue ang 
goodneſs, cauſes his divine light to ſhine 

on the mind, and warm the affections of 
the heart, and continually ſends down 
1 the 
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the dews of his divine graces: ſtill we 
ſhall bring forth no good fruit on which 
our ſouls may ſubſiſt in immortality, un- 
leſs theſe exertions of his mercy and love 
be ſeconded by our own endeavours. 

To make yourſelves eaſy therefore i in 
a criminal ſtate, and to juſtify the delay- 
ing of your converſion, by alledging that 
you have no grace, while you make no 
ſerious efforts to ſubdue your paſſions, is 
a degree of folly almoſt inconceivable. 
To make fuch an excuſe, is the ſame 
thing as to ſay, that all you have to do is 
to paſs your time as pleaſantly and agree- 

ably as you can, by indulging every un- 
lawful appetite ; that you are to wait for. 
the grace of a ſincere converſion, and 
in the mean time prepare for it no 

other way than by multiplying your 
crimes; that you are to merit that ſpe- 
cial grace of ſincere repentance by inſult- 
ing the Author of it. In a vord, to 
bring this excuſe, is the ſame thing as to 
ſay, that your ſalvation, that grand affair, 

the only concern you ſhould have on 
D5 earth, 
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earth, is no affair of yours; that Al- 
mighty God, who made you for no other 
end but that you might ſave your fouls, 
who has commanded you to negle& 
every other object when put in competi- 
tion with the important buſineſs of falva- 

tion, has freed you from any farther ob- 

| ligation on that head, and taken the 

charge of it entirely on himſelf, A more 
glaring abſurdity never yer entered we 

human mind. 

But you ſay: Did the 8 now 


a efficaciouſly touch my heart, I ſhould 


begin to have a loathing for vice, and 
be captivated by the beauty of virtue; 


it would then be eaſy for me to run to 


its embraces: at preſent J have no ſuch. 
diſpoſitions, no taſte, no reliſh for any 
objects but ſuch as gratify my earthly 
deſires. Oh! were thoſe good affeQions 
_ to ariſe in my beart, I could become a 
ſervant of God: as it is, I am diſtreſſed 
at the very idea of ſetting about the work 


'of reformatron. ' Chriſtian brother, be- "2D; 


gin at leaſt ſeriouſiy to with for ſuch diſ- 
2 poſitions 


ns CT WA +10 
poſitions in your ſoul; beg carneſily of 
the Father of Mercies to ſoften your ob- 
durate heart; deſiſt a while from your 
iniquitous purſuits; raiſe your thoughts 
from earth to heaven; carry your views 
forward into eternity; form an eſtimate 
ol its goods and evils, by comparing them 
with thaks which paſs with time: this do, 
before you complain that grace is want-- ' 
ing. While you allow yourſelf no mos 
ments of ſerious reflecton, in which you 
may view the miſery. of your preſent con- 
dition; while you ſuffer yourſelves to 
he carried away by every lawleſs paſſien 
can you expect any tender feelings, any 
laänguiſhing deſires, any longing © after” 


objects to which your mind gives not 


any attention? Is it poſſible in ſuch a 
ſtate you ſhould taſte the ſweetneſs, or 
be drawn bythe chaſte attractions of vir- 
tue? juſt as reaſonable would that man 
be, who after feeding on gall or worm 
| wood, ſhould complain and murmur that 


every thing: taſted: bitter. Oh: ſinner, 


vou 88 and vilify all your affec- 
7 ok Je tions; 
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tions; you blunt the fineſt. feelings of 
your hearts by unworthy exceſſes.— In: - 
ſtead of endeavouring to expand thoſe 
virtuous and noble ſentiments which the 
Creator enkindled in your hearts, you do 


all that is in your power to extinguiſh 
them; you efface thoſe impreſſions of 
- innocence which were born with you, 

and then complain that the Lord has not 


\ given you a taſte and love for his ſer-- 


vice! Is not this the baſeſt PE EREs 
and injuſtice? | 
An injuſtice the more ee 


becauſe the ſacred writings abound, in 
almoſt every page, with: exprefs. teſtimo... 
nies of the love which God bears to his 
creatures, and his readineſs to go before 
their wiſhes in imparting to- them every: 
grace they can ſtand in need of for work 


ing out their ſalvation. 4s I toe, ”_ 
"the: Lord, I defare not the death of a Anner 5 CY 
but that he may be converted from is ways, 
and may live. O why will you die, O houſe 

of Ifrael?. (Exek. xxxiii. ) T have called, 
41d 1 refu fed ; I have ſtretched out my 
| "FL... hands 
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hands, and none would regard. (Prov. i.) 
Ah, my friends, the Lord hath called 


you; but amidſt the tumult and diſtrac- 
tions of the world, and its bufineſs'or 
pleaſures, you would not liſten to his 
voice: he hath touched your heart, but 
the impetuoſity of your paſſions did . 


ſuffer you to yield to the impreſſion, 

is not grace that is wanting, but 5 

faithful correſpondence with it. Vou 
receive it into a heart ſo filled with cor 
ruption, chat it produces no effect, calls 
forth no emotion: it is like the ſpark of 


fire which falls on a heap of dirt and 


filth, and is nme the e mo- 
ment it Mi. 32146 "ed 


Pauſe a while; and recal now to Wind I 


the mercies which God hath ſhewn you, 


and make a grateful acknowledgement 


of them. Do you complain that God 
hath not done ſufficient for you? Have 
you to wait for his grace in order to be 


converted? Oh! is there one ſinner 


upon earth, in whoſe mouth this complaint 


is more unjuſt than it is in yours? Run 
” over 


— 
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aver FRO whole courſe of your life, from 
your infant years to this moment. The 
Lord had ſhowered down his bleſſings 
upon you, and every where around you, 
in your tendereſt age, before you had N 
the uſe of your reaſon, or. any power to 
aſk for them. In the gifts of nature he 
Vas liberal to yon: he beſtowed on you 
a mind formed for truth, naturally attach 
eld to reftitude and juſtice: he gave you 
every inclination. favourable to virtue. 
To theſe preſents he added the gift of 
divine faich. He imparted to you the 
wiſdom. of the Goſpel, the revelations 
which he has been graciouſſy pleaſed to 
make of his truths, and of his will to 
mankind; by which life and immortality 
1 - are brought to light. In your early 
youth he taught you his law, and tracedd- 
aut before you the path which leads to 
happineſs: he ſet before you examples 
ol virtue, in the lives and cendutt of bis 
ſaints, whoſe memories you were taught 
tao honour: he has placed in your view 
living examples of piety and goodneſs in 
: | 8 S the 
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- the circle of your acquaintanee, perhaps 
even within the en of Pers on 
family. 5 
The mercies of God have: e 
ſtill further. He hath preferved you 
from a thouſand dangers: he hath made 
vou ſurvive accidents in which you have 
feen others, and perhaps the accomplices 
of your crimes, periſh before your eyes. 
When you ſtrayed from him, he made 
uſe of afflictions, ſufferings, and misfor- 
tunes, to bring you back: he hath torn 
from your embraces the criminal objets 
of your paſſions, at the time when your 
deluded heart was the moſt ſtrongly at- 
tached to them: he hath. been fo atten- 
tive to your true intereſts, that he always 
eauſed your unlawful deſires to be 
thwarted by many obſtacles to the at- 
tainment of their object: you have never 


yet been able perfectly to gratify your 
inordinate inclinations; there was always 


a fomething wanting to complete the hap- 
pineſs which you promiſed yourſelves 
from indulging them. He hath appoint- 
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ed you labours and employments i in the 
department you hold in civil ſociety ; 
Which, filling up a conſiderable portion 
of your time, have made it neceſſary for 
you, ſometimes at leaſt, to deſiſt from . 
criminal purſuits, and confine yourſelves 
within the limits of temperance, pru- 
dence, and regularity. He hath not yet 
ſuffered your hearts to become hardened 
in guilt: you have not hitherto been 
able to pluck out that ſling of remorſe 
which tortures your ſouls: you know 
well you have never been eaſy and com- 
fortable in the ſervice of the world and 
your own paſſions. . Each day of your 
lives you meet with freſh inſtances of) 
the emptineſs of all worldly ſatisfactions, 
and feel how evil a thing it is to have 
abandoned your God. Even when you | 
. were rioting in intemperate pleaſure and 
ſhameful exceſſes, the voice of your 
conſcience was heard reproaching you 
with your baſeneſs; and you had ho 
other means of getting rid of its impor- 
tunities. than by promiſing yourſelves, 
that 
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that ſhortly you would certainly reform 8 


your conduct. While you continue, 
with head- long ſtep, {till running. far- 
ther from your Saviour, he follows you 
with the tendereſt affection; he ſhews 
you his wounds laid open for you, his 
blood ſpilt for the expiation of your 


crimes.” This very moment, while 1 
am ſpeaking to you, his inſpirations ſpeak. 
to your ſouls: he puts theſe truths into 
my mouth, and ſent me here to announce 


them to you in particular, that now atleaſt 


you may put an end to your miſeries, by 


beginning to accompliſh his will. 


54 Ah ſinner! your whole life is a chain 
of graces ſucceeding each other! you are 
a child of love, the work of the mercies 
of your Lord. Unjuſt and ungrateful 
creature! you complain that you have no 
grace! Why! the Lord ſeems to have caſt 
his eyes upon you with particular atten- 
tion : he hath ſought your ſalvation with 
as much earneſtneſs as if you alone were 


to be ſaved among all the children of 


men. Alas! it is your greateſt crime, that 
R „„ 
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you | have received ſo many graces, ak 
received them in vain. Your perdition is 
from yourſelE/X es, my brethren, if youare 

loſt, your ruin is your own act and deed. 


Moreover, the excuſe you make uſe of, 


ſuppoſing it true, is ſenſeleſs and abſurd, 
when brought as a motive for remaining 
quiet in your ſituation, and indifferent 
about the reformation of your conduct; 
for, ſuppoſing it certain that grace is 
not offered yau, what is the conſequence? 
Om, it is ſuch as you cannat ſeriouſſy 
think on without a chilling horror, freez- 
ing your blood and ſpirits. This is the 
conſequence: that. your God hath aban- 
doned you; that you are marked with 
the ſeal of reprobation ; that, your pre- 
ſent exiſtenee upon earth is but a prelude 
to your eternal condemnation. And 
it this dreadful idea that encourages rg 
that makes your defer your converſion? 
that ſtifles your remorſe? that excuſes 
your crimes ? Gracious heaven! the 
thought that you are without grace is 
8 refleQion indeed! It ſhould 
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terrify, it ſhould torture your ſouls, and 


make you graſp eagerly at every means 


of obtaining grace: you\\ſhould allow 


_ yourſelves not a moment's repoſe, no 


_ reſt by day or night, till, by humbling 


Lord with the moſt earneſt ſupplications, 


you have prevailed on him to commiſe- 
rate your diſtreſs. Can ſuch a thought 


calm your mind, and aſſuage the re 


of your heart? 
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yours, certainly the leſs grace you will 
receive; for, the longer you delay, the ES 


more will your crimes be multiplied: 


the time of mercy pales rapidly on: the 


meaſure of your iniquities is filling up; 


he terrible day of vengeance approaches. 


If now you have not grace ſufficient for 


your converſion, in a ſhort time ou 


way not have ſufficient to enable you to 


ſee your miſery: you may be ſo blinded 


by your corruption, as not even to per- 


ceive that you have any need of repent- 


1 
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But acknowledge now, with candour 

and ingenuity, this certain truth, that 

you delay your converſion becauſe 


you love your diſorders: becauſe you 
with to continue your crimes. You are 
plwleaſed that you have not that victorious 


grace which would deliver you. from 
them: you are troubled andgrieved atthe 
very idea of having thoſe chains broken - 


with which you delight to be bound. 


The great St. Auſtin who, from a profli- 


gate libertine became the model of true 


penitents, was once in the ſame ſituation 


of mind in which you are how. In 


the book of his confeſſions, he paints 
with lively colouring, the diſpoſitions of 


his heart at that time, 2nd declares the 


motive which prevailed on him to defer | 


his converſion: but he was too candid, too 
generous, to ſay it was any want of grace; 
he acknowledges it was the weakneſs and 
depravity of his own heart. In the ac- 


count he gives of himſelf, you will find 
your own image. His ſoul was fick 


unto death, torn by cruel remorſe. While 
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he accuſed himſelf as the ſole b of all 
his misfortunes, and of that unhappy 
irreſolution by which he put off his re- 
pentance from day to day. Still he em- 
braced the chains by which he was bound; 
he made no effort to looſen them, as 
though they would have fallen off of 
_ themſelves. The Lord, in the mean 


time, did not ceaſe to chaſtiſe his heart; 


mingled a bitterneſs with all his ſenſual 
pleaſures, and, with a merciful ſeverity, 
deſtroyed the peace of his life. Still the 

_ pleaſures of the world held him faft in 
their deſtructive embraces: theywhiſpered 
to his ſoul, as they often do to yours: 
9 What, you are going-then to renounce 
every enjoyment ? to bid adieu for ever 
to all that has hitherto been dear and de- 


lightful to you? What, ſhall you no 


longer be allowed to viſit thoſe perſons 
with whom you have paſſed ſo many” 
"cheerful hours? Will you ſeparate 
- yourſelf from the companions of your 
ſports, your mirth, and feſtivity? Can 
yon quit there aſſemblies, their parties, 

and 


E 
and focieties? Do you imagine you can 
bear the gloom of a life ſo melancholy, 
ſo uniform, fo temperate ant regular, ſo 
different from what you have hitherto 
been uſed to??? Theſe were the reflec- 
tions which made St. Auſtin defer his 
repentance ; and theſe are the thoughts 
which cauſe you to delay yours. It is 
not the want of grace; it is the dread of 
facrificing your pleaſures, your paſſions, 
your unjuſt intereſts ; it is the apprehen- 
ſion of the violence you muſt do to your 
own ſelf-love that keeps you back. This 
is the real caſe : theſe, finner, theſe are 
the ſecrets of your foul. _ 
Bur, alas, where. will this end, think 8 
you?” What can you expect from diſ= 
guifing your own hearts, and pretending 
you have not grace? Do you conclude 
from thence, that, if death fhould ſur- 
priſe you in this impenitent ſtate, you 
- will not be eternally loſt? you cannot 
dare to hope that. Do you conclude, 
that you may continue to give a looſe 


to 8355 — and — that God 
Will 
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will, ITY touch your heart? Whata . 
preparation for grace, to render yourſelf 


daily more unworthy of it! Do you ſay 
that the hour of your converſion, if it 
1s to come, will come, whatever courſe 


you now ſteer ? You might as well flab 


yourſelf through the heart, under pre- 
tence that the time of your death is de- 
_ termined, and that the fword, poiſon, hal- 


ter, or any other means you can make uſe 


of, will not haſten it on. All theſe are the 


concluſions of deſperation and impiety. 


If yet the viftorious grace of heaven 


| hath not triumphed over your heart, the 


only rational and wiſe concluſion you | 


can draw from that circumſtance is, that 
you are bound, as you value your im- 


mortal ſouls, to redouble your prayers 


and ſolicitations to heaven, to lift up 


your hands with more fervent ſupplica- 


tions to the throne of God; that now 
you may obtain mercy, and find grace in 
Jeaſonable aid, Labour to ſoften the ri- 


gors of the divine juſtice: begin to 


prepare the Ways of your Redeemer, to 
| make 
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tle ns his paths : fly from every 
object which you know proves fatal to 

your innocence ; and with a calm and 
collected mind, liſten to the voice of 
truth and the inſpirations of heaven: do 
"this, and Jeſus will quickly come and 
draw you to himſelf. He who died to 
ſave you, will ſurely ſtretch forth his 
arms to receive you, when you ſincerely 
vilh to return to him. Only deſire, 
earneſtly deſire and pray, to be converted 
to the lord: only ſtrive to break your 
chains, and they will ſoon fall off. Fight 
reſolutely the battles of the Moſt High, 
confident that he will ſupport your weak- 
neſs, reanimate your drooping courage, 
make your enemies fly precipitately be- 
fore you, and reward your ſucceſsful 
labours with. a crown of glory 3 ina bliſsful 


eternity. 


sERMON 


SE R M ON IV. 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 
On deferring our Converſion. 
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Preplre ye the way if the Lord, make his 
| nos M's Luke i iii. 45 | 


1 


Ac: AIN, my Friends, this: warning 
voice ſounds in our ears. The exhortation 
which was addreſſed to us laſt Sanday i is 
this day repeated. Prepare the way of 
the Lord. When he deſcends on earth to 
viſit and redeem his people, ſee that your 
ſouls be made ready for his reception: 
let them be purified by repentance, | and 
decorated with charity: let them dif- 
fuſe around the ſweet ordour of every 
virtue. But, it is for the ſinner in par- 
ticular that this exhortation i IS e 

Vos. s. e . 
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for although all men, even the moſt 
Juſt, ſhould labour to become ſtill more 
juſtified, more rich in merits, more pleaſ- 
ing and beautiful in the eyes of their 
Divine Spouſe, and glowing with a more 
ardent charity on the joyful occaſion of 
his nativity, yet the ſinner alas! the 
ſinner is ſeparated from him by a vide, 
and almoſt infinite interval. He has 
much to do; the mountains to level; 
the vallies to fill up; the crooked: ways to 
make firaight, and the rough ways ſmooth, 
before Jeſus can enter into his heart, 
and impart lo it the ſweets of his _ 
ſence. 
"FO you, therefore, whoever i in this 
aſſembly now ſtand charged with the 
- guilt of ſin Uunrepented of, to you I this 
day addreſs myſelf; or rather Jeſus ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to you by my miniſtry, 
intreating and conjuring you, by all that 
you hold moſt dear, to begin, vithput 
a moment's delay, to prepare for him 
the wp to your hearts. Nor is he content 
with Bing you theſe exterior admo- 
nitions 
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nitions only; he moreover whiſpers his 
inſpirations to your ſouls, inviting you 
to his ſervice in the tendereſt manner. 

In the moments of ſolitude, in the 

filence of the paſſions, you, each of you, 

frequently hear his voice thus ſpeaking 
in ſecret to your hearts, © Is it not time, 
now at leaſt, to ariſe from that filthy ſink 
of iniquity in which you have already 
lain ſo many years? Oh ſinner, is it 
not time to give peace to your mind ? 
to reſtrain and cruſh thoſe diſorderly 
| paſſions; which have produced all the miſ- 
fortunes of your life? will you not pro- 
cure yourſelf ſome calm and happy days 
before the end of life arrives? After 
having To leng lived for this world, 
which has ever left your heart empty, 
uneaſy, and ſorrowful, will you not be- 


gin to live for God, who alone can diff 


fuſe over your ſoul delight and joy ? 
Are you net yet wearied out with ſtrug- 
gling to ſupport yourſelf againſt that 


remorſe of conſcience which is a conti- 


| nual torture to you? againſt the ſorrows 
E 2 of 
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Td 
| bf injquity which weigh you. down ? 
will you not, now af leaſt, put an end 
to all your diſtreſſes, * eelipquiſhing 
your crimes 
Thus does Jeſus pelle to your ſouls: 
And you, to all this goodneſs and ten- 
terneſs, what return, what reply do you 
| make? Ah! you ftill hold out. By- 
and-by, you ſay, I will return to the 
love and ſervice of my God: yet a little 
longer, and I will reform my conduct. 
I cannot yet begin: at preſent my paſ- 
ſions are too lively and impetuous: now 
my connections with the world are too 
ſtrong to fuffer me to attempt it. Your 
Paſſions and your connections with the 
| world? theſe are your excuſes! Well 
then, Chriſtian brother, that no ſubter- 
fuge may remain, I will enquire into. 
the merits of theſe excuſes, and under- 
take to ſhew you, that to build on ſuch 
arguments, and to calm your minds in 
your preſent impenitent ſtate with the 
proſped of a future converſion, is the 
fureſt preſage of your eternal ruin. Only 
| indulge 


tn 1 


indulge me with your attention, and wiſh 
to ſee the truth; and I may venture to 
aſſert, you will be alarmed at your own 


raſhneſs, and terrified at the very idea ok 


-truſting to ſo dreadful an uncertainty. 
' Gracious Saviour, aſſiſt me to ane 


thoſe arts, by which the ſinner ſeeks to 


hide, from his own eyes, the evils that 


chreaten him; and draw him now by the 
force of truth and man n to 


thyſelf. 


I. To be condemned to a ſtate of Wo- 


ful ſeparation from all that can impart 


happinefs; to be plunged into the deepeſt 


abyſs of miſery, in an eternal night of 


black deſpair, without one ray of hope 
to cheer the horrid gloom; to ſuffer tha 


moſt excruciating tortures in every ſenſe, 


without proſpect of alleviation, is the: 


deplorable lot of the ſinner who dies im- 
penitent. To exult in the full poſſeſſion 
of every bliſs; to be inebriated with a 


torrent of delights i in the heavenly para- 


diſe; to ſee, love, and enjoy truth, 


wiſlom, and beauty in its very fountain, 


3 ſecured 
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ſecured againſt any danger of change or 


diminution of their felicity throughout 
eternity, is the happy and enviable por- 
tion of the friends of God. Between 
theſe two oppoſite ſituations, is placed 
the term of our mortal life, in which we 


have the power of chooſing for ourſelves 


eithertheone or the other, and determin- 


ing our lot for ever. On the other fide the 


grave, there can be no liberty of choice: 


then the bleſſed will be inſeparably united 


to their ſovereign good: then, too, every 


effort which the wicked ean make, their 


cries, their tears, will prove ine ffectual for 


their relief. Between them and their God, 

tere is fixed a great cahos. Where he 1 is, 

they" cannot ever comm. x 4 
Since then we are at this inſtant Fg 


md between an eternity of happineſs. 


or miſery ; allowed, perhaps, but one 


| ſhort moment in which we Can make the 
awful choice of our future unalterable 


deſtiny; conſidering that life paſſes ſo 


rapidly away; that the hour in which, 


death will ſcize us is ſo uncertain; -every, 
inſtant - 


— 
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ae * this preſent time 80 precious: : 


and the examples of thoſe who have been 


ſurpriſed in the midſt of their guilt, ſo 
frequent thus circumſtanced, is it not 
ä aſtoniſhing, is it not dreadful, to think 
that there can be found men who dare, 
for one moment, to defer their reconci- 
liation with their offended God ? | How 
1 differently do they act in every other 
_ caſe! Whenever any danger threatens 
their life, their honour, or their fortune, 
inſtantly every precaution is uſed to 
guard againſt it, even while it is yet 
doubtful, or beheld in a diſtant proſpect. 


With regard to the evils of eternity, the 
danger is certain and preſſing; and till 


wavering, = uncertain, ever neglected, 


and put off to another time. They ſleep 


with the utmoſt compoſure in the very 


arms of death and hell; ſupported only 
by the hope that, at ſome future time, 


2 they ſhall change their lives, though yet 


they take no ſtep towards that change: 
and, which ts ſtill more inconceivable, 


E 4 5 thoſe 


BS 
| thoſe who defer their converſion, alfow 
_ that they muſt be converted, or periſh : 
55 they acknowledge that to die impenitent 
is the ſure prelude to unutterable woe, 
and at the ſame time bring excuſes for 
delaying their converſion, which are ſo 
trivial, that it may ſeem below the dig- 
nity of the pulpit to undertake gere 
to refute them. 

Their paffions, they fay, are et tively 
and impetuous: they are now in the 
blooming ſeaſon of youth, or in the fulk 
vigor of life, to which the gravity and 
ſeriouſneſs of a virtuous and regular train 
of conduct ſeem leſs ſuitable. In a ſhort 
time the ſpring of life will have paſſed 
away; then their behaviour will become 
naturally more ftaid and prudent: chen, 
having run the giddy round of pleaſure; 
and feeling how little real ſatisfaction 
ſprings from it, they ſhall find lefs diffi- 
culty in deſpiſing it: chen, too, their 
reaſon wilt have arrived at that degree 
of maturity which is neceſſary for guiding 
and . fo' arguous an under= 
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taking. When that time comes, theß 
will begin the work of reformation in 
good earneſt, and nothing ſhall induce 
them to lay it aſide. _ | 
But ſtop, my brethren, one «little mo- = 
ment. Before you lay any ſtreſs on this 
mode of reaſoning, it is ſurely natural 
to aſk you, who has aſſured you, that 
you will arrive at the term which you 


ius confidently mark out for yourſelves? 


How do you know that death vill not 
take you by ſurpriſe in the midſt of theſe 
years, which you intend to devote to the 

world, and to the indulgence of your paſ- 
ſions? You expect that your Lord will 


come to demand your accounts in the 


evening of liſe. Ah! but he may come 
in the morning, Or at noon, when you | 
think him to be yet at a great diſtance. 
Is the moſt flourilhing youth, or the 
moſt vigorous manhood, any ſecurity 
againſt death ? Surely, without carrying 
your obſervations very far into what 
. paſſes in the world; confining your views 
within the ſmaller circle of your, neigh- 
'-B5 a 
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bours, friends, and acquaintances, you 
wilt find feveral for whom the providence 
of God has opened a grave in the be- 
Finning of their career: you have 
- known ſome, who, like the faireſt flowers 
of the field, in the gayeſt ſtage of their 
being, were whithered, and dried up in 
an inſtant of time; and left you the 
mournful regret of having juſt ſeen and 
admired their opening virtues, their 
ſtrength, their abilities, their flattering 
hopes, and beheld them in a moment 1 | 
„ eee 20 2 
"You know not, you cannot Ie 
abt will befall you on the morrow, or 
before the end of chis very day. Every 
delay is big with danger and terror. You 
| fay;-the Almighty hath frequently given 
to thoſe whoſe youth was conſumed in 
vieious purſuits, time, in a ſuture period 
of their lives, to make their peace with 
him, and return to goodneſs. I know 
it. But what then? Will he -give that 
time to you! Perhaps, you ſay, he will. 
Do es then truſt to a perhaps, in this 
1 279 | momentous 


momentous concern? Oh! remember» 
that you are now conſulting about the 
Intereſts of your immortal ſoul. If you 
were about to embark for a dangerous 
voyage, or -to be engaged in battle, 
would you fay, I need not ſettle my 
temporal affairs; perhaps I ſhall return 
ſafe? And yet, when your ſoul is 
at ſtake, you can reft on ſuppoſitions 
and perhapfes, and make its happineſs 
depend upon yy n contin- 
ee ö f . 
But now, to make that ſuppoſition, 
which is moſt favorable to you, put the 
caſe, that death does not cut you off i in 
the vigor of your. years. Tell me on 
what reaſonable ground you build your 
expedtation, that age will work any real 
change in your heart, or make you more 
diſpoſed to enter on a new life than you 
are at this moment? Certainly; the 


longer you' delay your converſion, the 


deeper is the root which your vicious 

affections will take in your fouts; the 

chains of your criminal habits will wind 
LV. . themlelves 
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themſelves. more cloſely Wund your 


hearts; your corruption will ſpread itſelf 
till further and further. My Chriſtian 


friends, if ever you hope to ſave your 


ſouls - and ſurely you would ſhudder 
and turn pale at the idea of giving up 
that hope for loſt if then you yet hope 
to ſave your ſouls, you can only expect 
falvation from the grace of Jeſus, the 
firſt cauſe of all that is good. If, there- 
fore, you do not now obtain that grace, 
how can you dare to promiſe yourſelves. 
you ſhall hereafter receive it? What! 
do you expect to be ſupported by the 
mercies of heaven, becauſe you continue 
to inſult them? Are you to be received 


into the boſom of God's goodnels, be- 


cauſe you multiply your crimes? What 
is become of that reaſon, that ſolidity of 
judgement, on which you ſo much pride 
yourſelves? Is it only with regard to 
the intereſts of eternity that you are made 


up of contradiQtions, incaphifenrich; 


and abſurdities ? _ 0 
You, 


7 
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You imagine that age will bring a re- 
medy to your diſorders, and therefore 
change your hearts. - Tis all iNuſion. 


E will tell you what age will do for you: __ 


it will make you abandon. certain ſhame- 
ful vices, becauſe years and infirmities 
will render you incapable of committing 
them, or a pallid appetite will begin to 
be diſguſted. at them and to loath them. 
But, although debarred from the actual 
purſuit of baſe pleaſures, or unjuſt inte- 
reſts, it does not thenee follow that you will 
be interiourly diſengaged, from them in 
affection: it does not follow that yqu: will 
repent of the paſt: your heart will not 
worldly, ambitious, covetqus, ſenſual. 
Did I ſay, you will, not repent of the 
paſt? Ahl tis likely you will be then 
further from converſions than ever. A 
courſe of revolving years run throng; 


the ſame habits; the repeated e 
of the children of this world, with whom 
you aſſociate; an attachment to creatures 


faſt en in your ſouls by long con- 
tinuance 


chills of age, if from 


3 


tinuance there, will make your hearts 


callous to every virtuous feeling; will 
efface even thoſe firſt impreſſions of in- 


nocence which earlier years had never 


loſt fight of; and the conſequence wilt 


be, that you will die impenitent. 


You cannot ſay that this is an expreſ- i 
Fon of extravagant "Zeal: it is a truth 
founded on certain and almoſt univerſal 
experience. Examine what paſſes every 


day before your own eyes. C Obſerve the 


condud of all thoſe of your acquaintance 


who have grown old in iniquity. Does 


their love for this world abate? No: 


ſt is extinguiſhed only with their lives. 
You fee the covetous man, even when 
tottering on the brink of the grave, 
more covetous, more penurious than 


ever. The voluptuous, even in the 
ia regard for com 
mon decency they aſſume a different ap- 


pearance, yet, have the ſame taſte for 


. fenſual indulgences, the ſame inclina- 
tions, the ſame heart, which in their 
youth | 22855 formed for themſelves; 
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though now in a body disfigured; en- 
feebled, and emaciated. They renew, in 
the ſight of heaven, the enormities of 
their youth, by the complacence with 
which their imaginations dwell upon 
them: they look with an envious eye on 
thoſe vicious ſatisfactions which they 
cannot now enjoy: they prove that their 
hearts are wedded to alt the follies and 
vices of the young, by creeping as near 
to them as they can in the diſſolutenefs 
of their comportment, the licentiouſneſs 
of their converfation, and the vanities 
_ of dreſs; even fo far as often to expoſe 

| themſelves to public ridicule. Ina word, 
in proportion as the world and its enjoy- 
ments retire to a greater diſtance, they 
purſue them with more avidity. The 
habits they have contracted make vice, 
in a manner, neceſſary, and put it almoſt 

beyond their power to ſubſiſt without it. 
Indeed, my friends, in old age, it will be 
much too late to new-model'your hearts. 
Truſt not to it; for age, bes, Farehy, 


makes a true converſion.” „n eee 
Rut 
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But I ſpeak now. to perſons. of gene- ; 
rous and liberal ſentimens, who are na- 
turally averſe from any thing which is 
mean, baſe, and diſhonorable. I know 
that your Creator formed in your hearts 


theſe ſentiments; and you pride your- 
ſelves on having invariably preſerved 
them. Permit me, therefore, to aſk 
5 aaa ; were there any good proſpe& of 
your being converted at a future time, 
ſtill is not the God who made you, the 
Lord of all times, and of all ages? IS 


there one of your days which does not 


belong to him, or which, he hath given 


you any right to proſtitute to the world 
and its vanities? Is he not jealous of 


your heart? Does he not demand the 


firſt fruits of your life? Is your whole 
life too long to be employed in the ſer- 
vice of him, from whom you received it, 
and who has promiſed it ſhall. be ſuc- 


ceeded by an immortal life hereafter? 


Oh, Chriſtian! what are you doing? 


Fou retrench from him the moſt pre- 
N 3 the nobleſt en of your years 


that 


E 
that you give to his enemies; and for 
him you reſerve the refuſe of your paſs 
ſions, the very dregs of your life. 
My brethren, whenever you delibe- 
ratelydetermine within yourſelves to put 
off your converſion till an advanced age, 
in effect you ſay to your God, what I 
cannot repeat without trembling 
dare to ſay to bim; ; for, although your 
tongue would falter did you attempt ta 
expreſs it in words, yet he reads it in 
your heart: — “ 0 Lord, as long as I 
am fit for * * and its pleafures, do 
When nothing elſe that is attracting {halt 
offer itfelf, then 1 will turn to thy 
goodneſs, then beg of thee to accept a 
heart which the world has rejeded: vou 
may be ſerved when I can do nothing 
ele.” Wretch, unworthy ever to praiſe 
the mercies of a God whom you thus out- 
rageouſſy abuſe! will he receive ſuch a 
facrifice as this? will he admit you to his 
grace and friendfhip? Juſt God, againſt 


7 whom then 1 is thy en enkindled. 


L © 
if ſuch as theſe feel not the moſt dreadful 
effects fit? I and 
II. I come now to the cond! tant 

—your affairs, your engagements with 
the world. It would have been a great 
happineſs, you acknowledge, if you had 
given your heart to your Redeemer from 
your infant years: you wiſh you” had 
done ſo: gut, you fay, it is now too 
late for that; I have taken a different 
courſe; I have followed the common 
track. The torrent of the world has 
| hurried me along; I am now very deeply 
engaged in its concerns; I have many 
and troubleſome affairs upon my hands; 
TI have contrafted engagements which I 
cannot yet break through. Things will 
by and by take a better turn; I ſhalhbe 
more at liberty, have more leiſure, and 
better opportunities to ſerve God, than 
I can poſſibly find now. When the cri 
minal engagements I am now under ſhall 
ceaſe, 1 will form no more: then, once 
for all, I will range an en the 


| . 4: v6 41 non dy 
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W ill you, indeed, my brethren? If 
theſe be your diſpoſitions, I may venture 
to affirm, you moſt likely never will. — 
You wait for a more favourable ſituation z 
for a time when you will find few or no 
impediments, difficulties, or incum-, 
brances: but that time will never come: 
one affair finiſhed, another will ftart up; 
one temptation now indulged, will call 
up againſt you twenty others, more vio- 

lent, more inſurmountable. Call to 
mind what has heretofore befallen you: 
you have frequently determined in your 
ovn mind, that, ſuch an engagement ful- 
filled, you would return to the ſervice of 
God: you fixed that moment for the end 

of your crimes, and the beginning of 
your repentance. Well; that moment 
came: the death, or the inconſtancy of 
the object, your own diſguſts, or ſome 
other accident ſet you free; and never- 
theleſs you are not yet converted. 
Other objetts preſented themſelves; you 
forged for yourſelves new chains; you 


dene aun former | reſolutions; and 
vour 
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your laſt ſtate became arſe than the 


: firſt. 


Indeed, my beloved friends, if the 
concerns of this world could excuſe 
your delay, hardly would there be found 
one among the damned who is juſtly 
condemned. Do you think that thoſe 


unhappy ſouls who are the victims of 


God's eternal juſtice, did not intend ſome _ 
time or other to be converted? Doubt- 


lefs they did: it would be phrenzy and 


raging madneſs deliberately to chooſe to 
be loſt eternally. No: afk them one by | 
one; each will reply, that, ſuch a birſi- 


neſs tranſacted, ſuch a point gained, 


ſuch an obſtacle removed, he was deter- 
mined to repent; and he will tell you 
likewiſe, in“ all the agomes of W and 
deſpair, that death ſurpriſed him before 
that appointed moment came. This is 
a common caſe; alas! much too com- 
mon. Vour engagements, your affairs, 


your diſtractions, and temptations, way 


never end, till the end of life, till you 


cloſe your eyes on this world for ever. 


How 


5 L a J 
How often are the Miniſters of God 
called to ſinners lying on the bed of 
death, who are bound by a thouſand 
chains of criminal and confined: habits, 
which death alone will break! And 
what do we hear from them but expreſ- 
ſions of bitter and uſeleſs regret, for hav- 
ing been thus miſerably ſurpriſed; and 
vain proteſtations of what they would 
have done, if they could but have fore- 
ſeen it? This, for the moſt part, is all 
they are capable of expreſſing or con- 
ceiving. Ah! my friends, when we are 
introduced in thoſe awful moments, we 
ſhould have no other duty to diſcharge 
towards our agonizing brother, but the 
pleaſing duty of a comforter. But, alas! 
| fad change! we are obliged to terrify 
him with the fight of his multiplied ini- 
quities. Inſtead of being able to exhort 
him to meet death with joy, to ſmile in 
hope and confidence at the view of his 
paſt good deeds; we are forced to em- 
ploy our labours in aiding him to recall 
do bis remembrance the ſhameful diſor- 
1 5 ders 
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ders of his life. That done, in ſuch a 
confuſed and imperfe& manner as his 
ſituation will admit of, we exhort him to 
weep over his crimes, to call on his Re- 
deemer, to bathe his criminal ſoul in als 
precious blood of Jeſus: we repeat to 
him that ſacred name: we preſent before 
his dying eyes the image of his crucified 
Lord, to animate his hope, and melt his 
heart with compunction. He hears per- 
haps our exhortations; he gives ſome 
exterior marks of repentance. We ad- 
miniſter to him thoſe ſacred myſteries of 
which ve are the diſpenſers. But is his 
heart changed? Is it moſt probable his 
converſion is fincere? Ah! he has ex- 
pired, and perhapsis already condemned 
to eternal miſery. Yes, my beloved 
friends! when his ſoul has departed from 
the body, inſtead of being conſoled by 
the hope that we have opened for it the 
gates of heaven, we return home penſive 
and afflicted; ſadly ruminating on its 
misfortune, and bewailing its dreadfully 


uncertain Hate. If you delay your con- 
1 + verſion, 


E 98 
verſion, this is the melancholy office we 
Hall one day have to diſcharge for you. 
3 Oh! do not truſt to that laſt iſſue. If 
8 find it difficult to change your heart 
now, it will be more difficult, and next 
to impoſſible then. Come, be no longer 
thus miſerably impoſed upon: begin 
from this moment: try at leaſt what you 
can do. When a mariner is ſhipwrecked, 
and given to the mercy of the waves, 
does he not try at firſt, whether by ſwim- 

ming he can gain the nearcſt coaſt, or 
arrive at ſome means of ſafety? Does he 
make no effort? uſe no ftrength? Does 
he ſay to himſelf, . Perhaps I ſhall not be 
able to ſupport myſelf, therefore J will 
not attempt it? No, my friends: life is 
dear to him. He tries, he ſtruggles, he 
Hbours, till his ſtrength is quite exhaufted, 
his ſpirits ſpent : he does not give way 
till the violence of the billows forces him 
to ſubmit to his melancholy doom.— 
Sinner, you are periſhing: the waves 
ruſh in upon you from every fide: the ; 
torrent carries you rapidly on to the 
| abyſs 
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5 abyſs of ts on; And do 


you loſe the moments in which alone you 
can have any'proſpett of being ſaved, in 


heſitating whether you ſhall. ſtrive to 
eſcape the danger, x when it is certain that, 
if you ſtrive, you will infallibly eſcape 
it? Oh! you will not ſure be ſo infa- 
158 ed, ſo mad. Labour! in earneſt: be 
. ; be vigorous; do what is in 


your power; and behold your Redeemer 
ſtretehes out his omnipotent and com- 


paſſionate arm to raiſe you up, to bring 
you ſafe through: every pertl which ſur- 


rounds you, to lead you into a harbour 
| of (mg and. Meer. e N 1 
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* 3 SE RMON v. 9 I 
THE NATIVITY. 6 
On the wiſe commas, by 1. in che 5 1 
Stable of Beihlehem. 1 a i 
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Glory to God in the higheſt; aud on carth 20 
ane to men Ne will. Luke, ii. 14. | I 
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open before us in the birth of Jefus! 1 | | 


will not attempt to deſcribe it: only the oo» 
eloquence of a Chryſoſtome can be in 2 
any degree equal to 10 noble a theme: =—_ 


A God,” ſays this holy Doctor, de- 
« ſcends upon the earth, and man is 
5 elevated to heaven. Men and An- 
gels are aſſociated together, and unit- 
« ed in harmonious concert. The en- 
mity which had long ſubſiſted between 
© GOd and man, ſubſiſts no more. x 
„ Human nature enters into a covenant 
You; I. * with 
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« with the Deity. The Devil ; is ; put = 


<« ſhame, and compelled to a precipitate 
« flight. Death is bound in chains. 
« The gates of heaven are thrown open. 


« Error is baniſhed from the earth, and 


© Truth reſumes her dominion over the 


cc children of men. 5 The doctrines of 


« virtue are every where diſſeminated, 
« and every where crowned with a 


uxuriance of fruits.” Theſe are the 
bleſſings which the birth of Jeſus brings 
to the earth ; and theſe are but a prelude 


to bleſſings incomparably greater in a , 


future world. 
_ - Join PEP IE your voices with thoſe 


of the bright hoſts of heaven, and with 
the ſervants of God throughout the 
earth, in ſinging hymns of glory to God 


in the higheſt, while you tafte the deli- 


cious fruits of that peace which Jeſus 


| imparts to men of good-will; for I ſpeak 


now only to men, of good-will, I ad- 


dreſs myſelf to you who have run to 
meet and welcome your infant Saviour, 
who OI . his feet all your | 


| crimes 
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crimes and miſeries, and have now good 
grounds to hope that you have received 


the adoption of ſons of God. But to you, 
Chriſtian brother, if there be any one 
in this aſſembly, whoſe heart is ſo callous 


io every generous feeling, as to remain 


under the dominion of fin and death in 
this ſeaſon of mercy, bounty, and love; 
to you what can I ſay? To tell you te 

Tejoice, would be to flatter you to your 
own deſtruction. Great God, how 


ſhocking is the reflection, that the hu- 
man heart, formed as it is for truth and 


virtue, and made ſuſceptible of every 
ſoft and tender impulſe, can ftill remain 


impenetrable to the light of truth, inſen- 
ſible to all the attractions of virtue, and 


to every endearing invitation of love! 


But I turn away my eyes from that 
melancholy ſpettacle, and am conſoled 


5 by the hope, that we have all prepared 


the ways of the Lord; that Jefus isborn 
in our ſouls; that we are now united 
to him, and wiſh to live henceforward 
1 _ by him, and in bint alone. IF 

ra this 


Cs - 


this be your diſpoſition, my brethren, 


come with me this day in ſpirit to the 
ſtable of Bethlehem, and contemplate 


your infant Saviour. There he will 
teach you how-to accompliſh the object 


of your deſires; there he will teach you 
the only means of living by his ſpirit, 


and being perpetually aſſociated with 


him. Nothing can ſeparate you from 


Jeſus, but a fondneſs for this world, and 
the things of this world; and he wilłk ef- 
feQually teach you to deſpiſe the world, 
and to raiſe yourſelves above all it can 
promiſe or beſtow. That I may make 


you anxious to acquire this heavenly 
wiſdom, I will firſt explain to you its 
importance, and alſo endeavour to make 


you ſenſible that Jeſus alone can teach 


it. That done, we will ſee how elo- 


quentiy he does teach it from h man- 
W in which he is laid. * 
I. In order clearly to Lifcdver &f how 


ö great importance to our happineſs, is the 


acquiring of that temper of mind which 
Will n us to __ the FRO and 


$1 | look 


Fi nas: Þ 

look with indifference on alt that 
paſſes with time, it will be expedient to 
make a ſhort enquiry into the natural 
condition of man in this mortal life. 
Man is a being poſſeſſed of an immortal 
ſoul: he has a mind capable of elevating 
itſelf, even to the contemplation of the 
Deity; and the defires of his heart, vaſt 
and unbounded like the immortal princi- 
ple whence they proceed, are never to be 
ſatisfied but by the poſſeſſion of an iufi- 
nite good. When he obtains-all'he co- 
veted on earth, he is ſtill uneaſy ; there 
remains a void not yet filled up. His de- 
fires increaſe with his en joyments; and» 
after hurrying on from one purſuit to an- 
other, he ſits down breathleſs, and fatigued 
with his fruitleſs labour, and confeſſes 
that all is vanzzy and affliction of ſpirit. 

- To place the corrupting influence of 
ourearthly attachments in a clearer light, 
we may likewiſe obſerve, that, however 
ve may be ſeduced to deviate from the 
line of moral rectitude, there ſtill re- 
mains inherent in our nature an innate 


"2 pro- 


| 
ö 
[| 
| 
| 
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world, that, forgetting or relinquiſhing 
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propenſity towards goodneſs, a natural 
love for virtue. The principles of the 
| law of nature are ſo deeply impreſſed on 


gur minds, that no depravity can ever 
entirely efface them. An interior moni- 


tor ſtill whiſpers to us, that the law of 


God is beautiful and lovely, and more 
deſirable than gold and precious jewels. 
The moſt abandoned of men cannot help 


eſteeming and venerating in others, that 
virtue which he has not himſelf reſolu- 
tion to practiſe. Every ſin to which we 

ceonſent, is followed by a remorſe of 


conſcience, an anguiſh of heart, that - 
mingles a bitter ingredient with every 
pleaſure, and empoiſons- n = ts 
n 1 

Here then we Sia this lunepiable. 


Yo our earthly attachments: 
for, notwithſtanding we have been thus 
gifted b our bountiful Creator, ſtill ſo 


powerful are the allurements of this 


the noble objects which are ſuited to the 


e our n ſouls, in con- a 


-—  tewwpt 


1 
tempt of the native charms which virtue 

| diſplays, in ſpite of that fell remorſe: 

which tortures the ſoul after every cri- 
minal indulgence, we ſuffer them to drag 
us along to the embraces of vice, with 
all its baſeneſs and deformity. The cor- 
ruption of our nature by original fin 
has ſpead over our underſtandings a dark 
cloud of ignorance, and degraded the 
dignity of the human heart, by cauſing. 
all its affections which the Creator made 
ſo noble, ſo great, ſo generous, to bend 

don tothe earth in purſuit of low, vile, 
and ſenſual gratifications. 
Hence, as we find ourſelves ſurrounds: 5 1 
ed by a variety of ſenſible objects which | 
conſtantly preſent themſelves to our at- 

_ tention, and invite our love with a ſpe- 
cious appearance of good, we are taken 
by the gilded bait. The honours and 
dignities of this world offer to raiſe us 
to the utmoſt height of our wiſhes: its 
riches and poſſeſſions, with the diſtinc- 

| tions e on them, dazzle our fight; 

PF 1 E its 
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is pleaſures i invite us to their embraces, 
and aſſure us, that happineſs 1 is the por- 


tion of thoſe who give a looſe rein to- 


every appetite and defire: and we are ſo 
deluded, as to employ our whole ſouls in 
the purſuit of theſe enjoyments; our 
love for them is- the ſource of all our 
_ guilt, and of all our misfortunes. It is 
evident, there fore, that until our affec- 


tions be diſengaged from created objects, 


we never can attain that virtue which is 
the perfection of our nature, nor that 


happineſs which is the end of our being. 
II. But how ſhall we acquire this 
temper-of mind? Where can we imbibe 


this important wiſdom, which is at once 


the ſcience of virtue and happineſs? 
Will human reaſon alone ſuffice toteach 


it? Is it to be acquired in the ſchools of 


the Philoſophers ? No, my brethren: 
none but Jeſus can enlighten our dark 
neſs; can ſhow us, by his beavenly doc- 7 


- trines and divine example, the vanity of 
human things, and dire our bewildered 


Hops i into the * of peace, It is true, 
: the 


N 
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the ancient Philoſophers were able, by 
the light of reaſon, to diſcover, in ſome 
degree, the neceſſity of deſpiſing earthly 
enjoyments. They even - figured to 
themſelves the image of a certain perfec- 
tion of virtue, which they ſaid would 
exalt man to a reſemblance with the 


Deity. ' But this virtue, of which the 


diſciples of Zeno ſo much boaſted, which 
they inculcated in ſo many moral lec- 
tures, and have painted in all the co. 
louring of eloquence, never had an exiſt⸗ 


ence among them, but in their imagi- 
nations. They pleaſed themſelves with 
delineating a perfect form of wiſdom, 


which was never realiſed in the conduct 
of human life. The faint glimmering of 


light which they enjoyed, proved inſuf- 
_ ficient to conduct themſelves; and con- 
ſequently their endeavours: to inſtruct 
others were languid and unſucceſsful. 
Moreover, their reaſonings about virtue 
were ſo refined, as to be raiſed above the 


comprehenſion of any, but men of learn- 


* and education: the illiterate, there- 
2 ** e fore, 


* 


% 


[ws] 
fore, and the vulgar, who are by much 
the greater portion of mankind, could 
receive: no benefit from their inſtruc- 
tions. Add to theſe obferyations, that 
they wanted authority to enforce the leſ- 
ſons they delivered. When they ſought 
to perſuade mankind to undervalue the 
joys and comforts of this life, they had 
nothing to offer in their place; for, with 
reſpett to a future ſtate of exiſtence, they 
were themſelves wavering and uncertain. 
We muſt therefore have recourſe to 
a higher authority; we muſt be guided 
by a brighter and more ſteady light ;. we 
we muſt go to Jeſus, the eternal word of 
God, whoſe doctrines ean admit of no 
deviations from truth and wiſdom. He 
_ *knows what is really advantageous to us; 
and that he teaches, becauſe he loves us 
with the tendereſt affection. Whatever 
counſelshe gives us, whatever injunctions 
he lays upon us, are calculated to pro- 
mote our true intereſts. He does not 
inſtruct us by the refinement of metaphy- 
- kcal A: or the ſubtleties. of lo- 
* | ical 
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gical argument; he loves the great and the 
vulgar, the learned and the illiterate, with 
equal affection: and therefore hath deliver 
ed the precepts of heavenly wiſdom in a 
ſtyle ſo clear and ſimple, that the mean 
eſt capacity can, without difficulty, com- 
prehend all that is neceſſary for ſecuring 
his peace and advantage in time and 
eternity. He is at once the ſource of 
light and ſtrength. The heart of man 
is in his hands; he can faſhion it aecord- 
ing to his pleaſure, and make the inſtruca 
tions he imparts ſink deep into our ſouls. 
He is the way; in his footſteps we are to 
walk to all that is great and good: he is 
the truth; following his guidance we 
cannot be miſled :: he is the life ; he has 
conquered ſin and death, and opened the 
gates of immortality. to thoſe - who put 
themſelves under his direction, and form 
their. lives and actions after the model. 
he has ſet. before them; i in his own con- 
verſation among men. Ohl them let it 
be our principal ſtudy to imitate his life 
2 conduct. And behold, my brethren, : 

: y. 6 no the 
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the firſt inſtruction he gives us evinces 
the neceſſity of weaning our affections 
from the things of this world. The firſt 
moment of his mortal exiſtence, he be- 
gins to teach this leſſon; and he conti- 
nues teaching it, to his laſt ehe 
breath upon the croſs. - 
III. Come then, my beloved e 
let us, with the ſhepherds,, go over to 
Bethlehem: and let us fee this thing that 
is come to paß, which the Lord hath ſhowed 
to us. Entering into a bleak and deſpt- 
cable habitation, we behold a helpleſs 
infant ſhivering with cold, wrapt up in 
mean and humble rags, incapable of ut- 
terance, weeping, ſuffering, and ſur- 


rounded by every mark of abjeftion. 


If you give way to the feelings of fleſh 
and blood, you will commiſerate his 


condition; the tear of pity will ſtart 


5 from 1 your eyes: you will call what you 
n. affliction, diſtreſs, and miſery. 
But, to yount is given to nom tie myſtery 
* the kingdom of God. Your faith in- 
forms you, that this helpleſs infant is He, 
Fen "SS e 


Cope 3 2 

who, by his omnipotent word created 
the heavens and the earth. Under 
5 this mean appearance He is concealed, 
to whom belongs the earth and the fullnefs 
thereof. He that lies in this manger is 

that Being, whoſe immenſity fills the 
whole creation. This weeping child is 
He, who by the light of his countenance 
gives ſplendor and glory to the heavenly 
| Jeruſalem, and enkindles joy and glad- 
neſs in the hearts of men and . angels. 


He is ſpeechleſs now, but he is the eter- 


nal word of God: in him are all the 
treaſures of the knowledge of God; 
from him all light, all ſcience, all elo- 
quence is derived. You behold him in 
a ſtable, under a ſhelter deſigned for the 


| beaſts of the field, attended by his poor 


parents; but the eye of faith diſcoyers 
millions of celeſtial ſpirits ſurrounding 
the crib in which he lies, caſting their 
crowns at his feet, and, with profound 
adoration, giving to him benediction, and 
: Maggi) and 81019, and ops _ ever and 
c ber. 5 | 
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Whence then this poverty, this mean- 
neſs? It is not, it cannot be the effect 
of any neceſſity. It muſt therefore he 
his own choice; and it is a choice made 
by the wiſdom of the Moſt High God; 
not with a view to any advantage which 
could reſult to it from himſelf, but that 
he might teach us wiſdom, and engage us 
to content - ourſelves with what he has 
choſen for our example. Here let us 
pauſe awhile, my brethren. Oh! how 
are all the maxims of worldly love, and 
worldly pride, here at once confuted and - 
eonfounded! How are the ſplendours of 
earthly ambition eclipſed in a moment! 
How defpicable do riches appear! How 
are the pleaſures of this life ſtripped. of 
their painted charms, when ve reflect on 
the choice: made by eternal We and. 
— nhl, 6 
Draw near now, and . this 
ſpeRtacle, you who paſs anxious days and 
reſtleſs nights intent on the acquiſition of 
wealth, and the extending of your poſ- 
ware 2 88 whoſe affections are ſo 
captivated: 


L. * 

eaptivated by the mammon of this world, 
that to it you facrifice your virtue, your 
conſciences, your immortal ſouls; draw 
near, and learn how contemptible is the 
object for which you labour and toil. 
See the choice which Jeſus has made, 
and learn in what eſtimation you ought 


to hold thoſe riches which truth itſelf 


deſpiſed. 'You, who, in this inclement 


and ſevere ſeaſon, when the cry of forrow 
and diſtreſs continually ſounds in your 
ears, and you are ſurrounded by the 
gloomy and mournful habitations of po- 
verty, ſickneſs, and affliction, cannot 
prevail upon yourſelves to part with a 
ſmall pittance towards the relief of your 
indigent brethren in Jeſus Chrift, al. 
though you live in the full enjoyment of 
the ſuperfluities, delicacies, and luxuries 
ol life come to Bethlehem, contemplate 
your infant Saviour. He vill teach you 
that; inſtead of taking delight in a ſu- 
perabundance of earthly poſſeſſions, you 

ſhould fear to be encumbered with them: 
yu ſhould conſider them as a burthen, 


a a heavy * 


— 


— 
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a heavy * beſet with many perils. 
He was himſelf poor, that he might bring 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed of affluence to 
a ſenſe of their danger, from conſidering 
the oppoſition of their ſtate to his; that 
he might induce them to look on them 
ſelves as the ſtewards of the great Ruler 
of the Univerſe, and haſten, with eager 
ſolicitude, to employ their ſuperfluities 
in ſcattering bleſſings along the ſorrow- 
ful walks of poverty and diſtreſs. 
Let the ſlaves of worldly vanity— 
let thoſe who idolize their periſhable 
beauty—who devote a conſiderable part 
of their mornings, the moſt valuable 
portion of their time, to conſultations 
about the frivolous article of dreſs, or to 
the providing and adjuſting of vain and 
fanciful decorations for the body, and 
their evenings to the diſplay of their 
Aer in the gay ſcenes of diſſipation 
and pleaſure let them come into the 
ſtable of Bethlehem. Surely they will 
not dare to ſtand in the preſence of their 
humble Saviour, decked out with all 
55 TT» .-* their 


1 
their gaudy trappings, in a ſtate ſo oppo- 
ſite to that which he has choſen!— 
No: they will bluſh for themſelves: 
and being content hereafter, with giving 
that attention-to the exterior which the 
| decency of their reſpective ſtations may 
demand, they will begin to employ the 
hours formerly engroſſed by luxury and 
vanity, in cultivating the beauties and 


graces of the mind; which, in the eyes 


"of Jeſus, will be ever eſtimable and 


amiable. 
Let the proud and che 3 man, 
who, pluming bimſelf on the advantages 


of his birth, education, and fortune, 


looks down with contemptuous inſolence 


upon thoſe of his fellow creatures, on 
whom Providence has not beſtowed the. 
ſame exterior bleſhings—let him learn 


here, that virtue, wiſdom, and excellence, 
far ſuperior to his own; may be found 


clothed in rags, and fitting on a dung. 
hill. Let him be convinced of this; and 
he will never deſpiſe any man on ac- 
. count of his . * things, which 
8 can 


can never bring with them any intrinke 
merit to their poſſeſſor. Ah! my 
brethren, when we behold how much 


the poor are deſpiſed by perſons of ſu- | 


perior dignity and fortune, we have great 
reaſon to apprehend, that the great ones 
of this age, had they been at Bethlehem 
at the time of the Nativity of the Son of 
God, would, like the Jews, have been 
ſcandalized at his poverty; would have 
allowed his poor parents no place in the 
inn; would have turned him out to all 
the hardſhips of cold and want; would. 
have been much too delicate to viſit his 
humble abode. While the God of hea- 
ven looked down upon it with pleaſure 
and delight; while trembling angels mi- 
niſtered unto him; they, worms of the 
earth, would probably have paſſed by 
him with filent contempt; or, had they 
ſtopped, it would have been to laugh his 
poverty to ſcorn. , I do not exaggerate; 
this is what is daily done to the poor, 
and the poor are the repreſentatives of 


5 e earth: he has declared, that 
what 


— 
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what is done to them, is done allo to 
1 ROW. 
But let not th poor be diſheartened: 

Come, my beloved, you that earn your 
bread by the ſweat of your brow ; you 
that are little and mean in the eyes of 
men, approach with confidence to your 
Saviour. What have you to be aſhamed 
of in your poverty? Frequently, uneaſi-. 
neſs and impatience are the attendants of 
your lowly condition. Beholding the 

proſperity of others, your hearts are de- 


8 jected. Vou ſecretly murmur at Divine 


Providence, becauſe you are not rich 
and great, as ſome of your fellow crea- 
ture are, whoſe apparently happier lot 
you envy and covet. Come now, bring 
your murmurings and your reproaches 
to the ſtable of Bethlehem. With what 
vill you reproach your Saviour ? that he 
has made you hke to himfelf, that he 


has delivered you from temptations? that 


he has ſecured you from dangers? that 
he has conducted you along the path that 


leads to immortal bliſs? Ah! dry up 
| thoſe 


* 
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thoſe tears; huſh thoſe complaints: they 
are unworthy of you. Begin now to 
prize, to ſet a value upon your humble 
ſtate. Walk cheerfully on without a 
ſigh or remonſtrance, in the footſteps of 
your divine maſter. | 
Thus, Chriſtian brother, by br 
attentively the example which our infant 
Saviaur hath ſet before us, by laying up 
carefully in our hearts all that we ob 
ſerve as his Virgin Mother did, whether 
ve be rich or poor, great or little in this 
world, we ſhall receive a moſt uſeful and. 
comfortable inſtruction. Thoſe amonglt 
us who have. the things. of this world, 
will learn to uſe them as if they uſed - 
them not; and thoſe who. are deprived 
of them, will. feel no real pain, and little 
| trouble for the loſs. All will renounce 
them in affection, though they retain the 
poſſeſſion of them ſor the uſes for which 
Providence has originally deſigned them. 
We ſhall no longer ſerve the elements of 
this world; but, as it becomes thoſe who 
axe the adopted ſons of God, in the midſt of 
| 2 


CE 
the various revolutions of the earth, 
heaven will be the firſt object of our at- 
tention; -our hearts will be invariably 
fixed on itsjoys till the hour come when 
we ſhall be called to the poſſeſſion ons our 
- eternal inheritance, eee 
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I E R M 0 N VI. 
SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY. 


On the 3 and employment o of Time. | 


Riſe, thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from tlie 
dead, and Chriſt ſhall enlighten- thee. 

See, therefore, brethren, how you walk 

circumſpectly, not as unwiſe, but as wiſe ; 
redeeming the time, for the "_ are en 
Eph. v. 14. : 
WL indeed, well might St. Paul 
admoniſh us, that the firſt fruit of the 
wiſdom which-Jeſus imparts to mankind, 
ſhould appear in the good employment 
of our time. The abuſe of time is the 
ſource of many evils; nay, it is true, in 
fact, that all the crimes of our lives imply 
the abuſe of time. Time is the meaſure 
- life. If our time therefore be well 
ſpent, our lives are well ſpent; and we | 


walk 


ftawÞ_ © 


22550 in a manner worthy the vocation 5 


much we have been called. 


_ One year of this time boos now elapſed, 


| Lince laſt you celebrated the myſteries 
which at preſent are the objects of your 
. devotion; and when you look back upon 


it, bow ſhort, how tranſient does it ap- 


| pear! ' How like a ſhadow has it paſt ra- 
pidly away, and hardly left any trace be- 
dind! It could leave nothing behind it, 
but ſtings of remorſe for the crimes to 


which it was made witneſs, or thoſe 


pleaſing emotions which ariſe in a vir- 
tuous heart, from the view of the good 
works which have been treaſured up in 
the courſe of it. You are indeed happy, 
if you feel many of theſe emotions; 
happy if you taſte thoſe ſweets of inno- 
cence. Ah! my friends, indeed no hu- 
man joy can ſtand the competition with 
them: all earthly ſatisfactions quickly 


paſs away; but the delights which virtue 


gives, fubſiſt throughout eternity. Vou 
are now entering on another year; per- 


"" the laſt of your mortal exiſtence. 
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It may be the laſt to all; and it is more 
bdiuan probable, it will be ſo at leaſt to 
* ſome of us who are here aſſembled. If, 
therefore, when before the awful at 
nal of conſcience, you review the actions 
and employments which have filled up 
the paſt year; ;—if the retroſpect give you 
comfort, that will be a new motive for 
purſuing the remainder of your way 
through life in the ſame pleaſing and 
happy path. If, on the other hand, little 
preſents itſelf in ſuch a review, which 
can give you heart- felt pleaſure; if the 
actions and occupations of the laſt 
twelve months exhibit but a melancholy 
ſcene of crimes committed, duties neg- 
leted, precious and invaluable mo- 
ments ſquandered away, and ſacrificed 
to folly and guilt; ariſe, I beſeech you, 
from the ſleep of death, Begin now to 
work for God, and for eternity. Work, 
1 while yet you have light; for the night 
3 is advancing faſt upon you. Remem- 
ber, that unleſs you now ſet your con- 
ſcience in order, the year into which you 
2; 5 e 
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are entering will paſs the like the for- 
mer: at the end of it you will find 


nothing in your hands, nothing laid up 
for the ſupport of your ſouls in a future 
life; and days and hours which might- 


have been the price of endleſs felicity, 
will have been proſtituted to the dread- 


| ful purpoſe of accumulating the judge 


ments of God upon your guilty head, 
and purchafing an eternity of woe. 


1 am confident, that were you once 
made truly ſenſible of the walue f 
- time, you would dread the loſs of any 
part of it, you would huſband' it to the 
beſt advantage. 1 will therefore now, 


in the firſt place, make ſome reflections 
on its value; and ſecondly, point out the 


manner in which we are to employ it, ſo 


as beft to anſwer the end we which i it 1s 
beſtowed upon us. 
I. Had the ſeverity of God's jette 
been fully exerted in our regard, the 
puniſhment of the firſt fin which we 
committed, would have been immediate 
| death; but our redemption through 


Vor- CC . 


* | 
| 
| 
, 
| 
i 
ö 

5 "i 


; i , 
% 1" 
< - — 7 
r . . §— , r re — ——— . Ee. it os 
— ec — — =_ 


* < 1 „ 
1 
, 1 
, * — A CARNas re ——— . w . We. 4 n 


— E IEA. 
aw4 —— —— Ne ans 
© I Rt . e ²˙— V ⁵ Dm. K. — dvumnæXæłÆł] .. Pont EEEY IT Ten» 1 OBE» —— 


reer "Xe 12 * 


© 
I * - 
rr r 


# o 
R os 


— . mu = 


— 


_ 't 122. +. 
Chriſt Jeſus has mitigated the ſentence | 
pronounced againſt us: his blood has 
blotted out the hand-writing which CON- 
ſigned us to inſtant death. Though 
children of wrath, and children of death, 
yet we live. We are allowed a certain 
term of years, becauſe Jeſus died in our 
place: the years therefore, the days, the 
hours, which we exiſt upon earth, are ſo 
many bleſſings derived to us from his 
merits. The time which. we ſo laviſhly 
ſquander away was purchaſed for us by 
the blood of Jeſus; and purchaſed, that 


in it we might by our future aſſiduity, 


atone for the criminal abuſe of our former 
time; that we might have room to merit, 


and an opportunity for exerciſing thoſe 


virtues which give a title to life eternal. 
Conſequently, each day, hour, and mo- 


ment, if improved to advantage, may 


purchaſe for us an additional degree of 
glory in heaven. How ſenſeleſs then 
muſt we be, if we ſuffer this precibus 
time to paſs away unprofitably! A 
When we conſider the 1 important ws 


for which time was given, and reflect 
| witha\- 
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0 withal on the ſhortneſs of its duration, | 


ſuch a condut muſt appear to be at 


once the moſt lamentable ef all follies, 


and the baſeſt ingratitude. The end of 


life advances ſo precipitately upon us, 


that we cannot be too much in haſte to 


employ the period of our exiſtence to 


the greateſt advantage. Were we cer- 
tain we ſhould live here during a long 
ſeries of ages, even that time would not 
be too much to be all employed in me- 
riting happineſs which ſhall never end. 


But, at leaſt, in ſuch a length of time, 


we might have a chance of making up 
for the ſmall portions of it which may 
have been loſt. Inthat caſe, ſome days 
and hours ſquandered away, would be 
an almoſt imperceptible point, when 


* compared with ſo many ages. But, alas! 


my friends, our whole life is but an im- 


perceptible point. The longeſt life fo 
quickly paſſes away; our years are con- 


fined within ſo narrow a circle, that we 
can have nothing to loſe, nothing to 


ſpare. Like the meteor which darts a 
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d 
tranſient gleam athwart the gloom of 
night, and inſtantly diſappears, we juſt 
ſhow ourſelves upon the earth, and are 
ſeen no more: and of this ſhort ſpace, 
nearly one third part is ſacrificed to 
deep. When this is retrenched, what 
is there remaining for yourſelves, in 
which you can lay up a proviſion of 8 : 
works for eternity? Truly, you are 
| jeQts of commiſeration, if you are ever 
at a loſs how to employ the little you 
have left, and ſeek to diſpoſe of any 
part of it in vanity and folly. Oh! did 
you reaſon Juſtly, the loſs of one day 
would leave bebind it a more bitter re- 
gret, than the loſs of a fortune, of an 

_ eſtabliſhment, or of any thing defirable 
upon earth! E 
Vet, how an does this precious 
ume lic heavy upon your hands! If we 
look into the higher ſcenes of life, it 
| ſeems as if the great art and ſtudy of 
men was to invent new modes of diſſipa- 
tion, new methods of making time paſs 
er away. "Invention is put 
pen 


1 
upon the rack to deviſe a variety of 
amuſements, in order to kill time. For 
this end, as well as to feed a filly vanity, 
they employ ſo many hours about the 
frivolous article of dreſs; ſo many at 
cards; ſo many more in the inſipidity of 
formal viſits. For this, they run from 
one place of public entertainment to an- 
other, to routs, parties, and aſfemblies, 
in a continual round: and when they 
have tried every means of diffipation, 
every method to relieve the liſtleſſneſs of 
indolence, they ſtill drag on many 
weariſome hours, of which 8 know 
not how to diſpoſe. 0 

And you, my brethren, whoſe time is 
in a great meaſure engroffed by the 
care of providing for your ſubſiſtence, 
and a neceſſary attention to bufineſs; 
how often does the little that remains 

become quite burdenſome to you? How 
frequently do you wiſh, by ſome idle, 
and perhaps dangerous amuſement, to 
eaſe yourſelves of it! There is really 
nothing for which men in general have 
0 ff G 3 * leſs 
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| leſs eſteem than for their time. Frugat | 
in diſpenfing all other human bleſſings, 
their time they give moſt readily. to all 
the world: any one may come and rob 
them of it. They hold themſelves” 
obliged to thoſe who. help them to. paſs 
it away in ſmall-talk and idle chat.— 
Their purſe, which the diſtreſſes of a 
fellow creature can ſo ſeldom open, is 
liberally opened to ſupport thoſe who, 
by furniſhing new amuſements, generally 
vain, often criminal, and always dan- 
gerous, contrive to eaſe them of a part 
of their time. By protracting the hours 
of ſleep beyond the limits of neceſſary | 
refreſhment, they rid themſelves of ſo 
much of their exiſtence. Strange in- 


conſiſtency! while they tremble with 8 


ſerious apprehenſion, left their glaſs 
_ ſhould be nearly run, and time be no 
more allowed them, the time they have 
they are tired of, and ſeek to row it 


out of their hands. 


Remember, my friends, 1 intreat you, 


that, time once : Joſt, the loſs is irrepara- 
| ble. 
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ble. Each Ba and each moment, Was 


given you by the Almighty, that in it 


vou might make gradual advances in 
virtue. The time, therefore, which is 


thrown away unprofitably, leaves you 
in arrears, if I may ſo expreſs it; and, fs 
the length of your earthly career is fixed 
by Providence, the end of it arrives, 
while yet you are far from that degree 


of perfection which can qualify you for 


entering into the kingdom of God. In 


a word, my brethren, we may juſtly rea- 


fon with reſpect to each moment of our 
lives, as we do with regard to the hour 
of our death. We can die but once: 
it is our intereſt therefore to die well; 


becauſe we ſhall return no more to re- 


pair what was deficient. In the ſame 
manner, the preſent moment will never 
return: we can live it but once; when 
ſuffered to ſlide away unprofitably; it is 


loſt, irrecoverably loſt for eternity. Oh! 


perhaps you now touch the fatal moment 
which begins that eternity. | Seize then 


the! preſent time before it | eſcape you: . 
bo 6 4 * turn 
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turn it to advantage: let every hour be 
given to ſomething ſerious, ſomething 
great and noble, ſomething worthy the 
fublime dignity, to which the grace of 


Cbriſtianity has exalted you; ſomething 


1 ſuited to the excellence of your immor- 
tal ſouls. Remember that you are heirs 
of heaven, and are placed here for a 

nobler purpoſe than to amuſe yourſelves, 

and vainly ſport-away your exiſtence, 


« What then!” you will ſay, © is no N 


time 10 be allowed for innocent amuſe- 
ment and recreation? no diverſion to 
unbend the mind, and relieve the body 
from the fatigues of buſineſs and labour? 
J To be ſure, my friends, there is time to 
de allowed for that. It would be a 
weakneſs or a cruelty in me, to pretend 


to deter you from it. But then, re- 


ereation ſuppoſes, that labour and pains 

neceſſary duties are diſcharged; or elſe | 
it cannot be innocent, It is not to be 

made the principal occupation of life; 
| but to be taken merely as a remedy for 


your 
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your weakneſs, and to enable you to 
enter upon action again with freſh vi- 
gour. When taken with that view, the 
hours employed in it are not loſt! they 
are themſelves meritorious; they are an 
increaſe of virtue. But, to remove every 
difficulty on this head, I will now pro- 
ceed to ſhow you in what manner the 
Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus directs you to- 
employ; your time, in your. e 
fituations of life.  _ 
H. Mankind:may. ;bedinided: into two: 
dlaſſes. The firſt, and leſs numerous. 
| claſs is occupied by thoſe whoſe circum- 
ſtances, in point of fortune, raiſe them 
above the neceſſity of applying to any 
determinate kind of labour or occupa-- 
tion for the acquiring. of a ſubſiſtence. 
Theſe; for the moſt part, ſeem to imagine 
dat the purſuit of pleaſure is to be their 
p incipal, if not their only. exerciſe; But, 
it is proper they ſhould be put in mind, 
dhat the life of a Chriſtian, without diſ- 


tinction of rank or fortune, is deſeribed 
in the Goſpel . to be a ſerious occupied. 
34441 e 5. . life: 
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life $ a warfare upon earth. The wiſdom 


of God teaches us, that a life of idleneſs 
(and ſurely a life of pleaſure is at beſt a 
life of idleneſs) is the parent of every 
evil. Remember, my friends, you whom 


the Almighty Ruler of the world hath 
placed in an elevated ſtation, that he ben 


ftowed on you the diſtinctions you enjoy, 
to enable you to become beneficial to 
your fellow creatures. He hath made 
you his agents; he hath appointed you 
his repreſentatives on earth: you are to 
be the inſtruments of his goodneſs, by 


2 ſcattering bleſſings around you; by giv- 
ing comfort to all who are within che 


cirele of your dependants. 
The ſphere. of your beneficence is 
ſomewhat contratted, by your being de- 


| barred, on account of your religious pro- 
ſeſſion, from offices and employments in 


theſeveral departments of the State, which 


make thoſe who diſcharge them with j inte- . 

| grity, an univerſal bleſſing. to the age and 

country in which they live. But, notwith- 
ſanding this circumſtance, which I know 


= „ - not 
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not whether you ought to regret, ſeeingthe 
corruption, the temptations, and dangers, 
to which thoſe ſituations are expoſed; not- 
vithſtanding you are thus ſecluded from 
exhibiting thoſe ſhining acts of goodneſs 
which are recorded in the hiſtoric page, 
you have it in your power to perform 
deeds of charity, which will be written in 
the Book of Life, in characters that mall 
never fade. The ſituation of a private 
Gentleman is that of which every wiſe 
man, were he allowed to chooſe, would 
certainly make choice, in preference to 
the diſtrafting occupations of ambition, 
| the toils for preferment, the ſlavery of 
power. A private Gentleman may do 
much good, if his heart be dilated by 
benevolence: he may diffuſe comforts 
all around him: he may make his ſeat 5 
the hope of the afflicted, the ſolace of 
the wretched: he may make his tenants 
and domeſtics bleſs the hour that gave 
him birth. Beſide th the exerciſes of cha- 
rity, and thoſe of devotion, which will 
occupy a ſhare of his time, another por- 
G 6 tion 
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tion of it may be allotted to the cultiva- 
tion of the mind, to improving ſtudies, to 

the fine arts, and ſuch attainments as be- 
come a Gentleman; becauſe they adorn 
the mind; and enlarge its eonceptions. | 
Oh! my friends, with how mueh more 
real ſatisfaction, to a rational and well- 1 
formed. mind, is time thus employed, 
than in the uſeleſs manner in which the 
 hves of the great in general glide away! 
How much more noble 1s. the occupation OT 
to be engaged in ſeeking out objects for 
the exertions of benevolence, than in pur- 
fuing birds, and following beaſts which 
are running after other beaſts, or ſuch- 
like amuſements, which, though inno- 
ceent in themſelves, when made the main 
buſineſs of life, are inglorious and diſ- 
_ graceful to human nature! Compare the 
pleafure which reſults from the God-like 
employment of making others happy, 
with the delight of lounging in a coffee= 
houſe, growing pale and ſtupid over a 
gaming- table, or with the riot of a mid- 
85 debauch. Wiretehed, indeed, is 
| that 
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chat human being, however exalted" in 
rank, who facrifices health, peace, and 
innocence, at the low 2 . ſenſual 
gratification! | 
With reſpe& to the occupations of 
the ſofter ſex in high life, we cannot 
obſerve without real concern, that in 
theſe days, the diſcharge of domeſtic du- 
ties, the care of children, the manage- | 
ment and good ordering of a family, are 
looked upon as virtues much too homely 
to be practiſed. They have been dif- 
carded with diſgrace ; and in their place 
has been ſubſtituted a paſſion for ſhow | 
without ſubſtance, an infatiable avidity 
after public and private diverſions. 
What employments for a rational being! 
for a parent ! for a Chriſtian f I would 
not wiſh to be ſevere: I have already 
ſaid, that to prohibit moderate amuſe. 
ments would be folly, or cruelty : he 
muſt be little acquainted” with dünn 
nature, who can ſo moralize. Still it is 
evident, that, when diffipating pleaſures 
engage the whole attention, they muſt 
2. . 
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prove fatal to virtue and happineſs. Aſ- 
ſemblies, feaſts, public diverſions, cards, 
various company, &c. ſhould ever be 
conſidered as only temporary relief. 
But the occupations of a Chriſtian woman 
are to be far more excellent. - She 'is 
appointed by Providence to ſuperintend 
the interior concerns of her houſe; to 
form her little ones to virtue and piety 
in their tender years; to inſpe& the mo- 
rals of her domeſtics. It is hers, by 
every ſoft attraction to relieve the heart 
of her huſband from its cares, to heighten 
his joys, to increaſe his comforts, to 
make home the ſcene of his happineſs. 
The intervals of leiſure which theſe em- 
ployments afford, may be well filled up 
by attending ſometimes to the beauty of 
the mind, at leaſt, As, often as to that of 
the perſon. Not to mention a variety of 
good offices which, by the work of her 
hands or other ways, ſhe may do to thoſe 
around her. It ſhould be the employ- 


ment of the young to qualify, themſelves 


for the Archer, of theſe duties at a 


proper 
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proper time; that they may prove not 
only ornamental, but really uſeful to 
ſociety. I am ſenſible theſe are not 


faſhionable occupations which I have 


been preſcribing. Anattention to them 
will not, in this age, cauſe you. to be 
cried up as one that regulates taſte, and 
gives the fon in polite circles. But, 
Chriſtian Ladies, theſe are employments 


on which, in the awful hour of death, 
you may look back with pleaſure : theſe 


are employments which heaven approves 
and will eternally reward. Nay, even 


in this life, they will be abundantly re- 


warded. Make the experiment, and 
you will be convinced, that there is more 
real delight at the family fire-ſide, in 


attending to domeſtic concerns, in be- 


holding your ſmiling babes in their in= 


.nocent fports, in a home where calmneſs 
and peace reſide, than in all the extraya- 
gance and folly of faſhion, that ignorant, 


empty, fickle, yet arbitrary tyrant. | 


It is Proper I ſhould now addreſs my= | 
7 ſelf t to the laborious Members of the 
5 Community, 
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Community, who make up the moſt nu- 
merous part of ſociety, and of my preſent 
hearers. Your time, my friends, may, 
in general, be divided into two diſtin, 
though very unequal portions. The 
firſt is the ſix days of the week, which 
are chiefly engroſſed by your buſineſs 
and employments; and the other the 
ſeventh day, which is devoted to reli- 
gious duties. The Almighty, ſeeing 
chat the care of providing for your ſub- 
fiſtence, and the various duties of ſociety, 
muſt neceſſarily fill up a. very confide- 
rable ſhare of your time, has, out of his 
tenderneſs for your fouls, and from a 
loving regard to your ſituation, ſet apart 
one day in ſeven. for the exerciſes. of 
religion; that you might not live wholly 
| for this world, and forget that future 
| Life to which all the employments- of this 
muſt ever be direted. On that day, 
being firidly. prohibited. from attending 
to your uſual occupations, you have 
leiſure to converſe with heaven, to la-. 5 
: miliarize n with ſpiritual and 
TA - divine 
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divine objeQts, and by humble ſupplica- 
tions to draw down. bleſſings on all your 
undertakings. This end is anſwered, 
and your time is well employed, if a 
conſiderable part of that day be given to 
theſe exerciſes. That day is loſt, it is 
criminally abuſed, if ſpent in dreſſing, 
viſiting, trifling converſation, parties of 
pleaſure, feaſting, and merriment. It 
is doubly loſt, my brethren, doubly . 
_ abuſed, if ſpent, as alas! too frequently 
it is, in intemperance, drunkenneſs and 
guilt. It would have been better, much 
better, to have violated the precept by 
labouring, or attending to your buſineſs, 
as on other days, than to have proftituted 
that ſacred day, which heaven claims 
for its own, to the melancholy purpoſe 
of accumulating the divine vengeance 
on your ſouls by criminal exceſfes. I 
repeat it again: that day was given you 
for che exerciſes of piety, and for im- 
provement in virtue; and therefore, if 
it be filled up with any ching elſe, how 
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ever in itſelf innocent, it is Oy 
and ungratefully abuſed. 1965 
But, you will ſay, “what can I do to 
"employ it in this manner? When 1 
have affiſted, in the morning, at the 
divine ſacrifice, 1 ſee nothing more 
that I can do, at leaſt nothing neceſſary 
to be done: the remainder of the day 
may ſurely be given to innocent amuſe- 
ments.“ Vou ſee nothing elſe neceſſary 
to be done! When you ſay that, have 
you, by ſerious meditation on the truths 
of the Goſpel, informed your minds by 
heavenly wiſdom, and made your heart 
enamoured of the beauty of virtue? 
Have you, by the reading of the, Serip- 
tures or ſome pious book, edified your- 
ſelves and families? You. cannot find 
what to do! Are your children, and 
ſervants well inſtrudted in the principles 
of religion and chriſtian morality? 
Nothing of all this has been done; and 
you know not what to do! Merciful 
God! the ſolitaries of the deſert, whoſe | 
time was wholly devoted to intercourſe 
with 
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with hee; complained that it paſſed 

too rapidly away: they grieved that the 
morning- light broke it upon them too 
early, and called them off from the con- 
tinuing of that prayer and praiſe, which, 
in the filence of the night, they poured 

forth before the throne of the Moſt High. 
And you—you, in the midſt of ſo many 
worldly ſolicitudes; you, bound byſo many 
diſtracting obligations to your neighbours, 
to your children, to your ſuperiors, &c. 
you who have but one day in ſeven which 
you can give to theſe pious occupations, 
you think a conſiderable part of that one 
day too much to be employed in bleſſing 
and praiſing your Maker? I fay a con- 
fiderable part of it; for I do not wiſh 
you entirely to deny yourfelves recrea- 
tion on a Sunday. No: when the eſ- 
ſential buſineſs of the day has been at- 
tended to, then in God's name recreate 
yourſelves. You will then ſtand in need 
of ſome relaxation. Tanke it, therefore; 
amuſe yourſelves; and heaven witt ap- 
prove your virtuous pleaſures. 
Your | 
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Tour piety in/ ſandifying the Lord's 
day will bring bleſſings on the other, 
by much the larger portion of your time, 
which is given to the honeſt labours of 
your- calling. All the employments in 
vhich you are engaged, however various 
and of their own nature indifferent, are 
pleaſing to God, who placed you in thoſe 
circumſtances which make them neceſ- 
ſary: the time ſpent in them will be an 
mcreaſe of merit, provided they be all 
accompanied and ſanctified by a ſpirit 
gf religion. For this end, let them 
never fo wholly engage your time, as 
to allow you no moments for prayer. 
Begin and end each day, at leaſt, by 
that holy exerciſe. Never forget, that 
your hrſt profeſſion is that of a Chriſtian. 
You are a Chriſtian before you are a 
merchant, a tradeſman, a labourer, the 
maſter of a family, a ſervant, or any 
thing elſe on earth. Let the duties of 
Chriſtianity, therefore, hold a diſtin- 
gauiſhed place among your other em- 
* - ployments, An aſſiduity in the exer- 
„ | | ciſcs 
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ciſes of prayer and meditation wilt not 
be an hindrance to your other employ- 
ments, provided you trace out for your- 


ſelves an orderly and regular plan of 
conduct. Have your fixed hours for 
prayer, for labor, for recreation, and ſo 
on? By that means, one exerciſe will lead 


you cheerfully on to another : you will 
command your buſineſs, but never ſuffer 
it to command you. Follow this me- 
thod for the enſuing year: and you will 


find time ſufficient for every duty in- 


cumbent on you, as men, and as Chriſ- 


tians. Then, beſides the eaſe and 


pleaſure with which you will go through 
your occupations, your days will be full 


days; each action of your lives wil add 
a new jewel to that crown of glory, 


with which Jeſus one day wiſhes to . : 


ſent you. 

Come, my brethren, let us all go in 
ſpirit to the ſtable of Bethlehem, and lay 
before. our Saviour the enſuing year, 


and all the years of our lives. We will 


5 to I, with contrition and n 
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of heart, 2 Divine Jeſus, thou ſove- 
reign. diſpenſer. of times and moments, 
in whoſe hands are all my days and years; 
| behold the largeſt and moſt precious 
part of my life has paſſed away, and I 
fear is loſt: Oh, God of mercies, wilt 
thou ſuffer me thus to go on, and to arrive 
at the end of life before I. begin to live 
for thee ? Forbid it, Lord, out of the 
. abundance of thy clemency forbid it. I 

now offer to thee the remainder of my 

days: receive them for thy own; and 
| by the influence of thy heavenly graces, 
rauſe them to be filled with virtues and 
merits which may glorify thy name, and 
in which my ſoul may rejoice for all 
eternity. 7 | 
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On Regularity in the Condu 'of Life. 


| Tet all things be done decently, and accord- 
ing to order. 5 Cor. xiv. 2 nth 
Ela ode, my brothddy. with x 
endeavoured to convince you of the va- 
lue and importance of time, and to ſhow” 
you the means of i improving it to advan- 
tage; I counſelled you to trace out for 
| yourſelves a regular plan of life ; ; to 
which, ſome extraordinary caſes except- 

ed, you ſhould invariably adhere. What 
1 then but flightly touched on, I purpoſe 
to treat more fully this day ; for to me 


the ſubje& appears deſerving of a 


particular inveſtigation. So important 
: is 


- 
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is it, my friends, that ſhould I be ſo for- 
tunate as to engage your attention to it, 
I truſt in. the divine goodneſs; this year 
will be happily diſtinguiſhed from all 
your former years, will be made fruitful 
in good works, rich.in merits, and abound 
with every conſolation. = 
It may ſeem to you at firſt ſight, that 
the obſerving of order in the various oc- 
cupations and concerns of life, is not 
a matter of ſuch conſequence as to 
deſerye to be much inſiſted on. It 
did not ſeem ſo to the great Apoſtle, 
who thought it not below the dignity of 
his ſacred miniſtry, to recommend it to 
the Corinthians 1 in the words of my text : 
Let all things be done decently and accord- 
| ing to order. Nor can it ever ſeem fo 
. the eye of prudence and rational di. 
73 cernggent. I hope ſoon to convince 
you, that, without order and method, 
you can hardly diſcharge properly any 
of your duties: and conſequently, that, 


; conſidered ina religious light, regularity 
n Merits 


* 
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merits a greater degree of Aeta 
is commonly paid to it. 10 
I ſay, conſidered in a religious en 
for although the obſervance of order 
hold not the higheſt rank among the in- 
junctions of the Chriſtian religion; 
though it claim not equal dignity with 


the exerciſes of faith, hope, and repent- 


ance; yet it poſſeſſes its ſeparate im- 
portance, by contributing not a little to- 
wards pundtuality and facility in the diſ- 
charge of thoſe higher and more eſſen- 
tial duties; and therefore juſtly demands 
a ſhare of a Chriſtian's attention. As, in 
every well- connected piece ef me- 


chaniſm, the ſubordinate} ſprings or 


wheels, though apparently inſignificant, 
and unnoticed by, a heedleſs obſerver, 
are each of them neceſſary to the carry- 
ing on of its operations; 410, in the va- 


riety- of. moral. and religious Precepts, | 


one reflects light upon another, one faci- 


litates the obſervante of another, and 


all n contribute to that nn 
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of character, to which every 'C Chriſtian 48 
bound to aſpire. NO, 
Me © Indeed;ut. vou look abroad e 
vordd, you may diſcover, evenat the firft 
Nane, #hat the life of the wicked, and of 
tel libertine, is always za life of confu- 
Bon: but, when the neglett of der is 
- obſerved to be ever the :coroomitantt: of 
vice, the inference is natural, that the 
preſervation of it muſt he favourahle to 
virtue. God is not the author of con- 
fuſiem; he is a lover of order; and all 
is works are full of order. But where 
_ c0nfufion is, there * is thoſe a 
C ein, evil Werk ?, FIN 
I intreat, E % you fivourabl 
Attention, white, in the ſequel of this 
diſeourſe, I ſhall poitt out ſome of thoſe 
parts of. conduct, in which che preſerva- 
ton Of your virtue, and the attainment 
-of true and conſtant peace, particularly 
reœqufrel that: order ſhould take place; 
did ſhow y atithe ſame time che wiſe. . 
ies eh emporal and eternal, Which 
il rem the negle&of 1 it. IwMthere- 


b fore recommend/to you order in per- 
- | forming 


— 
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forming the duties of your ſtation, order 
in the diftribution of your time, order in 
the management of your frtune, order 
in the regulation of your amuſements, 
and choice of your ſociety; that ſo all 
things may be 1055 re and ee, 

Go order. i ö "$005, Cath . 
I. Firſt then, as to the dugout 7050 
Nate of life. Every man, in every de- 
partment of ſociety, the king, the ſtateſ- 

man, the ſoldier, the artiſan, the maſter, 
the ſervant, has certain particular duties 

10 comply with, either public, domeſtie, 
or private, which ſucceſſively | require | 

his attention. We in particular, my 
drethten, who live in che midſt of the 
agitations and buftles of the world, are 
called upon by Almightp Got to exert 
ourſelves in our reſpettive ſtations, that 
we may promote his hondur and glory, 
at the ſame time that we hecume uſeful to 

ourſelves and our fellow creatures; II, 
therefore, it be your wiſh: 10:6arreſpondl 
with'the intentions of Providence, by 
diſcharging your: duties with propriety, 
| you muſt be careful to have all Fears. 
1 2 ployments 
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ployments of your ſtation, whatever they 


may be, ſo juſtly arranged, that each duty 
may keep itg ſeparate place, without en- 
croaching on the other. In proportion 
as the multiplicity and variety of your 


affairs increaſes, the obſervance of order 


becomes more indiſpenſably neceſſary 
for you; and let your train of life be 
ever ſo ſimple and uniform, however lit- 
tle you may be engaged in the hurry and 
buſtſe of life, yet you cannot fail to loſe 


ſomething, and a great deal too, by the 


neglect of regularity. When I ſay you 
will loſe ſomething, I ſpeak not merely 
of worldly intereſts; though, that you 
will:loſe there likewiſe, is very evident; 
but it would ill become me, in this ſa- 


cred place, to dwell: principally on. thoſe 


inferior concerns: I call upon you to at- 


attend to higher intereſts; you will loſe. 


ſomething of your eternal intereſts; and 
ſucha loſs cannot be deemed inconſidera- 
ble. For, the orderly conduct of yourtem- 
poral affairs forms a very material part of 
your duty as Chriſtians; and by it you are 


to perform your actions in ſuch a manner, 
199.77 | X x 28 
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as tO make them meritorious of immor= 
tal bliſs. TOPIC Os | 
Perhaps you can ln be ben NIN ' 
of this: truth. The greater part of 
Chriſtians ſeem inclined to conſider the 
employments of their ſtation in the 
world, as entirely diſtin from the duties 
of religion: they are too apt to imagine, 
chat, if they are pundctual in the exercifes:- 
of devotion, which are what they under: 
ſtand by religious duties, they are at li- 
berty toact in worldly matters according - | 
to what plan they choofe. This is a very | 
_ erroneous notion. To reaſon thus, is 
entirely to miſtake the 'nature of the 
Chriſtian religion. The influences of 
the religion of Jeſus: are not to be con- 
fined to a cell, or a cloiſter: it not only | 
ſaperintends. the duties of prayer and 1 
meditation, but deſcends into all the pubk | 
lic and private walks of life; breathin ga 
ſpirit which is to pervade, animate, dig- 1 
nify, and perfect, the moſt minute of 1 
our occupations.” All your employ- bu 
n my brethren, are properly reli- 
| Bd gious. 
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gious exerciſes. Who has allotted you 
theſe employments ? who placed you in 

the circumſtances which make them ne- 

ceſſary, either to your ſubſiſtence, or 
your well-being ? Doubtleſs, it Was that 
God whom your religion honours, and 
ſerves. In een them, therefore, 
you do him homage. He gave you ſu- 
periots io obey, or inferior to commands. 
he ſent you children to provide for, fa. 
miliea to maintain: he has. marked out 
to you the labours and cares of your ſta- 
tion, as the appointment of his adorable 
will. In all this, he has contrived, wich 
inſinite wiſdom, to give you an opportu - 
nity of bringing into exerciſe all the vir- 
tues which compoſe the chazafter of a 
Chriſtian; an-occahon.ofexercifang/your. 
dealings with each other; your iigehity 
to every: truſt ; your - conſcientious. dil-. 
charge of every office committed to you:; 
your affection. for your friends; your a 
forgiveneſs of your enemies; your go 
| 1 and _ for the \diſtrefled;-. 


v7 Yen, your 
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S 
your temperance: and moderationin prol-. 
perity; your. patience under aftlictions 
cheerfulneſs in poverty; calm reſigna- 
tion to his will in every unlucky acci- 
dent. Oh! what a train of heroic, vir- 
tues might you diſplay, in the very 
meaneſt of your. employments, if you, 
Vere always careful to do them well; 
with an upright 1 intention, actuated by a 
wiſh to. aPRI9VA yourſelves to Heaven! 4 
Whether yous ſtation in the world be 
high or low, is a circumſtance. af no con- 
_ liderable moment. Human life is api 
enough, compared to a ſtage, on which, 
ole abts the paxt of a king, another, that, 
af a. beggar; and the applauſe is not 
given to him who. plays the part of the. 
king, any more than to him who perſo- 
nates the heggar; but to him, Whatever 
be be, who afts the part alloued to him 
Vith the greateſi propriety of EharaBier.. 
y fulfilling all your obligations in pro- 

per time and place, you make your: light 

fo ſhine before men, that they may fee your 

good as and glorify your father who is 
* in 


1 
in heaven, The ſanRtity we aſpire to 
does not confiſt in doing extraordinary 
actions, ſays a great Prelate, but in doing 
our ordinary actions extraordinary well. 
But will they, can they be done well 
withoutregutarity ? Will not hurry, per- | 
plexity, and confuſion, take off much 
from their perfection? You well know, 
'that, for want of your having traced out 
for yourſelves an orderly plan of life, 
many of your duties have been. very ill 
done; perhaps not done at all. What 
you neglect to do in its proper place 
muſt be done afterwards, when ſome 
other duty calls for your attention. 
Thus you ſuffer a multitude of affairs to 
crowd upon you together. Fheſe dif- 

ferent obligations diftraft and bewilder 
your mind; and when that is the caſe, 
your own experience tells you, that you 
either negle& equally all your duties, or 
at leaſt frequently facrifice the moſt: FR 
rtant to that which was comparatively 


of ar conſequence. OY 
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By conduRting your affairs with me- 
thod and order, you vill be enabled to 
give to each duty a becoming ſhare of 
attention. We ſhall not then ſee you. 
acting only by fits and ſtarts; one day 
neglecting the duties of your ſtation, to 
ſpend your time wholly in the church; 
another, ſo immerſed in worldly con- 
eerns, or engaged in ſcenes of pleaſure 
and gaiety, as to admit no thought of. 
God or eternity: but your virtue vill be 
ever equal, ever conſiſtent with itſelf, 
and diffuſed throughout the whole uni- 
form tenor ef your lives. 
- » This regard to order will: tikewiie in- 
fats you an interior peace of mind, and 
eonſtant cheerfulneſs of temper; for you 
will find, that · a -peeviſhand fretful diſpo- 


T- fition is ever the characteriſtic of: ſueh 


as are negligent of it. Phe hurry: and: 
_ confuſion in which they live, the-diffi-- 
culties they, have to ſtruggle with, the 
uneaſineſs which they. interiorly» ſuffer; 
four their diſpoſitions, make them diſ- 
content wich themſelves, and a cauſe of 


% 
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diſcontent to all about them. But, if 
order muſt be maintained in your affairs, 
it will be neceffary that you attend to 

order in the diftribution of your time. 
II. That portion of time which Pro- 
vidence hath allotted for the meaſure of 
your life, is intended partly for the con- 
_ cerns of this world, partly for thoſe of 
me next; yet fo that the intereſts of the 
earth be made ever ſubordinate to thoſe 
| of eternity. In the diſtribution of your 
time, give to each of cheſe concerns that 
pace which properly belongs to it. Let 
not the hours of amuſement and pheaſure 
' mterfere-with- the difcharge of your ne- 
_  encroach upon the time which is due to 
- devotion. All things have their feafon, ſays 
the wiſeſt ofmen, and in tlieir times all things 
pas under heaven. (Eccl. iii.) Delay not 
ill to-morrow what ought to be done 
to-day. Why ſhould you overcharge the 
morrow with a burthen which belongs 
not to it? T'o-morrow will but ſuffice | 
dn. diſchargeofits own duties; if you 
5 * throw 
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throw any 1 more into it, you introduce 
confuſion, and then nothing will be well 


done. Every morning, when you ariſe, 


draw out a plan of the tranſactions of 


that day. Follow ow that plan ſo ſteadily, 


as not to ſuffer: any thing, unleſs of very 
partieular moment, to engage you to de- 


viate from it. It wilt be a light which 
will guide you through all the intrica- 


eies and eee of dhe nn 1 
life. 5 


Be ever impreſſed wht a alt ſenſe of | 
the value of time. Remember, that by 


<p fatal negleet and los of i it, you ſtore up 
for yourſelves many future pains and 
| miifheles. * Bitter repentance wilt here- 
after ſeek. in vain to recall the time 


which you now ſuffer to paſs thought 


tefsly away. What you omitted to do 


in ehe moment when it ought to have 


been done, will be the torment of ſome 


future moment. If therefore you de- 


fire to avoid the terror and agonies of a 
too-late repentance, do now What . 
* wiſh nt done: 


9 
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- Seize, therefore, the moments as they 


paſs by you ;. and prolong. them by a 
regular and: orderly management. By 
theſe means. you. will. be able, in ſome 


meaſure, to-redeem- the time you have 
already loſt. You will find: it poſſible 
to live much in a little ſpace; more in a 
| few years than others do in many: you 


will find leiſure to attend to the preſent, 
look back on the paſt, and provide for 
the future: you will be able to live for 
God, and fox your own: ſouls, without 
neglefting.any. of the lawful intereſts of 


this world. All your hours. will ſerve 


ſome uſeful purpoſe, and the memory of 
them vill remain to give you comfort. 


| forever. . 
IH. Introduce nu; into A ma- 


nagement of your fortune. Whatever 
be the extent of your poſſeſſions, whe- 


ther great or ſmall, let the adminiſtra- 


ton of them proceed with method and 


economy.. Examine your ſituation 
from time to time, and make your. ex- 


pences proportionable to your. means. 


2 on” Pro- 
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Provide what is neceſſary, before you in- 


dulge yourſelves in any thing ſuperfluous. 
De- juſtice to all with whom you are any 
vay. concerned, before you enter upon 
 worksof liberality. In a word: fix ſuch a 
plan of living as you find your circum- 


ſtances will admit of; and adhere to It 


invariably againſt every ne, to 


improper excels. 
Never perhaps was admonition- more 


| neceſſary than this is to the age in which 


we live; an age manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed 
by a propenſity to thoughtleſs extrava- 


gance, and in which all the different 
ranks of men feem to preſs forward, 


ſtimulated by the empty vanity of imi- 


tating the manners of thoſe above them.. 
Nov, in the higher orders of life, every 
place abounds. with the thoughtlefs, the 
negligent, the diſſolute; whom the vi- 
_ cjouſneſs of their on inelinations, or the 
ſeducements. of alluring companions, 
have engaged in habits-of-expence; and 
accuſtomed to move in a round of plea- 
ſures, diſproportioned to their condition: 


— NEEI——_ — 
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who, faſcinated by the enchantments of 
cuſtom, avoid thought "becauſe ' they 


know it will be painful; and eontinue 


m day to day, and from month to 


month, to anticipate their revenues, and 


fink every hour deeper into the gulphs | 
of -ufury” and extortion. No the 
tradeſman ſtrives to Rake an appear- 
ance equal to that of the gentleman; and, 

for that end, affefts' every diſtinction, 


and runs into every faſhionable extrava- 


gance.” The footman puts on, together 


with the livery, an affectation of the 


| cation © O h 2: 


manners and extravagances of his maſter; 


and the maid- ſervant is uneaſy, unleſs 


the conſume her little income in pur- 


chafing articles of dreſs fimilay to thoſe 
worn by her miſtreſs. All ſeek to vie 


with their fuperiors in every mode of 
luxury and oſtentation; and juſtify their 
vanity and folly by faying, it is che 
faſhion of the times; moat ed "uy 
* live like other people. 4 

Were the —— of this ipfa- ; 
n your 


” . 
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ſubſtance; and the —— yourſelves 
up to the gripe of poverty, uhich is the! 
more pain ſul to thoſe who have wanton- 
ed in greater abundance, and indulged 
their appetites with/ more profuſion 
ſurely that alone were ſufficient to de- 
ter you from it. How truly contempti- | 
ble is the character of the prodigal! 
Every man, whoſe knowledge or whoſe 
virtue can give value to his opinic 
looks on him witk ſcorn or pity. Lies 
animated in his mad career only by thoſe 
who are thoughtleſs and abandoned like 
himſelf, and devoid alike of knowledge; 
and of virtue: praiſed only by wretches 
who conſider him as ſubſervient to 
their purpoſes; ; Who, While they exte- 
riorly applaud, rob him, ſecretly ridicule 
him, and triumph over his weakneſs; 
and, when all isdiffipated, will be the firſt 
to turn upon him with inſolence; and re! 
Proach him with the very n ich 
— have promoted. (0106708 
But prodigality does not * Ade 
o contem . im- 


pels them to open crimes. When they 
have begun with oſtentation and vanity, 
they often end in infamy and guilt. —- 
How frequently do they violate every 
law of juſtice; employ every ſpecies of 
fraud and deceit! How many juſt, debts: 
do they leave unpaid! How many reſti- 
tutions unthought of How cruelly do: 
they ſhut their ears againſt the cries of 
their indigent fellow creatures, and ſuffer 
them to pine in want, rather than dimi-- 
niſh the oſtentation of their appearance! 
My brethren, a little obſervation will. 
convince you, that this boundleſs extra- 
vagance, and. the itching which men have 
to appear above their ſtation, give birth 
to the greater part of thoſe: atrocious: 
erimes which fill fociety with diſquiet. 
and terror. By theſe the gameſter is 
trained up to fraud: from theſe our N 
ſtreets are each night crowded with un- 
bappy wretches, the victims of proſtitu- 
tion, ſeduced themſelves, and feducing, 
ethers, to guilt, to miſery, and the moſt. 
loathſome of. all diſeaſes, the curſe ot 
„ nn God. 


I 
God on the violation of nature's laws: 
theſe lead the robber to HR and 
the aſſaſſin to blood-ſhed. 33 
Be aſſured then, that ede frogaliog 
and economy, are the neceſſary ſupports 
of Chriſtian virtue, and will deliver you 
from the aſſaults of many very danger- 
ous temptations. Ho humble and tri- 
fling ſoever theſe qualities may appear 
to fome people; they are the guardians 
of innocence. | Many a man has ended 
a wretched life in guilt and infamy, who, 
had he not afpired above his ſtation, 
might have deſcended to the grave; reſ- 
petted by men, and the favourite of hea- 
ven. From the moment you live beyond 
your fortune, and above your ſtation, 
that moment you enter on the path of 
15 danger: precipices ſurround you: every 
. ſtep you advance may lead to miſchiefs, 
which yet lie concealed; and to crimes 
that um involve owe! in weren e 
dition. MBS (3k < ot (SARI | 
oi Obſerve order in your mitts} 


ments; q chat! is, allow them no more than 
cheir 


their: proper place: ſtudy to keep them 
prudently with your ſerious duties, that 
they may relieve the mind, and be a pre- 
paration for acting vih more vigour in 
che diſcharge of your obligations. We 
have naturally ſo ſtrong a propenſity to 


ceeuaſe and pleaſure, that even tha moſt in- 


nocent recreations will prove dangerous, 
if not confined vichin juſt limits. With- 

aut this ſteady precantion, inſtead of 
being che amuſement, they may become 
the whole occupation of your lives, 
ang: ber hans m delta 1 your 


fowl... Lo CLIT THI F 2 P. 3 


EV. Preſerve. anda. ile in the 
choice! of: your ſaciety. Select with 
prudence thoſe with whom you chogſe 
do aſſociate, and let virtue be the object 
Which determines your: choice. Still, 

however. virtuqus your: companx, allot 
youaſelyes a due ſhaze of time for retire- 
ment and refleQtion. Endeavour in che 
firſt. place to make yourſelves happy at 
ne A wiſe. and, * Chriſtian 


will 
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vill find his chief ſatisfaction in the com- 
pany of his wife, his, children, and fa- 
mily. Depend upon it, thoſe who know; 
not how to enjoy themſelves at home, 
will, never be long happy abroad. Pro- 
vidence has intimately connected each 
of yau with your own family. Home 
therefore ſhould be the ſeat of you 
comforts, the ſcene in which decke ererciſa 
your. Virtues.” {0} F 

By this fondneſs for Wette 1 is. —_ 
conception how much evil yen may 
avoid. When we look into thoſe-pub- 
lie haunts of diffipation, here men 
ſpend ſo much of their time, and ſacri- 
fie ĩt io intemperance and every exceſs, 
how can we imagine they can ae 
them, and preſerve either their peace or 
their innocenceꝰ Vou hear thexe the vo- ; 
_ ciferations' of mercimentz but you find 
not the tranquility. of cheerfulneſs.— 

There the ohject is to inflame de imagi- | 
nation to a momentary jollity, by the 
help of drink and riot: the firft buſineſs 


only: night. is to 9 recollection. : 
3 


ö (4 
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No, my brethren, neither comfort, Wif- 
dom, nor virtue dwells there. By wan- 
dering from home, you expoſe yvour- 
ſelves to every temptation: by that you 
find your propenſity to diffipation con- 
tinually inereaſe: by that your averſion 


from every thing ſerious and improving 
1s nouriſhed, When example leads 
where paſſion drives, impotent will be 
all your endeavours to prevent being 
 whirled away in the giddy round on _ 
toxicating pleaſure. 

It will be difficult in the deatfinins to 
Vithdraw yourſelves from the crooked 
paths of a diſorderly and irregular courſe 
of life. But then reflect, my brethren, 
that every thing great and uſeful is to be 
attained only by labour and pain. Do a 
little violence to yourſelves now at the 
beginning of this year, and before the 
end of it good habits will be formed ; 
the path of virtue will become daily 
more ſmooth before you; you will walk 
through life virtuous and happy; revered 
oy men, and eſteemed of the Almighty, 
- "MS 
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che ſovereign and unerring Judge of 
merit. Seek firſt to be approved of by 
Heaven; and let all the other advan- 


tages reſulting from a life of order and 
regularity nolg a ſecondary 3 in your 


eſteem. 

Suffer not this year to paſs, as per- 
haps fo many former years have done, 
before you have begun to live for any 
good purpoſe.. Ah! my brethren, why 
were we placed upon earth, but to merit 
immortal bliſs by the virtues - which fill 
up the ſpace of our earthly exiſtence ? 
Whatever we do for this world only, 
will periſh with this world; that which 


is done for God will be immortal, as God | 


is immortal. The fervants of this world 
ſerve a tyrant who 1 Is ungrateful, unjuſt, 
fickle, peeviſh, and at beſt, incapable of 
making. them happy: our ſervices are 
done for a maſter who. is generous, 
faithful, juſt, tender, loving, and alone 
able to beſtow on us a recompence 
which correſponds with the nobleneſs 
of our views, and the dignity of our being. 
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"God, that you preſent your bodies @ 
diving focrifice, holy, 'pleafing io God. 
OT On „ en xii. 1. 
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Ir; is the union of odd to God, 
and charity to every neighbour, that con- 
flitutes the reſpectable character of a 
Chriſtian. Neither of theie qualities, 
Teparated from the other, can ever ar- 
rive at perſettion, or indeed enjoy any 
durable exiſtence. Vet there are Mite 


ſpeculating geniuſes who contend, that 
| he whole 1 Religion conſiſts i in deeds of 


12 . 


51 
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treating them with contempt, as fit only 
for weak and Tuperſtitious, minds. = 


24 


might ſtop, here 0 refute this opinion; „ 


but it would be z a ve ry unneceflary d un- 
dertaking: for it is rejetted by. the very 
feelings of an honeſt heart he inſtant it 


Is js propoſed: ſince it i Fen 11 


Ne 


ous n b belonging to Human na- 


ture. . T; ; 
'P "M 77 


Nor indeed 5 is the pere 97 this 
erroneous, ſentiment, an obige of ſo 


1 


E its be is * e 


. compared with oy multitude. of. 7 


5 +» 
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on | the devout affeQions, have egi the 


utility, or at leaſt the neceſſity, of any. 


F374 of? £3111 
exterior mode of worſhip, or. outward 


obſervances of religion. N Theſe, as may 
be ex petted, have. not failed to throw 


much centre on the Catholic Church, | 


A! ö 


On 


volente to dur Fellow creatures; 
exchiding all the devour: affections, nay, | 


- 
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on account of . various n + 
| the commands, and the multitude of ce- 
| remonjes with which they pretend our 
mode of worſhip 3 is encumbered and de- 
| formed. Thus our doctrine of the di- 
vine inſtitution of ſeven ſacraments ; 
our faſts and our abſtinences; the tri- 
butes of reſpett and veneration which 
we pay t to the Saints, whom we ſuppoſe 
to reign with Chriſt ; the decorations of 
our temples. and altars; the. outward 
pomp and ſplendour of ſome parts of 
our Church ſervice; are repreſented by 
moſt of thoſe who diſſent from our com- 
munion, as appendages that rather crowd 
and disfigure the edifice” of religion, 
than tend to its improvement or its or- 
nament. 1 Be? 

St. Paul, nevertheleſs, i in #54 words of 
my text, exhorts us not only to ſerve 
. God with the interior faculties of our 
Youls,” but to preſent to him, alſo our 
bodies a living facrifice, holy and | fleafng, 
our r reaſonable ſervice. Now this evident- 


WT cannot be done without ſome exterior 
8 1 . marks 
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„ 
marks of devotion, however they may 
be manifeſted or diverſified; Guided 
therefore by the doctrine of the Apoſtle, 
and ſupported, as I conceive, by great 
ſtrength of argument, I mean-this day to 
enter upon a juſtification of thoſe ordi- 
nances of the Chriſtian Church, which 
eſtabliſh determined forms of exterior 
worſhip; and to take notice of the ob- 
jeQions generally made to the particular 
obſervances een in gur Commit 
nion. | 3 5 

It is a ſubjett which bats. you 
have not often heard treated; though to 
you, in your preſent circumſtances; a ra- 
tional diſcuſſion of it cannot fail toprove 
highly advantageous. I ſhall therefore 
undertake to ſhow you, in the firſt place, 
the principles on which is grounded the 
neceſſity of exterior worſhip in general; 
ſecondly, the neceſſity and utility of 
ſome determined form of worſhip, and 


exterior rites and ceremonies; and,. 


thirdly, the utility of the ceremonies pre- 
ſeribed by the Catholic Church, in.the 
Vor. 1 1 cele- 


CY 
celebration of the divine myſteries, the f 
adminiſtration of the ſacraments, and 


other indes of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion. 
1. That the worſhip of the Supreme 
Being is-to be carried on principally in 
the ſouls of men, is a truth which none 
can call in queſtion. Religion reſides 
in the heart, and devotion is but the 
exerciſe of all its affections about objects 
divine and immortal. The exerciſe of 
| theſe affeQions is the ſubſtance of piety. 
Conſequently, if the ſoul be deliberately 
_ diſtracted, inattentive, cold, or indiffer- 

ent, the expreſſions of prayer, -praiſe, or 

thankſgiving, are no part of true reli- 
gious worſhip, The devotion of the 
bleſſed ſpirits . confiſts in their contem- 
plating the infinite perfections of their 
Creator, uniting themſelves to him by 
the tendereſt emotions of pure and per- 
felt love, and eternally praiſing, bleſſing, 
and glorifying his adorable majeſty. — 

This is the only devotion of a pure 

ſpirit. But you muſt reflect that man is 
a com- 


= 


RE OY, 
A connec being: he pollefſes a ſout 


which aſſimilates him to the bleſſed "7; 


gels, and a body by which he conſtisutes 


a part of the viſible creation. Now, if 


he be bound to exerciſe all the pow- 
ers of his ſoul in adoring that Being 
from whom he received them, he muſt 


be equally bound to devote his corpo- 


real faculties to the honour of the ſame 


lovereign Lord of all things viſible and 


invifible; who net only gave him an 
immortal ſoul, but created and faſhioned 
his body alſo, and endowed it with its va- 


rious faculties and ſenſes, Man there- 
fore cannot be juſtified in confining his 


devotion merely to the operations of the 
ſoul, ſuppoſing it in his power ſo to con- 


Aine it; but muſt exert his viſible facul- 
ties in harmony with the Ne 2 85 


Of his heart. 


Hence, ee ee on any Fade 
injunction from the Deity, under the 


guidance of the law of nature only, inte- 
rior homage is always ſo connected with 


ny: exterior expreſſions of it, that, as a 
V wiſe 


+. 
e — ** = 
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wiſe, Heathen hath long ago obſerved, 


if ou explore the regions of the earth, 
u may find cities without walls, 
de without letters, without policy, or any 


cx, of the arts of cultivated life; but no 


18 where de you find a city without 
e temples and Gods, a city which em- 


©. ploys. not prayers or oracles, which 
« offers not ſacrifice in order to obtain 
e bleſſings, or avert impending evils.” 


In the | Chriſtian diſpenſation, the 


ſame law which obliges us to believe 
| revealed truths, commands us alſo to 
make public profeſfion of our belief, to 
give conſpicuous marks of our faith and 
religion. This, ſays St. Paul, is the 


word / faith which we preach : that if 
thou confeſs with thy mouth the Lord 


Jeſus, and believe in thy heart that God 
hath raiſed him up from the dead, thou 
alt be ſaved. For with the heart we be- 
lieve unto juſtice; but with the mouth: con- 
ſaſion is made unto: ſalvation. För the 
- Scripture jaith, whoſoever believeil in him 
ons not be ee (Rom: x.) By theſe 


manifeſta- 5 


8 
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manifeſtations of our pious affeklions, 
we give glory to God before our fellow 
creatures, and invite them to join us in 
every teftimony of gratitude for his infi- 
nite goodneſs. By theſe we edify our 
brethren, and animate them to virtue; 
we encourage thoſe weak and timid minds 
which might be overpowered. by the 
public deriſion that piety ſo often meets 
with, to ſtand with collected firmneſs 
againſt all the malicious attacks of the 
ſlaves of this world : by theſe means, 
likewiſe, we repair, in ſome meaſure, 
the ſcandal given by our many violations 
of the divine law; we conſole the juſt 
and the friends of God, and bring the 
impious, and the enemies of E dend b 
religion, to ſhame and confuſion. 
| Notwithſtanding theſe arguments ſo 
forcibly. evince the obligation of external 
worſhip, ſtill we hear frequently repeated, 
that true piety is in the heart alone; that 
a man may be a friend and ſervant of 
God, juſt, humane, charitable, generous, 
and poſſeſſed of every virtue, without 
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1 
any diſplay of devotion, without going. 
through any forms of worſhip; that the 
univerſe is the temple of the Divinity: 
chat exterior religious rites are not the 
injunctions of Jeſus Chriſt, but the in- 
ventions of men. My brethren, when 
next you hear this language, examine a 
little into the general conduct of thoſe 
who hold it. Are they, who pretend 
that interior virtues are alone effential, 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed for thoſe effential 

virtues of which they talk ſo much? 
While they diſcard outward forms, do 
they give, to God that heart which they 
acknowledge belongs to him? Do they 
ſacrifice to him all the faculties of their 
ſouls? Do they worſhip him in ſpirit 
and truth! ? I appeal to their own con- 
ſciences. No.: while all thoſe who 
truly love God, and are diſtinguiſhed for 
doing every charitable office to their 
neighbours, are aſſiduous in expreſſing 
their faith and their devotion to Chriſt 
Jeſus, thofe who evidently live only for 
_ gratification. of their unlawful deſires 


tell 


— R 
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tell us continually, that it ſuffices to give 
the heart to God; that there is the eſſen- 
tial point. It being evident to the world, 
that their exterior ſpeaks no piety or 
religion, they find it expedient to per- 
fuade others, and perhaps ſometimes . 
themſelves, that outward appearances 
are ſuperfluous; and ſcreen, their cha- 
racters behind a pretended goodneſs of 
| the inward man, of which we ſee no 
marks, and which cannot be ſo eaſily 
fearched into and eſtimated. 

Of determined forms of worſhip I ſhall 
e preſently. But ſurely it were to 
miſpend your time, to dwell any longer 
on proving the propriety of ſome kind 
or other of exterior worſhip. On that 

head I need not reaſon, but only appeal 
to your feelings. Can it be poſſible that 
true piety ſhould” reſide in the heart, 
without manifeſting itſelf in the exterior? 
Will not the eyes, the countenance, the 
geſtures, ſpontaneouſly diſcloſe the feel- 
ings of the ſoul? When the ſoul melts- 
_ with compunction, do not tears naturally 0 
1. 4 ſtream 
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ſtream from the eyes? If the wen 
glow with love, or beat with gratitude, 


can the countenance: appear languid, 
cold, and indifferent? Does not the 


eye brighten with joy, and deaden in 


anguiſh and affliction? Oh! the ruling 


affections of the ſoul muſt ſhow them 
ſelves, muſt break forth. I know that 
the appearances of devotion may be put 


on when the heart has no feeling; but, 


if the heart do feel, it is impoſſible it 


ſhould not diffuſe a manifeſtation of its 


feelings over the dender When the 
foul overflows with devout affections, 
It is her comfort and delight to pour 


herſelf forth in every teſtimony of duty 
and gratitude: it would be doing too 


much violence to herſelfto reſtrain them. 
Scarcely does religion furniſh pious and 


devout exerciſes ſufficient to ſatisfy the 


_ eagerneſs and ardour poll a "Hirhful and 


loving heart. 
Having thus briefly ane ve 


neceſſity of external worſhip in general, 


_ its intimate connection with the de- 
| vout 
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vout affeRions of the ſoul, IT come no-] 


to point out the utility and neceſlity of 
determinate forms. and. ceremonies in- 
religion. | 


II. The ceremonies wat 1 


uſed in the Chriſtian religion are of two 


kinds. The firſt. have been inſtituted: 
and determined by Chriſt himſelf; ſuch 


E 


as the facred rites eſſentially required for 
the adminiſtration of the Saeraments, 
and the celebration of the divine myſte- 

ries. The ſecond kind are thoſe which 
have been appointed and commanded by 


eccleſiaſtical, authority, and conſtitute: 
what is called Church Diſcipline. 

Nov, that you · may diſcover the mo- 
tive which induced our divine Law-giver, 
to inſtitute theſe ſenſible ſigns and de- 


termined rites, you muſt obſerve; that, 


had man remained in the ſtate of original 


juſtice; had his reaſon: continued to- 
hold ſupreme dominion over his imagi- 
nation, his ſenſes and paſſions ;: then 


truth and virtue in their moſt ſimple and 


naked forms would have had free acceſs 
: ; PE RT 99 0 
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to his mind, and eaſily captivated 155 
heart: but the undue uſe of creatures, 
baving diveſted him of his native dignity, 
has cauſed. his paſſions and ſenſes to- 
rebel againſt his reaſon. Hence he is 
become earthly and carnal, incapable of 
elevating himſelf to- the knowledge and 
love of his Creator, without the aid of 
thoſe: very creatures which had, in the 
beginning, occaſioned his diſobedience 
and fall. Our ſouls cannot act with any 
vigor, unleſs aided by the ſenſes of theſe: 
mortal bodies with which they are 
clothed. We muſt have ſenſible objects 

to enliven our faith, to attract our love, 
to nouriſh our hope, to command our 
attention, to be bands of union between 

us and our fellow creatures on earth. 

The religion of man, therefore, in 
his mortal ſtate, muſt require ſacrifices, 
oblations, ſacraments, public prayer, 
and other outward. forms of worſhip. 
Thus atte aded did Religion appear upon 
the earth, immediately after the baniſh- 


Fo, ment of our firſt Parents from the ter- 


/ 


Si: 1 1155 reſtrial 


cn} 
reſtrial paradiſe. Abel offered ſacrifices : 4 
Enoch invoked the name of the Lord, 
with ceremonious rites : the Patriarch 
erected altars : the Jewiſh law abounded. 
with an almoſt infinite variety of cere- 


monies, practices, and obſervances. In 


like manner, although the Law of grace, 
poſſeſſing the ſubſtance of thoſe good 
things of which the Moſaic diſpenſation 


_ exhibited the ſhadow only, has abrogated. 


the greateſt part of the Jewiſh ceremo- 
nial laws; yet it has introduced others, 
7 though fewer in number. Hence tlie 
eternal word of God was made fleſh, and 
_ dwelt amongſt us in a viſible and. ſenſible 
manner; and the myſtery. of his incar- 
nation, continued. upon our altars under 
myſterious ſigns, will remain, to the 
conſummation of the world, the exerciſe 


ol our faith; and the conſolation of Ours 


: earthly. baniſhments' Hence: Jeſus has: 


united his diſciples together under a- 
viſible authority upon earth, by the pro- 
feſſion of the ſame faith, by the partici. 


pation of the ſame ſacraments, by tlie 
5 1 oblation 


— 
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oblation of the ſame ſpotleſs victim; 
and has appointed public prayer, by 
5 promiſing aſpecial attention to the united 


ſupplications of his ſervants, and declar- 


ing, that where two or three are gathered 


together in his name, there he is in the 


midſt of them. 
III. We vill now ener the ly 

of ſome. ceremonies and obſervances 
preſcribed i in our communion, which are 


moſt frequently cenſured wy thoſe- who 


diſſent from: it. 


The Catholic Church, ela in nin 


vorkteps of her divine founder, who, 
in the inſtitution of the ſacraments, 
in the curing of the man born blind, in 
che healing of him that was deaf and 


dumb, and on other oeccaſions, was 


pleaſed to make uſe of corporeal ſub- 
ſtances and ceremonious rites, has ever 
1 enjoined various obſervances, practices, 
and ceremonies, in addition to thoſe 


which are expreſsly commanded by the 


divine law. The utility. of theſe inſti- 


tutions, how much ſoever it Way have 


— 


Sh been 


been controverted, muſt, I am perſuaded, 
appear very evident to every diſpaſſio- 


nate mind. For, it will, I truſt, be 


readily ack nowledged, that the imagi- 
nation of the bulk of mankind 1s much 
more alive than their judgement. Every 


one muſt have obſerved, that truths _ 


clothed in that form which may enable 
them to ſtrike the fenſes, have i incompa- 


rably more force on the minds of the 


Hliterate at leaſt, who are always the 
moſt numerous. portion of mankind, 


than thoſe which are addreſſed to the 


underſtanding only. Nay, even the 
moſt philoſophic mind cannot reſtrain its 


attention from frequent wanderings and 


diſtractions, without calling in the ſenſes 

to its aſſiſtance. The uſe, therefore, of 
ceremonies in religion, is a kind of elo- 
quence which fixes the attention and 


affefts the hearts of thoſe to whom they 
are properly explained, much more 
_ efficaciouſly than any cool, plain, and 
didactic OY when TOR _ 


| em: 
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In confirmation of what I have here 
advanced, I will give you the ſentiments. 
ofa Proteſtant writer now living, whoſe. 
moral eſſays are much and deſervedly 
eſteemed. If all men, ſays he, were 
« enlightened. by education and philo- 
*« ſophy, and at all hours attuated by 
ei the principles of reaſon, it would be 
« unneceſſary to have recourſe to ex- 
« ternal objects in producing devout and 
« virtuous affedlions. But, as there 
* muſt always be a great majority, who, 
for the want of opportunities or capa- 
« cities for improvement, are weak and 
ignorant; and as even among the 
tes and learned there are none who 
Lare conſtantly exempted. from the 
common infirmities of human nature, 
it becomes expedient to diviſe modes 
of operating on the foul, through the 
medium of the ſenſes. It was for this 
r reaſon, that in all great communities, 
« the officers and offices of religion have 
* been furrounded with whatever is 
6 calculated to rouſe the attention, to 
| | Intereſt 


1 
oc intereſt the heart, to ſtrike the eye, | 
«and to elevate the imagination. & 2b 
% cannot help thinking, therefore, that 

* thoſe well-meaning reformers; who 
<« wiſh; to diveſt religion of external 
« ſplendour, are unacquainted with the 
nature of man, or influenced by nar- 
« row motives. .., and that they who re- 
pudiate all ornament and all the modes: 
« of affecting the ſenſes of the vulgar, 
in the offices of religion, as indecent, 
impious, or improper, do not recollect 
the temple of Solomon, but ſuffer their N 
good ſenſe to be overpowered, in 
« this inſtance, by the zeal of a 1 
_ © rous fanaticiſm.“ (Eſſays moral and 
literary, by Viceſimus Knox. No. 1 51 
t. 2. p. 274.) 80 far this Author, who, 
notwithſtanding he roundly declares his 
| deteſtation of what he is pleaſed to call 
Popery, yet proceeds to acknowledge, 
that many ceremonies admitted in our 
religion appear to him-highly uſeful. © 
But it is ſaid, theſe ceremonies are 
to much multiplied, My brethren, if 
| they 
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they are really incentives to piety and 


devotion, can a Chriſtian conſiſtently. 
wiſh. them” to be diminiſhed ? Should. 
we deſire to take from virtue any, even 
of its moſt feeble ſupports? The Al- 


mighty draws men to himſelf by various 


ways ſuited to their capacities; and the 


ſoul of the moſt ſimple peaſant, who is 


moved to devout affeQions. by objects 
which ſtrike his. imagination, is as pre- 
cious in the eſtimation of beaven, as. 
that of the enlightened philoſopher and- 

divine, who is capable of the ſublimeſt 
5 contemplations. 


But to deſcend. now to DI particu- 


lars. There are ſome who find fault 
with the pomp which is diſplayed'i in our 
8 ſolemn celebration of the ſacred. myſte- 
=” ries. To theſe I anſwer, that if in the 


courts of law and equity, every thing is 


conducted with chat gravity and dignity 


which. may ſtrike the mind with an 1dea. 
of the importance. of the objects there 
determined and ſecured, which are the 


natural ang: civil rights of men and the 


peace : 


a 


OD 


T. 


* 


1 


. 


peace and happineſs of e if proper 
means are taken to inſpire reſpect for 


thoſe by whom juſtice is adminiſtered; 


if, in the palaces of the princes of the 


earth, thoſe forms of approaching the 
ſovereign are eſtabhſhed which may give 


majeſty to his perſon, ſtrike an awe into 
his ſubjects, and command their homage; 
none can rationally blame us, if, when 


we pay our homage to the Sovereign 


Ruler of the univerſe, the King of 


Kings and Lord of Lords, all that the 


earth can afford moſt precious be em- 
ployed to decorate his temples; if every 
mark of ſplendour and dignity be exhi- 
bited to ſhow forth his glory and majeſty, 
and impreſs mortal men with great and 


awful ideas of that Divine Being, whoſe 
reign is from the beginning, dank thy . 


eter ni. 3 


We adorn our chene a PO 
with the images and pictures of Chriſt 
and his ſaints, and preſerve them with 


decent and pious: care, not only out of 
e for the perſons they repreſent, 


but 
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but that the Gght of "BEM portraits may | 


awaken our remembrance of the virtues 
which adorned their lives, and excite us 
to an imitation of them. And do not they 
who blame this practice, reſpeQfully 


preſerve the portraits of their parents, 


relations, or. friends, or of thoſe who 
have been any way diſtinguiſhed in the 
world, either by fortune or abilities, 


however infamous their characters in 
private life? What l then, are the 
friends of God, and the princes of the 
court of heaven, leſs deſerving of our 
attention and W than the great e ones 


ol the earth? 


Our veneration for the memory af 
thoſe whoſe virtues, we believe, have 


exalted them to a diſtinguiſhed place in 
the kingdom of God, prompts us to pre- 


ſerve their remains, or any thing which 
formerly belonged to them, and orna- 


ment thoſe relics with gold and precious 


ſtones; and this alſo gives offence. 


But ſurely, thoſe who diſapprove this 


er, forget that they themſelves ex- 
oy 


= | | 
K „„ 


(187 J 


_ preſs their regard for their deceaſed or 
_ abſent friends, by keeping ſomething 


which formerly belonged to them, for 
their ſakes; or preſerving a part of their 
hair, and working i it up in rings, lockets, 
or other ornaments. It vill not be 
very eaſy for them to ſhow that this is 
not the very ſame ſort of thing. 

In entering imo our Churches we 


ſprinkle our foreheads with water, which 


is called holy, on account of the bleſſings 
of God which we beg may. be beſtowed 
on thoſe who uſe it. But it is not from 


the water we expect any good, any bleſ- 


ling, Or benefit, beyond its natural uſes: 
but from the prayers which the Miniſter 


of God has poured forth before the throne 


of mercies, that thoſe who uſe the water, 
the uſe of which, as we ſee in baptiſm, 


is an emblem of purity, may be inte- 


riorly cleaned by Divine Grace from 


the defilements of ſin, and fitted to ap- 
pear' in the RE of the _— of 


: Halies. 
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154 gain, on certain days i in each week, 
and at determinate times in the year, we 


mortify our ſenſual appetites by faſting, 


or abſtaining from certain kinds of food, 
which are in general the moſt reliſhed. 


On this account we are thought to be 


ſuperſtitious, and by thoſe too whoſe 
own liturgy preſcribes the very fame 


practices. But we are told, that what 


enters into the mouth does not defile a 
man. We know that, J truſt, as well 


as they do. But, if it be the duty of a 


Chriſtian to keep his affections diſen- 
gaged from the things of the earth, to 
reſtrain his carnal deſires, and ſubje 


his paſſions to the dominion of reaſon 


and grace, he muſt be blind indeed in 
his underſtanding, who can ridicule thoſe 
voluntary privations of the uſe of crea- 


tures, thoſe ſtated faſts and abſtinences, | 


which ſo nenen tend to facilitate thoſe 
ends. > 4 e Tk 


In a word, i ignorance may miſlead, or 


prejudices- of education may warp the 


| minds of our oppoſers. This, however, 
2 Iam 


T1] 


J am confident to aſſert, that there is no 
one point of general diſcipline eſtabliſn- 


ed by the Catholic Church, but what will 


appear beneficial and laudable, when ex- 
amined by the cool and diſpaſſionate eye 


of rational inveſtigation. I ſay, of ge- 
neral diſcipline; for we are not anſwer- 


able for the practices of every man, or 


every ſet of men in our communion, any 


more than the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
Church are anſwerable for the enthu- 


ſiaſtic ravings of an iterant field preacher. 
Many amongſt us may go too far, may 


attach too much importance to external 
practices, or render them ridiculous by 
their manner of. uſing them. I am an 
apologiſt for the inſtitutions, not for the 


abuſe of them, or the exceſs of attach- 


ment to them. Though I amwell per- 


ſuaded, that Almighty God is more ho- 
noured by an exceſs of zeal and ſimpli- 
city in his ſervants, than. by all the ſpe- 
cious refinements of this, which is called 
the enlightened age, which under pre- 


tence of rang ſuperfluities, has 
| almoſt 
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moſt taken away the e ſubſtance of 
religion and virtue. 
And now, my brethren, W ſaid 
thus much in vindication of our diſci- 
pline, I muſt beg you to remember, that 
no inſtructions given by the Minifters of 
the Goſpel concerning the utility of our 
religious practices, will ever contribute 
half ſo effectually towards removing pre- 
judioes from the minds of thoſe who 
judge unfavourably of our tenets, as 
your conduct in making uſe of them. 
> You are to prove to thoſe who behold 
you by the general tenor of your lives, 
by the goodneſs ef your hearts, by the 
 prattice of every virtue, and by being 
ever ready to give a proper anſwer to 
thoſe who ſhall make enquiry concerning 
the obſervances of your religion, that 
your piety is enlightened, that your 
practices are not the fruits of ſuperſti- 
tion, but the genuine effuſions of true 
_— and evidently a mali 


Jervice. 


For this end, with what ſeriouſneſs 
and recolle&tion, with what gravity and 
dignity, ſhould the Miniſters of the altar 
perform their ſacred functions! Oh! there 
ſhould appear in our countenances an 
impreſſion of holy dread, and awe of the 
| tremendous myſteries we celebrate; the 
livelieſt ſenſe of the preſence of that 
eternal God before whom we ſtand ; all 
the placid confidence of Hope, and all 
the ardours of Charity. What injury 
muſt indeed be done to the cauſe of vir- - 
tue and religion — what! irreverances muſt 
be occaſioned, if we appear at the altar, 
indifferent, inattentive, diſſipated; or 
proceed with ſuch indecent precipita- 
tion, as though we either regarded not, 
or underſtood not, the ſacred words we 
are reading, or the important adiong v we 
are performing! 55 
And you, my brethren, on your parts 
muſt ever remember, that you can place 
no confidence in any act of exterior 
worſhip, unleſs accompanied by ſincere 
devotion of heart, by converſion from all 


* - 


that i is evil, and an effeQual change „ 


life. It often happens that men ſeek to 
ſubſtitute certain appearances of piety 
in the place of the great duties of juſtice 
and charity. [Unwilli ng to reſign the 


- gains of diſhoneſty, or relinquiſh the 


pleaſures of vice, they attempt to make 


a ſort of compoſition with heaven; a 
- compoſition, which, though they dare not 
avo it in words, lurks in ſecret at the 
bottom of many a heart. If God would 
only diſpenſe with ſome articles of obe- 
dience, they will repay him with abun- 
dant homage, and hope the number of 
their prayers will atone for their defi- 


ciencies in virtue. But che * is 
vain and impious. To, what 5 


Nie new moons, and the ſabbaths, and 


it e. will nut abide ; your aſ- 
ſemblies are wicked. , My foul  Mtedh your 


ſolemnities: they are 


neu moons, and pour 


8 become troubleſome to me, I am weary of 


bearing 


Jon offer me the multitude of your uin? 
N faith the Lord. Offer ſacrifice mo more 


in vain : incenſe is an abommation 10 


bearing with them. And when. you ſtrelch 
forth your hands, I will turn away mine eyes 
from you: and when you multiply prayers, 
I will not hear; for your hands are full 
blood. Maſſi yourſelves, be clean, tale uuay 
the evil of your devices from mine eyes: 
ceaſe to do perverſely; learn to do well: 
feek judgement, relieve the oppreſſed, judge 
for the fatherleſs, defend the widow, and 
then come. (Ia. ch. 1.) Behold, in the 
day of your faſt, your on will is found: 
and you exact of all your debtors. Is this 
Z fuck a faſt as J have choſen? for a man to 
afflif his foul for a day? Is not this rather 
the faſt that T have choſen. Looſe the bands of. 
wickedneſs.— Deal thy bread to the hungry, 
and bring the needy and harbourleſs into 
thy houſe ?— Then ſhall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thy health ſhall 
ſpeedily ariſe, and thy juſtice ſhall go before 
thy face, and the glory of the Lord fhall © 
gather thee up. Then fhalt thou call, and 
the Lord ſhall hear; thou ſhalt cry, and le 
ſhall Jay, Here Jam. (Ch. Ilviii.) Sy 
V 1. L. ut e 57 od -Inategy 
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Indeed, my brethren, if you are aſſi- 
duous to adorn and embelliſh the houſe 
of God, while you neglect to decorate 
vour own ſoul, which is his choſen tem- 
ple, with the ornaments of grace and 
ſandtity; the Lord rejects your offerings ; 
your gifts profane his altars. If you are 
zealous to aſſiſt regularly at the ſacred 
myſteries, and each ſolemnity ſees you 
approach to the altar to. partake of the 
myſterious table; and no ſolemnity be- 
holds any change in your criminal liſe, 
any diminution of your vices, any abate- 
ment of the impetuoſity of your paſſions; 
ah! then the only difference between 
you and the unbeliever is, that you add 
to his crimes a profanation of all that you 
hold moſt ſacred and holy. If you re- 
cite every day, with ſcrupulous exacti- 
tude, certain prayers in honour of the 
Saints, and look upon them as a protes- 
tion for a corrupted and vicked heart; 
i- you paſs alternately from m_ 
places where God is honoured, - to 
thoſe where he 1 is always offended, ir 


piety 


Gigs I: 
piety is an inſult to heaven; you are but 
the phantom of a Chriſtian; you reſem- 
ble thoſe pompous ſepulchres which are 
decorated on the outſide with magnificent 
and pious emblems, with the figures of 
Faith, Hope, Juſtice, and Charity, while 
all within is 1 infection and corrup- 
tion. | | 
Ves, my friends, trae + een and. 
ſanctity of life are ever inſeparably 
united. Prudent and ſolid virtue ſteers 
a middle courſe; it is only paſſion that 
runs into extremes. Your religion muſt 
neither ſtop at that ſpeculative kind of 
virtue which is apprgved of by the un- 
derſtanding, but excites no tender ſenti- 
ment in the heart; nor that blind ſuper- 
ſtition which is not guided by reaſon or 
faith, but fpends itſelf wholly 1 in appear- 
ances of piety. Show ta mankind the 
native beauty of virtue, by carefully ſe- 
parating from it all your weakneſſes. 
Then it muſt appear amiable, ſweet, 

_ equitable, wiſe, noble, diſintereſted, ex- 
alted, divine. Let the whole tenor of 
| "AS  , On 
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your Sonde prove to the world, tha 
your. devotion is neither weakneſs NOT 


caprice; but that it leads you to the 


faithful diſcharge of every duty ; ren- 


ders you beneficial to your fellow-crea- 


tures, and to ſociety; is dictated by that 
wiſdom which deſcends from heaven, that 
wiſdom which is the brighteſt ornament 
and greateſt happineſs of human life; 


and at length conduQs man to the poſſeſ- 
fon of his ſovereign . in » bliſsful 


eee 


ver 


SERMON. 


SERMON IX. 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE: | 
EPIPHANY. 


'On the facred Name of Jeſus 


Aller eight days were accompliſhed, that the 
child ſhould be circumciſed, ſiis name was 
called Fefus, which was called. by the 
Angel before he was conceived in the 
womb, Luke, ii. 210 : 


| P LEASING indeed, and conſoling are 
the ideas which the ſacred name Jeſus 
_ conveys: to our minds; ſweet are the 
emotions which it awakens in a Chriſ- 

tian heart. With this divine name is 

connected all that is great, good, and 
amiable, It is the name of that God, 
made man, who dwell amongſt. us, whoſe 
slory we have ſeen; the gl as of the 
"Þ 1 /- 


5 © + 198 ] 
1 of the Father, full of grace 
and truth; who hath delivered us from 
eternal death, impaxted to us the knows 
ledge of falvation, opened to us the 
gates of heaven, ſecured to us the poſ- 
ſeſſion of immortal bliſs, This adora- 
ble name repreſents to ous imagination. 
that Redeemer, that Mediator of the 
New Teſtament, who, now ſcated at the 
right hand of the Moſt High, continues. 
to ſhower down upon our fouls the trea- 
tures Nis foraces; who. nouriſhes us 
with his own body ; who, with his own 
blood, waihes away all the deſilements of 
our hearts; who forms Paftors and 
Teachers to conduct us along the paths. 
of truth; who reſides in our hearts, aſ- 
ſuaging our ſorrows, repreſſing the tu- 
mult of our lawleſs paſſions, ſupporting 
and cheering our fonts under the prel- 
ſure of earthly calamity... There is no: 
other name under heaven given to men, 
' whereby we muſt be ſaved. (Abts iv.) 
Therefore, the Catholic Church invites 
all her 3 on this day, to praiſe and 

glorify 
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glorify this adorable name wk; is above 
all names, and to rejoice in the conſidera- 
tion of the be ſlings which it imports. 

You join, no doubt, my brethren, ut 
paying this: grateful tribute of praiſe. 

Lou declare, with the ſacred Mother of 
_ -yourRedeemer, that your ſouls magnify 
the Lord, and your ſpirits have exulted in 

God your Saviour. But, notwithſtanding 
that much joy is expreſſed, notwithſtand- 
ing that lately, when ve celebrated the 
birth of Jeſus, the whole Chriſtian 
world wore throughout an appearance of 
feſtivity and joy; yet L cannot be per- 

fuaded that the joy which has been want 
feſted was all real. I know. not what 
may have been your feelings on that 
| happy occaſion 2 but it will not be raſh- | 
neſs to aſſert, that the joy of the greater 
part of men was ſuperficial and vain. 
There could be no true joy in the 
Nativity of Jeſus, no peace, but for thoſe 
who endeavour to live by his ſpirit, to 
keep. his divine commandments, and 46 
as: their * and deſires to 
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conformity with his will. His facred name 
-exprefſes him to be the Saviour of the 
world. He is fo to thoſe ho ſeck fal- 
vation: but he is born for the ruin as 

well as or the reſurrection of many. 

(Luke ii.) Therefore, that you may diſ- 
cover with all poſfible certainty whether 
the name of Jeſus is to you a ſource, of 

- [comfort or not, I propoſe this day to 

conſider whence it proceeds, chat Jeſus, 

although he be the author of ſalvation, 
becomes an occaſion of ruin to ſo many 
who profeſs their belief in him, and ex- 
preſs their veneration for his adorable 
name. I vill give you a'defcription of 
the character of thoſe: unhappy men; 
and I beg of the Almighty, that the de- 
ſoription which ſhall be given, may not 
prove to be dhe ee any one in _ 
aſſembly. % liehen non to 

-*Inareating this ſubjeR, 1 do not with 

_ to throws datmp*an your ſpirits; but to 

place your confidence on a ſolid founda- 

uon: for I wiſh you to taſte that joy 
vhich ſprings purely from the heart; as 
> Þ:: - > Xt. | The 


E 
the joy which is confined to expreſſions 9 
only, is always empty, and muſt in the 
end prove fatal to your happineſs, I. 
fay therefore, that in the firſt place, the 
greater part of men are excluded from 
that ſalvation which the name of Jeſus 
announces to the earth, becauſe thought © 
they wiſh to be ſaved by him, they do 
not ſincerely wiſh'to be delivered by him 
from their ſins. Secondly, becauſe they | 
refuſe to ſeek ſalvation hy employing 8 
the means which their e Has 0 5 | 
PO for attaining ir. 
I. The eternal word'of God defend! | 
ed from his: throne of glory, and took 5 
upon him human nature, for no other 
end, but that de might deliver bis people 
from their ſins. It is for the actom- 
pliſhment of this great work, and this 
alone, that he receives the glorious name 
of Fe us or Saviour. Therefore, if he 
do not free us from the tyranny of our 
paſſions; diſengage us from our vices; 
wean us from our evil habits; make us 
cury' and command our corrupt inclina= 


* 5 | | * tions; 
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tions; and ſubje& all our actions to the 


guidance of his law; his name expreſſes 


no joy, no peace, no happineſs for us.— 


He brings peace only to men of good will: 
if you, my brethren, are not of that cha- 
ratter, reaſon as you pleale, this. God, 


who deſcends on earth to give bleſſings ; 
to man, though the Saviour of the world, 
is not your Saviour: the appellation is 


in your regard wholly without meaning; 


and conſequently all the homage which 
you have this day payed him in his tem- 
ple, all the pleaſure and joy you ex- 


preſſed at the celebration of his Nativity, 


Was outſide ſhow and mean hypocriſy, 


Thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus, (Mat. 2.) | 
«Py the Angel to Joſeph. : Why? Be- 
cauſe he "ſhall fave his people from their 


fins. 6 Take notice: the Angel does not 


ſay you ſhall call his name Jeſus, becauſe 
he ſhall ſhield | you from temporal ca- 
lamities ; ſhall make you abound with 


earthly riches; ſhall exalt youto the pin- 


nacle of human greatneſs; ſhall fight 


' your: battles againſt viſible enemies; 


* 85 — 


— lime and noble office. 


all enlarge your commerce, and ſecure 


the proſperity of a temporal kingdom. 
No: the Saviour, whoſe name we this 
day honour, was deſtined for a more ſub- 


he brings with bim is of infimtely greater 
_  eonlequence.. The evils he comes to 
remove are far more dreadful: than any 
misfortunes of the earth; evils and di6- 
treſſes which affect our immortab fouls, 


and confignthem to eternal perdition. He 


is come to purge away our corruption; 
to confute our errors; to rectify all that 
is diſorderly in our condud: he is come 


to free our necks from the yoke of our 


ſhameful paſſions; to ſubvert that domi- 
nion which the Princes of Darkneſs have 
eſtabliſned in the world; to caſt down: 
and. deſtroꝝ the profane idols, which men 
have ſet up in thoſe hearts which were 
formed. for his love, and belong exclu- 
ſively: to him; to root out your pride; to 
break. your criminal attachments; to 


temps rann to give you patience: in 


The redemption 


keep down your vanity; to reſtrain your | 


K 6 = 2 8 
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| afflidions; to make you cheerful in po- 
verty;: to preſerve in you a moderate 
and humble temper of mind in che en- 
.zoyments of proſperity; to raiſe your 
hearts and deſires to heaven, the eternal 
gates of which he has by his omnipotence 
and mercy throun open to receive you. 
No other power but that of his grace, 
could deſtroy thoſe vices which are the 
bane of all our comforts. He alone 
could impart to the inhabitants of the 
earth theſe | invaluable. bleſſings. If 
therefore he be your Saviour, my 
brethren, / theſe are the effects he pro- 
duces in you. Has he already produced 
them? Have you entered into the liberty 
of the children of God ꝰ Does the Lord 
Jeſus reign in your ſouls? Deſeend to 
à minute inveſtigation of your actions. 
That intemperance and drunkenneſs to 
which- you once ſacrificed your ; peace 
and innocence; which, beſides conſum- 5 
ing the fruits of your induſtry; depriv- 
ing your families of that ſupport which 
"0p e * N look for at your 
4 3 ail : . hands, 
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| Man Sundern your health, has fo 


olten laid your heart open to the inroads 
ol every vice; has made it defencelefs 


againſt every temptation; has caufed 


you to wallow in impurities, and convert 
the temple of the Holy Ghoſt into a ſink 
of filth and uncleanneſs have you re- 


nounced it now! > Have you quitted thoſe 


deſtructive cups, at the bottom of which 
every evil lay concealed? Have you 
bidden an eternal farewell to thoſe com- 
panies, thoſe places, which 'you know 


have fo often ſubdued your ſtrongeſk* re- 


7 ſolutions, triumphed over your weakneſs, 
and led your poor ſoul captive to ini- 
quity? Does a ſpirit of ſobriety and 
_ Chriſtian felf-deniat now preſide over 
your meals? That tongue, which for- 


merly in every heat of paſſion, and fre- 
quently without any provocation, in your 


ordinary difcourſe has uttered ſo many 
dreadful imprecations, curfes, and blaſ- 
phemies, ſo many ſhocking profanations 

of the adorable name of God—Have' you 


— dhe 
— — — —— es re 2 omen no me 


reſtrained, or do yo endeavoar to re- 
35 0 ftrain 


1 6 1 
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reaſon and religion now move your 
tongue to words of charity and peace, 
to words expreſſive of reverential awe 
for that Almighty. being, on whom you 
| totally and continually depend? Thoſe 
| injuſtices in your dealings with other 
5 men, to which are given ſo many ſoft 

names, and which are gilded over with 
fuch ſpecious pretexts—have you re- 
ſtored, or do you ſincerely wiſh to re- 
ſtore the fruits of them? and have *you: 
determined never hereafter to take from 
any fellow creature, by direQor indirect 
means, more than, in the fight of God, 

and before the tribunal of conſcience, 
vou know. you have a tile to? Are the 
weakneſſes, the defects, and ſeeret crimes 
of their neighbours, ſtill the favourite 
topics of converſation among the female 
part of my audience? Is it ill their 
amuſement to expoſe to public view. the 


ſecret ſhame of their fellou-members in 


| Chriſt Jeſus? Are the decoration of the 


exterior, and the cultivation of a periſſi- 
able 
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able beauty, ſtill the prineipaF objects of 
their attention? Do they employ that 
ſoftneſs, that delicacy, thoſe perſuaſive 
and winning attractions by.whieh nature 
has given them. ſuch an aſcendant over 
the ot x, in engaging them to good= 
neſs, in making virtue; plealing and 
amiable ; or in heightening the inſidious 
charms of diſſipation, folly, ſenſuality, 
and vice? 

In a word, ſee is chere any poſhend 
which in your heart prevails over the 
love and fidelity you owe to your Maker: 
any unlawful deſire which you. yet 
_ cheziſh, in your breaſts? If ſo, what. 
title have you -to call. Jeſus a Saviour? 
If he be a Saviour, how can you. flatter. 
_ yourſelves. he is your Saviour? Produce 
| the proofs of your Redemption, What 
change have you. yet ſuffered him to. 
work in your hearts? Ah, my friends, 
if you have not yet given him admiſſion - 
to your fouls, by renoyncing your. 
crimes, I ſhould betray the cauſe of my 
_ Maat, ns lull you into a deſtruc- 


tive 
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tive ſecurity. If I mentioned bis name 
to you as a theme of joy. No; I muſt 
telf you, however reluctant, T muſt tell 
you not to rejoice, but to weep over 
your condition; fince, as long a 
remain in theſe criminaÞ diff 
the ſalvation which Jeſus brings to the 
earth will prove the aggravation of 
your- guilt, and the inereaſe Rp your 
1 hs 

II. In the ſecond place; "I are 
many who pretend a deſire of ſalvation, 
while they will not make uſe of the ne- 
cefſary means which Jeſus hath appointed 
for the conveyance of that grace which 
alone can fave them. The means re- 
quiſite for obtaining ſalvation have been 
concerted and determined by the wiſdom 
of the Deity ; andthe principal and moſt 
effential are fervent and frequent prayer, 
the meditation 'of divine truths, and the 
frequent participation of the een 
By prayer we are to acknowledge ou 
dependance on our Creator, daily. to 
bay before him our wants and miſeries, 


and 
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and aſk for that ſuccour from above, 
which may arm us againſt our fpiritual 
enemies, make us proof againſt the 
afſaults of temptation, and conduct us 
with ſteady ſteps in the ways of goodneſs. 
By revolving in our minds the maxims 
of heavenly wiſdom contained in the 
_ Goſpel, we are to impreſs them deeply 
on our''remembrance, familiarize our- 
ſelves with them, and employ themas a 
conſtant antidote” againſt the corrupt 
maxims and opinions of thoſe who are 
ſlaves to this world. As to the third 
means I mentioned, viz. the participa- 
tion of the ſacraments, you muſt obſerve 
that "Jeſus, who paid the price of our 
redemption, having it at his option to 
convey to us the treaſures of his races 
by what inſtruments he ſhould pleaſe to 
appoint, has inſtituted certain facred 
_ ceremonies called Sacraments, to the 
ule of which his graces are annexed; and 
through which they flow into our fouts, | 
FTneſe, therefore, are ſo many /ounfains 
| f ' water oringing up to everlaſting life, 
01S 9 provided 


* 
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provided by our-Redeemer for the nou- 
riſhment and refreſhment of his ſervants 
in their earthly pilgrimage. Thoſe who 
draw not from theſe ſountains muſt lan- 
guiſh and faint in the way to happineſs, 
and be carried away captives to iniquity 
without the power of reßſtance. 

Our Redeemer, as I have already 

ntioned, could have appointed any 
other, mode of diſiributing his graces : 
dut he made choice of this, as was ex- 
plained to you more fully laſt Sunday, 
that; men, who are more eaſily moved 
by objects which frike their ſenſes, than 
by truths only addreſſed to the under- | 
ſtanding, might have a ſenſible image of 
tde inviſible effects of divine grace in 
their ſouls; that the mak ing uſe of theſe 
humble elements might quell the pride 
of the human heart, and reduce it under 
entire ſubjeQion to the Sovereign Lord 
of all things viſible and inviſible; and 
that the ufe of ſuch ſenſible 6gns- might 
be a band of union between his ſervants, 


on. cement tbo together into one vi- 
able 


* . 
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ble k b diſtinguiſhed from every 


other ſobiety: or inſtitution among the 


anhabitants of the eaxth. A 
All other ceremonies, bekdes the Im 
_craments and the adorable. ſacrifice of 
the new law; are of human inſtitution. 
They impart no grace of themſelves; 
and although they are highly uſeful and 
laudable, though wiſely calculated to 
inform the mind and affect the heart, to 
enk indle devotion and inſpire that reve- 
rence and awe with which man ſhould 
approach to pay his adoration to the 
Supreme Being ; yet, when put in com- 
Petition with the Sacraments, they are 
but of trifling conſequence. Now it is 
an indiſputable truth, that Jeſus wil 
not faye our fouls by any other means 
than thoſe which he himſelf has ap- 
pointed, when our circumſtances allow 

us to. have recourſe to them 
Theſe truths have been Sent 
inculcated. All Chriſtians have learned; 
or ſhould have learned them in their 
early years. Yet. we fce thouſands, and 
u 
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it is moſt likely there are ſeveral among 
my preſent kearers, particularly among 
the lower order of thoſe who are natives 
of a neighbouring iſland; that are ſcru- 
pulouſly, and perhaps ſuperſtitiouſly at- 
tached to certain exterior practices of 


leſs moment; ſuch as the uſe of holy 


water, the receiving of bleſſed aſhes on 
their forcheads the firſt day of Lent; 
the paying of adoration to their. crucißed 
Redeemer, by bending before the image 
of his croſs on Good Friday; the ex- 
preſſing of their reſpett and veneration 
for the Saints, by preſerving their 
relies and pictures with decent and pious 
care; and ſuch-like practices, which 
vVvere not meant to ſave their fouls, but 
only to excite their devotion, and move 
them to employ the means of ſalvation, 
the Sacraments which Jeſus hath himſelf 
" inſtituted, - Their attachment to theſe 
"ceremonies. is manifeſted in ſuch warm 
een of zeal, and accompanied in 
our public chapels with ſuch extravagant 


nnn as to draw upon us the 
| * 


T3 


Aiticele of thoſe who, beingunacquaintep! 


with our real tenets, and having already 
imbibed many prejudices againſt our faith. 
and doctrines, are eaſily perſuaded that 


we place the whole of our religion in 
external pomp and ſhow. While, be- 
hold theſe religious and fervent ſouls, 
whoſe appearance ſpeaks them to be all 
on fire with divine love, though they 
have our Redeemer preſent in perſon 
upon our altars, the bread of life, the 
{ſource of grace; though he there ſtret- 
ches out his hands to beſtow upon them 
every bleſſing; invites them to come to 


him, aſſuring them they ſhall find reſt 


for their fouls; intreats them not to be 
inſenſible to his goodneſs, but to purify 
their hearts from the defilements -of fin, 
by ſincere repentance, and frequently 


nouriſh their ſouls with the. Iife-giving 
food which he hath prepared for them. 


Still they refuſe it ; month after month, 
year after year, they refuſe it. They 


ſpurn at his goodneſs ; they deſpiſe his 


mercies. What a monſtrous incon- 
 ftency— 


\- 


„ 
ſiſtency—hat a dreadful infatuation is 
this! My God, how terribiy is thy 
vengeance diſplayed in ſuffering men to 
be thas deluded! What think you; my 
brethren, will all your apparent zeal and 
devotion avail you? Truly, while you 
refuſe to give to your Redeemer that 
heart of yours, which he principally re- 
gards, all your exterior practices of de- 
votion, however pious and ſacred in 
themſelves, can be no better chan ſo 
many inſults and mockeries, . 

I repeat it again, my brethren, If 
men wiſh to be faved, theſe practices 
alone will never ſave them. Salvation 
is to be obtained by the participation of 
che Sacraments, by aſſiduity in prayer 
and meditation, by keeping the com- 
mandments, and by the pradice of every 
good work, with the aid of that grace 
which, by the two former means, is 
derived from the merits of Chriſt Jeſus. 
When you neglect not che great and 
_ efſential duties of religion, then you 


_- with. b. i make aſe; of other obſer- 
| Vances.; 
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vances; then you will profit by them; 
then they will have ſome meaning, ſome 
ſignification in you; then they will 
nouriſh your piety; but, | if ſeparated 


from the love of God and the practice N 
ol good works, they can avail you 
nothing. 


My friends, I "FER now pointed out 

to you the errors which muſt be guarded 
againſt, and the means which muſt be | 
made uſe of in order to profit by that | 

| ſalvation, which Jeſus brings to the ' 
earth. To ſuch as ſincerely wiſh to 

_ accompliſh his will, the name of Jeſus 
ſpeaks every bleſſing and every comfort. 
To repeat it, is their conſtant delight: : 
it is their ſolace in their earthly pilgri- "© 
mage, the alleviation of every pain, a „ 
ſhield againſt every danger. But, above 
all, in that tremendous moment, when — 
this world retires away, and the depart- 
ing ſpirit has only eternity in view, oh! = 
then to call on the ſweet name of Jeſus, 5 1 
is all her conſolation ; to hide herſelf in 
1 his 
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his ſacred wounds, is all her ſecurity; 
to 100k up 40 his merits and; mer- 
cies; is all her joy; as to {ing eternal 
canticles of praiſe to his divine name, 
will be her happineſs for endleſs ages. 
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| On the e and Comforts ofChrillianity 
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pigeon. 21.20. geh e e 
Amen I. ſay to you, I have not found fo great 


a0, 2 Ale, ate viii. 10. © 
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: | is kfodiſbing, that notwithſtanding 
the fulfilling of the prophecies in our 
Redeemer, Chriſt Jeſus; notwithſtand- 
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by” 


ing the” fublimity of his doctrines and 


the ſplendor of his miracles; ſtill the 
Jeus were ſo petverſe of heart, as to 
remain in the darkneſs of infidelity; 

to cloſe their eyes with the moſt obſti- 


nate prejudice againſt that heavenly light 
which broke wad Pact them Kun 2 th 


— 
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deſired of all nations, to deny him meir | 
faith, their homage, and ſubmiſſion, and 
refuſe to receive him. He uas in the 
world, and the world was ale by him, 
and the world Ane him not, He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not. 
(John i.) The Centuſion mentioned in 
this day's Goſpel ; the Centurion, a 
. Gentile, an Idolater,. little. acquainted 
with the prediQtions of the Prophets, 
little converſant in the ſacred writings, 
without the ſpecial advantages which the 
Jews enjoyed, deſtitute of almoſt all. 
the means of. diſcovering; the. Meſſias, 
which, they poſſeſſed, went, out to meet 
| his, Redeemer with. any humble, lis vely: 2 
faith; with a faith which, excited; the, | 
a admijration of our divine Lordi a faith 
fluch as bg. had not. yet fqund among 
thoſe tq, whoma.the promiſes were made, 
; among the children, of. 1 [rael,. .the,choſen.. 
people of God, and the objects of his 
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pee of infidelity in hefe 
our days At this period of the'werld? © | 
v»ben the! Religion of eſis; plattéd inn at 
Judea by the eternat word of God, We 1-721 
forced by miracles," ſupported by pro- 1 | 
phecies, beautiful i the ſtructure and 
| trirniony: of all its parts, pure i in its mo- N 
rality, beneffciab- in all“ its infltiences, | -,-- 
_clevatedrandſubtimein' its doctrines and | "8 
precepts watered by the blood of the” © | 
Martyrs, made illuſtrious by the diſtin- 
guifheeb charaQtets' andheroi@virtaes'of 
thouſands,” whom ithasformedto every! | 
thing great and good; when this reli- 
gion has triumphed oer Idelatry, and 
extended its dennen the ends of the 
earth; When Kings, Nations, and Ei- 
piret havr ſubrnitted 40 its power, lou 
riſhed under its auſpices and glbrief 1 
proceting and defenlng it g at tlie pe? 
riod of che world, at à lime tob wm 
is diſtinguiſhed by ths appWation ofthe" | 
cnlightenedage; inen born ud edücated 0 | 
ime che boferñ —— wake it | 
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ridicule and laugh it e 1400 with- 
dra their aſſent from its doftrines, and 
reluſe ſubmiſſion to its injuftions, is 
conſidered as a becoming uſe of reaſon, 

a mark of courage and ſtrengt of mind, 
4 noble freedom of thought. Fi 
Various are the principles Amen eh 
| this profeſſion | of incredulity in matters 
of religion is obſerved to originate. 
Some oppoſe Chriſtianity becauſe its 
moral precepts are adverſe to the gratifi- 
cation of their depraved appetites; others, 
becauſe they have not yet been at any 
pains to examine the evidence on which 
it is grounded; others, from a pitiful, 
contemptible vanity — an affectation to 
appear more penetrating, more enligh- 
tened than the reſt of their contempo- 
raries. If, therefore, there be in this 
aſſembly any perſon who, from either of 
theſe motives, has unhappily given into 
cis illuſion; or if there be any preſent 
| who, nowiichſlanding; they NE pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian faith, are moleſted 
| with doubi ang FI or diſcon- 


certed 5 


r 

ceried by the talerics and mockeries of 
the unbelicver; to fuch T now addreſs 
myſelf, with a defign to lay briefly be- 
fore them fome of the irrefragable argu=- 
ments Which demonſtrate the religion of 
J. eſus to be the inſtitution of Wo. Divine 
Being. 1 
Firſt, thoſe who pretend that's its doc- 
| trines are repv gnant to reaſon, will 
diſcover that: reafoneondufts us to the 
belief of them; that the wiſeſt and moſt 
prudent uſe we can make of our reaſon, 
is to become diſciples of Chriſt Jeſus, 
| Secondly, if an. one think it an advan- 
tage to have thrown off the yoke of 
Cbrim, be wilf find that dhe Chbriſtian 
teligion brings wich it all that cah reſlett 
,onor and dignity on! um an nature, and 
whatever is confoling "aid 590 85 ightful. to 
the Heart of man: 0 tp B: [0 BATS 
To yon, brevile, i my belodech whoſe 

eich is unmoved and undiftutbed, to 
you the ſubject is not unintereſting. Tt 
muſt be pleaſing and proficable 1 to view, 


BY one: time to- time, the foundations on 


— 


LS. which 


f 


4 
—— 
- 


| FE {| 
which your. faith js built; 10 known che 
ſtirength of the fortreſs in hic you are 
ſecured, again t.the, aſſaults of, the 4 zune 
and, the ungermining arufices of a pre- 
tended | -philgſpphy, ; AAQ-b be ready al- 
Wers, 0 fatiyy ener one that aſtecb Ou 0 
: 7 of that hope which is in you. abou 
| dx 4; begin. hy, Ohſexving to og that 
che i Chpilt Jeſus, that faith wih 
98k 1570 h 6 is ED Nletler God, is 
$8629 br be acquired, WP OOH Ner- 


BE | Ka Sr It Ie met the. rel * It, gf human wit, 


ipvention, r Fegſoning, nt muſt be 
infuſed goto the Lay) rr Spind af 


God, muſt bethe ſpecial gilt ohm who 
wx is he giver of all, 8004 gs. „Bm. al 
5 Abe Nu faith 18, mot he produRion 


it teaches any impenetrable, t0,0ur, weak 


"and d imperfett minds, yet it is, the office 


of reaſon.to remoye every gbſtacle which 
| might. Preyent us from embracing it. 


© | Realgy guides vs,to-faith.... The! fainter 


_ rays of the light of nature point qut/the 
path) which, lea A M aud: ſleady 
© 269 I | ght 
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ght of Uivine'tevelation : as faith te 
will at length terminate in a ſtill clearer 
fight anck knowledge of the truths of God, 
in thofe bleffed abodes where M that s? 
imperfect will be done away; ; where 
the glory of fe Lord Thall nine around 
us in alk its effulgence, and the Deity 
mall difclofe hitmſelf to our view, With 
but vell or uny ſhade f obſcurity. Thus 
hath heaven ordained, that ma n ſhould 
paſyprogretively Afrough arfferent' ſtages 
of meiſtal improvement, 'tilf he arrive 
at theTaltieſs of Alt viſdom and know. 
| lege 0 1907 N . ho 
detendig Reveal oh, I Wim not 
to Hepreciate human tealon, woch eſs Geri 
to eftaBliſh' 'Chriftiavith* on LB CO 
Reafbfi 18 the moſt bedutifül ornament 15 
of Gur nature, the diltinguiffing exbela 
ence of our being. We dere iſted 
with it by our boufeffül iel or, that by 
its liglit we mi oh: direct out ſteps through 
life, and determine the part we Thould 
ad With refpe& to all 15 concerns of 
this world; and Partieclarty thöfe wol 
„ important | 
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important of all concerns, the goods 
and evils. of eternity... Hence St. Paul 
tells the Romans, that their ſubmiſſion 
10 the law of Chriſt muſt be reaſonable. 
Indeed, were. the doctrines which are 
delivered as revealed truths demonſtra- 
tively repugnant to reaſon, we ſhould be 
bound to reject them; becauſe the Dei- 
* is incapable of acting 1 in, contradiQion 
with himſelf. He i is the author of reaſon; 
therefore that which is contrary to. reaſon 
cannot have been revealed by him. 
_ Chriſtianity, | however, has. king | 
-to apprehend from being examined by 
the principles of ſolid and diſpaſſionate 
reaſon. Truth always loves the light, 
loves 10 be narrowly ſearched into; 
while i it is the property of error and falſe- 
hood to ſereen itſelf i in darkneſs and ob- 
ſeurity. In order to be convinced of 
this harmony between reaſon and reve- 
lation, we will ſuppoſe, for a moment, 
that we have not vet embraced Chrillia- 
nity, and then obſerve by what gradual 
 adyances reaſon condutts us to the reli- 


— 


t EL 


gion bf Chriſt Jeſus; 6d) 1 truſt we 
all be fully aſſured, that not to embrace 


it in faith and p 


Aice, evinces either 


a weakflefs of intelles, or a a depravity 


$5016 k 4 T 3113 4 2 
of, heart. 5 N 


In the firſt place, reaſon teh de- 5 


monſtrates the exiſtence of a God, a 


ſupreme ruler of the Univerſe, a ſove- 
reign. Lord of Heaven and Earth who 


drew us, and all things out of nothing, 


by his omnipotent word. ; Since, there- 


fore, we are his own creatures, the work 
of his hands, we depend entirely on him, 


and owe to him, by every title of juſtice - 
and gratitude, our obedience, fidelity, 
and homage. We are bound conſe- 
quently to honor and ſerve him; after - 


every manner in which he choſeth to be 


honored and Terved:” Now, as the infi- 


nite wiſdom of the Supreme Being may 


doubtleſs be acquainted with many myſ= 


terious truths, which are far beyond the 
reach and comprehenfion of our limited 
and narrow whos wary 7. 3 * oe command 


r 
e 
TOOL. 


1 5 | ftandings 8 


daandings b aku racing. theſe; 4ryths, 
8 although we cannot comprehend them; 
this is a kind of homage ayhich, Mer Fre 


bound ig pay, 19. his adorable Majel 
In like manner, If the Almighty demand 


of us the ſacrifice of 0 I. fHeftigons, by 
enjoining t the price. 0 virtues repug- 
nant to our natural. inclinations, - and 
painful to > the feelings of lle b. and blood; 
if he require ob us, that we yorſhp | bim 
after any determinate mode or rite, by 
. hacrifices 28 public | pręyer, by faſt- 
| ing, or maki . uſe of certain exterior 
ceremonies. and forms; | We are indiſ- 
penſably obliged to. comply. Vith his 
divine injunckions. From theſe. gbſer- 
vations. it evidently follows,: that if the 
dofrines, of the Chriſtian Religion were 
reyealed and its precepts achte 0 whe. 
- Almighty, to refuſe to fubmu 
is the height, of inſolenge and iwpiety. | 
The next point then 0 be determined 
is, whether the Chriſtian Religion: has 
been thus reyealed and thus inſtituted? 
Wee r an be v ge: d. 


45 | lowing 


> 43.43 C47 


e 
Weib its Grestion ve mall Los | 
yy conducted to Chriſt. . 
The hiftory of the life of Jeſus Chrift © 
contained in the four-Goſpels, and. the 
other writings and epiſtles of his Diſ- 
ciples, which compoſe the New Teſta- 
ment, (for at prefent I ſhalh not mention 


the Scriptures under the. Moſaic diſpen- 8 


1 ſation) have been carefully preſerved” 


and from age to age tranſmitted down 


to us. We cannot rationally doubt 
whether theſe books were really written 
by the Apoſtſes and Diſciples of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, to whom they are aſcribed, any. 
more than we can doubt whether the 


| works attributed to: Homer „Virgil, or cw 


eero, be their compoſitions. Nay, we are 
much farther removed from doubt reſ- 
pekting the real authors of the Scriptures, 
becaufe theſe books have been more 
ſtudied, more narrowly and critically” 
examined, and more univerſally pro- 


pagated, than any « other doo, or pro-.. 


dui om wbateper. 
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The Wan as to all the facts they 
relate, carry with them every mark of 
truth: for the Authors of them could | 
not have been themſelves impoſed on; 
nor have we the leaſt ground to ſuſpe& 
them. of: any. deſign to impoſe, on us. They 
could not have been themſelves impoſed 
on: hey wrote a narrative of tranſac- 


wks: : Plain, N : Tenfible' fads, 
of which the meaneſt capacity is as ca- 
pable of judging, as the moſt cultivated 
underflanding, They did not wiſh. to 


— 


impoſe on us. Oh! my brethren, what 
intereſt could they have in chat? They 
wrote and hey preached a doctrine 
Fe 7 which, inſtead of being calculated to 
2 procure them any of the emoluments of 
this world; to raiſe them to honours 
and dignities; to gain them the. {miles 
of the great, the applauſe of their con- 
5 tEmporaries ; 2 or to lay open the path to 
| wealth and emjoyment; Vas in ſcandal 
. to the Jews, and a Jolly to. the Gentiles : 
1 hoy were deſpiſed and ridiculed by the 
8 


1 229 1 
„* and cruelly „ W 


their on people yet they, perſeverec 


in abjection, in infamy, in peril, in 
diſtreſs, in priſon, in tortures; they 
againſt the world Rill perſevered, and 

ended a life. of toil and affliction, by 


ſealing with their own blood the veracity 


ol the facts they related. Does impof.- 

ture and deceit ever go theſe lengths? 

The ſuſpicion is abſurd and ridiculous. 
Theſe writings,” then, compoſed: by 


| witneſſes fo credible, by witneſſes above 


all exception, contain the moſt irr eſiſtible 
proofs, that the doctrines of Jeſus def: 


cended from Heaven, that his Religion 


is t 


e inſtitution of divine wiſdom: for 


they inform us, that Jeſus: worked va- 
rious miracles in confirmation of his 


_ miſſion; that is, to prove that ne came 
with the power and authority of God, 


and to prove that he was himſelf the Son- 
of God. A miracle, my brethren; is a 
change of the laws of nature, an inter- 
ruption or ſuſpenſion of its operations: 
zen fron the- natural: order an 


_ courſe 


> hb . £ 
. 
r PAY. path; > 
* a 1 
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courſe of SE which Was eſtabliſhe@ 
| bythe Deity at the creation of the world. 
God is the author of nature and of alt 
its laws: therefore, none can change 
them without his pleaſure or permiſſion. 
Sod e truth and holineſs: he 


tannot, conſequently, permit any one 
10 the laws of nature in confir- | 
ange 


mation of falſehood, becauſe that would: 
give his ſanction to the deceit. The 
Creator of the Univerſe; can never de- 
ſcend from his throne or abdicate his ſo- 
vereign dominion over nature: nor will 
he delegate to any man the power of 
ſuſpending the courſe of nature, when. 
ide exerciſe of that power will me, his 
erxeatures into error inevitable 
Wher Jeſus, therefare, — . 


N co che dick. to ſeel no more 
Fee and pains, to reſume 
cheir health and vigor, to, take up their 
eee their dwellings; when 

o mmar Jed tbe dead to ariſe from: 


[ 
it muſt nun been the.powes e 

Vvhich Vas there exerted. Theſe ſtu- 
mankind, that he, at whoſe word they 
were performed Was the interpr eter of 


_ the Divine will-, that his-inftruQions- - 


vere the diftates of God's eternal wiſ- 
dom; and that all men were bound to 


acknowledge him for their lawrgiver, 
their maſtex, heir teacher, their Lord; to 


boy down their underſtandings in hum 
ble aſſent io the impęenettable truths: 
vhich he delivered; and form their lives. 


by the maxims ang; WY ge i 


both OO Wenne 
What T haue Send ba may fuſben; 


to ow you, that yqur faith and religion - 
are ſupported by pillars Io fürong and. 
durable, that no forcę or art can ever 


moye them from. their baſis; and to paint; 

out to you. the gradual progreſs of the: 
buman mind, from the glimmering light: 
of reaſon, ic the brighter day of divine 


revelation; Would time permit it, 1 


* before n other ſiriking 


and 


— 1 [n+ 2 


* 
age CET „ 33 2 
— 1 


e of vhs rel eligion of 

Chriſt ſeſus. I could ſhow! you the 
bee of all the prophecies in his 
perfon: I could call your, attention to 
| the mirabulous propagation of this reli- 
1 gion, the eſtabliſpment f the Church, 
and its preſervation to chis day, during a 
erm of almoſt eighteen” hündred years, 
in the midſt of the various revolutions of 
the earth, and notwichſtanding thefluc-- 
tuating condition of all human things.— 
Indeed, when we behold a few illiterate 


fiſhermen; without arts, vithout ſcience, 


without eloquence, authority or po- 
preaching a doctrine humiliating to 1 | 
man nature; and enjoining che practice 
of virtues painful to the feelings of fleſh: 
_ and blood; and yet though all · the force 
of the Roman! Empire was collected 
againſt them ſuccèeding. in their deſign; 
giving convittion tothe proudeſt minds; 
lub duing ihe moſt.obſtinaie prejudices ; | 
OE. wy e ee of eee 


phers: when ye confi 
the doArines, they preached, ſo pure, ſo 7 ; 


i guiſhed among the ſages of the 


4x: 233 - 1 
er the nature of | 


pes ig in their influence, ſo exalted, 
o ſublime, ſo far, tranſcending, all the 


4 . 


1 — precepts. of the moſt., diſtin- 4 


cient 


world; when we behold, the church w 
Chriſt, at this remote period of time, 
when ſo many kingdoms and empires 
have 18 to zuin, ane eee al 


from. ict rao m_ c 
ſplendid from the. clouds, which — 4 
to overſhadow its glory; br ben we. be- 
4 hold. all this, can we forbear crying out, 


E. Tuly the anger of Ged.i is here! This is 


y Handl 
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indeed the work. of an A 


the, work, of that Being, ho promiſed 
is ſon Chriſt Jeſus t the nations 


to give, iQ, 5 $3 
. for his inheritance, and for his poſſeſs 
ſons the of the earth L Ob, my 


our faith is e. we 1 ie; that Wh 1s 
all 


„ T7! 
7 141 
ts 


trlends, when 1 we. conſider \ with diſpaſy 
74 bonate reflection, the proofs: on. which 


— : * 
* 
—— 7 — nnn ee 
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all our joyi our glory our Mppinebz ib 
ſubmit our mi min hearts to the Qomhi- 
nion of Jeſus. "> ee e LEST" 
N faid, ech d diff paſlrite veletlob: ; 
for, ed peu kl whehice it generally 
Happens, that men'ſee*n&t=the truth of 
the Chtiſtian Religion, or ſeeing; Tefuſe 
to embrace ef! heir pafmons ate the 
Breat, the only Gbftacle. Tuffdelity bri- 
Frrates in the Heart The Roy al Pro- 
Phetaaells us, that He wither 5 diy aid in 
nis x art there id no God: tllat is; Hrſt, he 
Med there dere hene; aid hen 15 
dueavoured to Perfüade bitafelf a 
dthers, that” his Wies were ir Mong 
_ The tame is th the cafe of &ery Unbelie ver 
in matters of religion: he Hnds pimſelf 
apitated by c mie paſſons and deres; 
he en thoſe grat 
and ; Which are incompatible 
with vienge ome when' Vice firft diſ- 
cvers her hotrid uſpebt, bis ofitcience 
tarts back; the principk F f religion 5 
are a continual check t him in his guilty 
| career; ga monitors, whoſe! impor- 
: * 
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— coemabſes bees 
bim like a difmal{peare every pfeaburt 
is thus imhitte red, and facceeded by ex 
crudiating pain of heart. What then 
_—_ Uo; in chis diſtreſsfup Atwavion? 
how gvatiſy his unlaw ful deſires, without 
| ſoeling2chis interior angilfh?' Why due 
endeavour is perfudde hinifelfrhar Ret. 
gion isebut a fable: ke blunts the fili 
| edge ofhis wind, and Can bo genger de 

uvorkecl / up / by the'Sdtee of truths, | 
which, were ils palhons fflent, coul not 
ail of cabtyäng eohRKidtion to His very = 
ſoul . b od HN weit bas Ame 
For our. parts inyobtetbren, #Pwe£ttil 
cerely wiſh. to becacquain ell WE tot 


bre M Kno Cod 46 > 06 ik r of 
Godginal) things. and not h follow:the 
| inpulſe.af-6ur "owe cothuytions if 


| 1 become more and more ac2 


voice of Gd, ſpe * ſecretly to our 
"1903S hearts; 


hovevarradyerſes te our unuft eee, 


quainted with; the do&rines of religions 
by daily meditation, we liſten to the 


* : 


— 
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hearts; if, 3%, _ hunible: ſupplication,n we 
beg of him who can command the ſeas no 
Jonger 1c roll, and che bowling tempeſt 
49, be huſhed into ai ſileni calm: if we 
VHeg, and daily beg of him tolcheck the 
torrent of, our palſions, to hold abſolute 
; u9n-Qyer our lopls, 10 dippel every 
 tloud of error and deceit ; thenthe poi- 
Jon of infidelity, however fatal its effects 
in cis age. vill have ng, po er: io inſect 
our, minds or hęartg 160 will never taint 
5 NN yirtue,, nor diſtuth our peace But 
iis now, time come 10 the, ſecond 
point, and ſhow you the dignity to 
Which Cbril ianity exalts Waagen, | 
_ and the cemforts it i Ampants e 
., The an pe «Chriſtian, vhe- 
ther we gudge. of; it om, nation 
in which hejis held by he apreme judge : 
of merit s or;trom.the-ſupetiority to 
Which he is exalted above eee 
of, this, world; isl. indiſputably, the 
greateſt that e an be confetted on - 
' , crea ed, being. Since God is the foun- 
. of all hongur: and greatneſs, the 


af . excel- 


© 37 -Þ | 

«cellen Or ba POWER for! 
many emanations from him. His crea- 
tures are great and excellent, in propor- 
tion as they ſtand in a nearer relation to 
| him. Hence it follows, that to be made 
his friends: his affociates; »the objetts f 
his eſteem and of his tendereſt love, is 
the moſt exalted degree of ignity —_ 5 
excellence to which a finite and imper- 
fett being is capable of arriving. "And 
theſe diſtinttions Chriſtianity confers.” 


A Chriſtian is the friend, the favourite,” 

| WH the adopted ſon of God, heir of God, 

) and coheir with Jeſus Christ, to n 

» dominion all ' principality,” and . | 


1H and virtut, and domination, ane lee nie 1 
- Wl fat i named, not only in this world, 


n alſo in that" okict'is 0 to lone, are etern ally <1 
43 ſubje&ed. ( Eph. i. F 
0 With relation to the tings of his RE 
ns world, a true Chriſtian is a manraiſed® - | 
ae above the earth; no longer ugitutes by „ 
wy the little revolutions and«viciflitndes'6f! = 2 


human thingss/no loäger us bb dhjeficg— 
by thefrowns of n or tranſportd 
EE Ban | 


[238 JN). 
Hiya digblnuhSabmodirarondbyine> 
ſales of proſperity: chisareafuregandablll 
that he loves; ig inolieaven, whete no 
fraud: or violence cam enter. He is free, 
evon in captiuity and chains gj ever maſter 
of himſelf; ever: poſſeſſed of ahſölüte 
ſway over all the paſſions of- his 
bart: he doesogooch ations; noticatchs N 
ingsat human applauſe} but to vapptove® 
himſelf 50 his / Oreatorꝭ he does go 
aQtions- with: equal) alacrity, in the 
obſeurity of retirement, and chen ex- 
poſech to tho notice bf his)fellowscreas); | 
turesg but he wiſheg rather for ibe re- : 
tired ſhade, becauſe. be fears leſt the 
breath of human applauſe ſhould tarnim 
hisx vintues 3 and); well knows: that: his 
| Lord. views: wick delight every deed Of 
goodneſs, how much ſoever deſpiſed, 
difregarded, on forgotten, by the giddy 
anch choughtleſs.· inhabitants of ths earth. 
Hes fears inet. death de Appears t 
fy him .difarmed-ofall ite tertoræ Mh 
ſhould he ſean:it dp It is the gate which! 
5 Boch ist 7½ Wiebe opens 


5 bnowed/ 


R 


enn, eee 
end to his mortal ex iſtence, wil be the 
moment: in hichihe is introduced ta thet = 
ſociety of all that is boantiful, wi ſe andß)./ & . 
bappy. This: is: true: greatne ſa ij this is 
nobility; thisbis dignity indee! Oh) 
my friends, I glory in believinga truthss 
thus honour able to: my mature. IId is: 
delighiflil to indulge theſe hopes. Noto 
to Ts. 18 be a mp and a ton 
ments A iA ex dd T 
The inßdelawhoß from a falſe affefla- 
tion of. independence, reſuſes / to ſubmit 


F 


to the empire of Chriſty: ſuffers himſelf. 
to be enſlaved by every lawleſs deſite: 
| he lis the. ſport of every /contingenoy, | 


without any greater expectation than«s 
chat of ending a life of vanity, trouble 
andi!toily like the beaſts of the field heb 
ſceks to withdraw himſelf from chem 
minion of God but he cannο ſucceeds! : 5 
The. Lord muſt reignifor ever and ever. : 
over all his creatures: he wilftes 40 ruled 
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EE) with a fceptre of mildneſa good- 
neſsf and love; to he to them as e 
good ſhepherd, and lead them into fruit 


ful, rich, and delightful paſtures: but 
if they rejett the offers of his bounty, 


be will ſtill rule over them; he will rule 
tem willi a r rod of iron, and-break them i in 
Fuse, lile a potter's veſſel. ¶ Plal. ii.) Such 
is the end of human pride; ſuch the glory 
of thoſe pn nch W of the 
Ahnighty. Sem s od en, lid 

The Chriſtian Religion: hack ide 

out the only path that leads to glory, 
furniſhes likewiſe. the moſt fruitful ſource _ 
under all the: diſappoint - | 


ads Nn and, afflictions of this 


mortal life. Without! the friendly aid 
which religion offers, man is truly a 
miſerable, a wretched)! being: his infant 
days are uſheretl in by ſorrow and pain: 
NOT is a ſcene of 3 _ and 


— ita pu 2 3 
ann. paſſions; 9 in his pur- 
ſuits 


. 

| ſuits: by a thouſand diſappointments; 
graſping till after a phantom of happi- 
neſs, which; as he makes advances to- 
Wards it, conſtantly retires: from him; 
and if he even attain to the objett of his 
deſires, his heart ſtill returns back to 
itſelf, and finds a void not yet filled up, 
a variety of other deſires not yet ſatiated. 
Thus he goes on from year to year, 


ſometimes rejoicing, but oftener, much 


oftener, weeping and ſorrowing, till death, 
which of all evils he moſt dreads, comes 
ruſhing upon him, and extinguiſhes all 
his flattering hopes and deluſive expec- _ 
| tations. This is a true Picture of the . 
natural condition of man: this is what 
be vould have been had not Revelation . 
diſcloſed to him the truths of Chriſtia- 
nity, introduced him to objetts divine 
and immortal, and raifed his views to 
grand and noble proſpects, by bringing 
: life and immortality to light, | 
But now, walking by the light which 
Sedation holds out to him, in all the 
evils of life, in ſorrow, fickneſs and pain, 
rYor. I. . he 


| 
| 
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| 
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| 
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he looks up to heaven and is comforted. 
A thouſand caſualties may deprive him 
_ of the goods of the earth; but theſe 


he makes no very great e He ; 
knows there is a bliſsful inheritance in 


better life, which none can take from 
him; which is his, as long as he chooſes 


' ito retain his title to it. Elate with 


_ theſe pleafing reflexions, big with theſe 
comfortable hopes, he feels not the 
weight of his earthly chains: he rejoices 
to ſuffer here, becauſe his preſent tribu- 
lation, which is momentary and light, 
worketh for him above meaſure exceedingly 
encternal weight of glory. (a Cor. iv.) 

Henceforth, therefore, my brethren, 


let your vocation to Chriſtianity, your 


having been born and educated in its 


boſom and nouriſhed by its divine in- 


ſtructions, be conſidered as the greateſt 


 dlefing of your lives. But remember, 
that it is no bleffingto thoſe who content 


themſelves. only with the profeſſion of 


Chriſlianity, without ſhowing forth in 


”_u_ tives the virtnes it commands and 
recom- 


— 
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recommends. No: if you wiſh to enjoy 


che bleſſings which Religion brings with 
it to mankind, begin from this momem 


to walk in a manner worthy of your-ve= 


cation: let humility, meekneſs , patience, 


an ardent love of God, anda benevolent 
attention to the intereſts of every fellow- 
creature, be your particular character as 
they are the diſtinguiſhing features of 


every true diſciple of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Theſe are the ornaments of a Chriftian; 


theſe are ever attended by peace and 


joy, and lead t to a death POR in = 


fight of God. 


When 1 mentioned a death precious | 


in the fight of God, I ſaw in the dejetted 


air of your countenances, that T awaken- 
eld in your minds the ſorrowful remem- 


brance of that truly great and illuſtrious 


Prelate of the Church, Dr. Challoner, 


whom the Almiglity has been lately 
Pleaſed to remove from thisearthly ſcene: 
In lofing him we have indeed ſuffered a 


1oſs, which claims the Tad tribute of alt 


our f 6G hs and tears; a loſs which can 
3 never 
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never be ſufficiently lamented. Who 
but muſt deplore that melancholy event, 
which has deprived the world of a living 
model of every virtue that could exalt 
the man, or dignify the Chriſtian? A 
ſteady, uniform, fervent piety ; a bene- | 
volence and charity, which the groans 
and tears of the diſtreſſed, of the widow 
and the orphan, | proclaim more elo- 
quently. than any words can attempt; 
all the treaſures of ſcience, decorated 
with all the beautiful ornaments of 
humility, ſweetneſs, and modeſty. But 
we may ſtill be comforted. We, have 
not loſt the bright example of his vir- 
tues; they will not be forgotten; they 
5 will be held up to the admiration of ſuc- 
2 ceeding ages, We have ſtill many pre- 

cious monuments of his wiſdom and 
ſandiity, in writings, glowing, as it were, 
with the flames of divine love, reflected 
images of the ſoul of their author. We 
mall not be deprived of his charitable 
aid. No; the father will not forget his 
children, to whoſe intereſts he devoted a 


long 


„„ 
long life of ſolicitude and toil; he wil! 
look down on his flock from the realms- 
above, and uſe his intereſt at the throne 
of God that we may be permitted to fol- 
lou our ſhepherd into the paſtures of 
never-ending delight and peace. 


IN 
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| SERMON 9 2 


FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 
 EPIPHAN I. 


Oo the Civil Duties of a Cviſtian 
If there be any other commandment, it is 


compriſed i in this word, Thou ſhalt love 
ty neighbour as thyſe J. Love there- 


fore is the fulfilling of the law. Rom. 


xiii. 9 


| Tas wifdom of this world is very apt 
do diſtinguiſh the intereſts of ſociety from 
thoſe of religion; it frequently | incul- 
eates that a rigorous adherence to the 
laws of the Goſpel is not compatible 
vith the maxims of ſound policy ; and 
pretends. that the wheels of government 
wotild be very languid im their motions, 
in the management of them were e entruſt· 


ed 


„„ 
ed to the hands of devotion and piety: 
Many modern Deiſts have advanced, 
that Chriſtianity is incapable of forming 
good citizens; that its injunctions are 
calculated to extinguiſh the ſocial virtues 
and affections; that it damps the courage 
of the brave, repreſſes the efforts of 
genius, contracts the hearts of its vota- 
ries, and, by raifing men's expectations 
to a future world, renders them totally 
indifferent to all the concerns and the 
intereſts of this. They are fond of re- 
prefenting Religion as a cruel fuperſti- 
tion, that holds poor trembling mortals 
in chains at its feet, continually per- 
plexing their minds, and tormenting appar | 
ant with doubts and fears. N 
My brethren, this character of Reli. 
gion is falſe and injurious; it is drawn 
with the darkeſt colouring of ignorance 
or malice. Were Religion accurately 
and juftly delineated: before you, you 
_ would indeed behold” a moſt beautiful 
picture: you would ſee her defcending . 
from heaven, leaning on Divine- Faith, . 
CITE ES and, 
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and, while ſhe leaves behind ber thoſe 
clouds of majeſtic darkneſs which with- 
held from our ſight the ſanftuary of the 
eternal God, ſhedding on the earth a ray, 
of heavenly wiſdom, which diſcovers to 
man every uſeful truth, and exhibits to 
his view all the native beauties of virtue; 
and pointing at the ſame time to the 
bright abodes of immortal bliſs, ſhe 
cheers him up when ſurrounded by 
earthly calamities, and, by the animating 
proſpeR of future, happineſs, powerfully 
moves him to the faithful diſcharge of 
every duty which he owes either to God, 
or to his fellow-creatures. 8 

Such is the genius of the Chriſtian 
Reli gion, as repreſented by St. Paul, in 
the chapter from whence my text is 
taken. In it the Apoſtle, after having 
enjoined the principal duties of a citi- 

zen and a ſubjee, and the chief virtues 
| by which ſociety is held together, and 
made peaceable and happy; after having 
exhortedevery ſoul to be - ſubjet to hagher. 
MMOs: becauſe, there is no. ek. but. 
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from God, and to be ſubject for conſcience 
| ſake; to pay tribute ; to render to all men 

their dues; tribute, to whom tribute is due: 
cuſtom, to whom cuſtom ; fear ta whom 
Fear; honour; to whom honour ;' briefly ' 
comprehends all theſe duties in the great 
precept of charity, the leading principle 
of Chriſtianity.. Owe no man, any thang, - 
ſays he, but to love one-another.——— Lou" 
. fulfilling of. the la. 

In order therefore to vindicate Reli 
gion from the aſperſions:thrown om it by 
its enemies, when they conſider it in a 
ſocial view, and. as to its effects in the 
formation of citizens and ſubjetts, I 
mean this day to dwell a little on theſe - 

ideas of the Apoſtle, and to ſnow you the 
great benefits which. are derived to civil 
ſociety from the precepts- of. Chriſtian - 
morality. In the firſt place, we will | 
- conſider the. influence! of. Chriſtianity in 
promoting the peace off ſtates and em- 
pires, by ſubjecting all its votaries to an 
orderly ſubmiſſiom to the civil e 
Secondly, how evidently it tends ta ik : 
* 5. i ſpire: 


— 
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ſpire men with that love of their ow 


country, in particular, which has ever 
been the peculiar charadteriſtie of 5 | 
and exalted minds 
While 1 unde wake to ſhow you, that 
the Goſpel forms good eitizens, I may 
perhaps be blamed by ſome people, for 
confining my attention to a ſubject, vHich 
to them may appear not altogether ſuited 
either to this place of religious worſſrip, 
or to the ſacred charafter with which 1 
am inveſted. F can only make for an- 
ſwer, that if by my endeavours one indi- 
vidual be made better acquainted with 
his civil duties, more obedient to the 
laws, or more zealous in promoting the 
intereſts of his country, my miniſtry wilt 
not de fruitleſs, nor without i its "value: in - 
dee eee e 
1. In the firſt place; fabmiſfion wht 
obedience to the civil power are enforced 
by the cemmandment of loving God 
above all things, and our neighbour as 
ourſelves, which is the firſt and greateſt 
mandment, and the fundamental 
2 prin- 
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principle of Chriſtian "morality. The 
truth of this aſſertion appears in 

fulleſt evidence, when we conſider, that 
our belief of the exiſtence of a Supreme 
Being, the ſenſe of our dependance on 
him, and of our obligation of obeying 
his laws, is the principal foundation of 
every political union among men. It 
has been demonſtrated, againſt Hobbes, 
Spinoſa, and others, that, in a republic of 
Atheiſts, the civit magiſtrate and the laws - 
could never poſſeſs any real authority; 
becauſe authority, properly ſpeaking, is 
not only a power of compelling men to 
obedience by force and violence, but of 
commanding them in ſuch'a manner, as 
to induce an obligation to obedience, 
without employing any coercive mea- 
fures; an obligation to obedience in ſe- 
| eret, as well as in public: and without any 
view either to temporal puniſhments or 
rewards. It ſuppoſes, therefore, that 
the ſubject be influenced by conſcien- 
tious motives}. by a ſubmiſſion to a 


weber though inviſible power, which 
FP . 


26% J. 


| takes cognizance of nan e 18 
privy to every latent conception of che 
mind, and moves to goodneſs by holding 
out rewards which it is not in the power 
of man to beſtow, and employing me- 
naces which human ability cannot exe- 
cute: whereas, without our belief of the 
exiſtence of the Deity, and a ſenſe of our 
obligation of ſubmitting to his will, there 
could be no eivil authority upon earth; 
right and wrong could then be determin- 
ed only by force ; he that could violate 
the laws with impunity, could do it alſo 
without injuſtice—conſequences 'which 
muſt ſoon render this habitable. globe a. 
ſhocking ſcene of anarchy, riot, raPING, 
and bloodſhed. da. 9 
Happily arid for bind. the 
en of divine Revelation have fur- 
niſhed the ſtrongeſt motives for our ſub- 
miſſion and allegiance to civil authority 
by declaring that ſuch obedience is an act 
1 af homage to our adorable Creator. By 
me kings reign, ſaith che ſpirit of God by 
he ene ot; the Wiſe Man; by me lings 
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reign; and lau- givers decree juſt * 
By me princes rule, and the mighty decree 
Juſtice. (Prov. viii.) Let every foul, ſays 


St. Paul, be: ſubject 40 higher powers; | for: : 


there 1 is no power but from God; and thoſe 


that are, are ordained of God. Therefore, 


he that refifteth the power, reſiſteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that reſiſt, pur- 
chaſe to themſelves damnation. (Rom. 
Xi.) And St. Peter, in his firſt epiſtle. 
Be he  fubjef to every human creature, 
(Mice conſtitution) for: God's. fake ;; w we- 
ther it be to the King, as excelling, or tos 
governors, as ſent ly him, for the puniſh= 


ment / evil Aue, and Ver the praife o the 


1 Rig Maat 1 1 LE 
Fo. this eee and. hein ſpirit; 


p fo beneficial to human kind, the Apoſtles 


| and firft Difeiples were formed by. their 
divine maſter, Chriſt Jeſus.. He, ever 


faithful, ever affectionately attached to 


his ungrateful country, recommended to- 


all his followers the ſame generous diſ— | 


poſitions. He willed them to pay tri- 
— to the ing Emperor, whole: 
' 
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das was ſtamped on the public coin; 
toreſpeft the laws; to oppoſe only ſweet- 
neſs and: meekneſs to all the violence of 
_ the moſt- cruel tyrants. Obſerve too, my 
brethren, that no difference of religious 
perſuaſions can ever invalidate this obli- 
gation to civil allegiance and ſubjection: 
the prince to whom our divine Lord 
would have tribute paid, was an idolator; 
Nero, to whom St. Peter and St. Paul 

enjoined ſubmiſſion, was an impious and 
ecruehtyrant. In the midſt of the moſt 
excruciating tortures, the firſt Chriſtians 
ceaſed not to pray for thoſe Emperors, 
by whom they were ſo cruelly treated. 
Ves, ſaid their eloquent Apologiſt, take 

% away from Chriſtians that life which is 
«. employed in ſupplications for he 
% ſafety of the Emperor.“ And in 
another place, A Chriſtian; ſays he, is 
0 man's enemy, much leſs the enemy 8 
« of che Emperor. Himr be knows to. 
* have been appointed by the Deity; and | 
therefore muſt love, reverence, and 
* * honour him, and wiſh for his prof. 
2 6c * perity, 
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C. - perity; with that of the whole Roman 
„Empire, as long as time ſhall continue 
to run. We venerate the Emperor, 
«az next in dignity to the Supreme 
_ « Being.” (Tert. I. ad Scap: c. 1.) 
In this manner did the Apoſtles and 
their difciples ever confider the tem- 
poral and eccleftaftical powers, as entire- 
ly diftinR, and mutually independent of 
each other; inſomuch that no difference 
in religion; no-perſecution raifed againſt 
thoſe who diffented from the eſtabliſhed 
religion of the State could ever autho- 
riſe ſedition. To the violence of their 
enemies they oppoſed reaſons, not force: 
they ſought redreſs from their Sovereign, 
by the mild and legal method of petitions 
_ and ſupplications; they defended what 
they believed to be truth; but their lan- 
guage was ſo reſpeAful; fo remote from 
any thing:bordering on ſedition, that we 
cannot read it without conceiving the 
| higheſt admiration of their patience and 
wee 5 
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The theocratical government is no 
longer blended with the civil and politi- 
cal, as it was in the Moſaic diſpenſation. 
The kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt is not of 
this world: he leaves to the princes of 
the earth, whether they be his, diſciples 
and ſervants or not, their temporal do- 
minion with all its rights. He does more: 
he conſecrates, without any regard. to 
their, reli gion, both their perſon and their 
authority: he commands his diſciples 
ever to cheriſh the moſt inviolable reſ- 
pet both. for the one and the other: he 
keeps no troops in his- pay for the ſub- 
duing of inkidel nations with fire and 
ſword; he will have no ſubjeas but ſuch 
as voluntarily yield to his dominion; and 
menaces thoſe who, knowingly and deli- 
berately rebel againſt him, with puniſh- 
ments, which are either reſerved for a 
future life, or confined in this life to ef- | 
fets which are purely ſpiritual. . 

Would to God, my brethren, that 


: Chriſtians, in each ſucceeding.age, had 


er een from theſe equitable 
prin- 
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principles! But, alas! it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that very often ambition has co- 
vered itſelf with the broad mantle of Re- 
ligion, and, under pretext of defending 
the intereſts of heaven, has violated all 


the natural rights of men, has blown up | 
* the flames of rebellion, and plunged the 


poignard into the heart of a brother, a 


fellow-citizen, and a ſovereign, But 


the religion of Jeſus was never theparent 
of theſe enormities ; Religion inſpires 
us with deteſtation for them, and, weeps 
over the calamities which miſguided 
zeal, blind fanaticiſm, o or diſguiſed luſt 
for power, has brought upon the world. 
In the midſt of all theſe diſorders, Reli- 
gion raiſed her friendly voice, and ſaid 


to the deluded multitude, Whither are 
you. hurrying with blind fury and mad 


neſs? Vou are not to follow the ſtandard 
of rebellion, to be ſeduced by the cabals 
of the ambitious, or the artifices of the 


hypocrite. . You. are the diſciples of 8 
Maſter who loved his own nation, who ſhed 


tears: over its rob gave the brighteſt 
1111 ö exam- 
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examples of fidelity to Princes, As 
feared not to irritate the malice of the 
Phariſees, by defending the rights of 
Cxfir: Render, faid he, to Cæſar the 
things that are Cæſar's. (Mat. xxii.) 
He commands. yen to love your coun- 
try, to honour its fovereign. I faith he, 
have put a ſceptre into his hands, and 
inveſted him with majeſty: he 1s hex 
_ and I am bis avenger. 
While 1 thus endeavour to confirm 

you in your allegiance to the reigning. 
_ power, it is not my intention to enter 
into the province of Civilians, by deter- 
minivg the immediate origin of that right 
of governing with which the Supreme 
Magiſtrate is inveſted; nor thould any. 
thng 1 have advanced concerning the 
_ obedience due to Princes; as holding the 
place of God, be conſtrued into a ſup- 
port of that opinion, which gives to 
Kings a divine indefeifible right. 
examine not in this place, nor do ] in- 
deed know whether they can have any 
" which is not — derived. 


from 


E 


from che ſuffrages or acquieſcence of a 
free people. Independently of every par- 


ticular ſyſtem, the obedience to which I 


exhort you is of ſtrict obligation: for, cer- 
tain it is, that ſince the natural condition 


and exigencies of men lead them to a 


ſocial and politicab union, and this union 
cannot be maintained without due ſubor- 


dination, ſuch ſubordination muſt be the 


appointment and decree. of that Being 
who is the author of nature, and of na- 


ture's laws: Therefore he that refifieth 
the power, refeſteth the ordinance of Cod. 


Guided by | theſe principles, my 


brethren, if beretofore, at a time when 
when men's minds were impoſed upon 


by an erroneous conception of an here- 


ditary, indefeifible right; when a line of 


diſcrimination between civil and teln. 


_ gious duties was, in the heat of conteſt, 
and in the tumult of the paſſions, leſs, 
accurately drawn; if then an anhappy 


gaged ſomeof your forefathers in a cauſe 
: ruinous to 3 and pregnant with 


- many 


attachment to a proſcribed family en- 
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many evils to their bokertty: now, that 

the avowed conſent of all that are great 
and wiſe in this nation, and the acquief- 
cence of the whole community, have 
made it evident to whom the right of go- 


verning belongs; now, that we have 


confirmed our proſeſſions of allegiance 
to the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, by 
the moſt ſolemn appeals to heaven, ab- 


juring every obedience to any foreign 


power, either civit or eecleſiaſtical, as far 
as it may interfere with the temporal go- 


vernment of theſe realms; continue to 


ſit down content and happy under the 
mild and equitable government of the 
beſt of Princes. Let your loyalty be 


conſpicuous among your fellow- citizens: 


let noreſtraints which the Legiſlature has 


_ judged it expedient to lay upon you, on 


account of your diſſenting from the eſta- 


bliſhed religion of this country, in any 


degree abate your ardour and zeal for 


its peace and proſperity : be ever ready 


to exert yourſelves, if called upon, in 


| defending, with your blood, that wiſe and 


equitable 
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equitable conſtitution, which your an- 
ceſtors, men of the ſame religion with 
yourſelves, lirſt founded, maintained 
with their ſwords, and have. delivered 
to their e as their moſt Meeder 
inheritance. 
II. The maxims of che Goſpel not 
only give ſtability to civil governments, 
and ſecure the tranquility of monarchies 


and republics, by enforcing the ſubmiſ- 
ſion of the ſubject with the moſt power 


ful of all motives, the ſolemn obligation 
of conſcience ; but alſo, by nouriſhing 


in men's hearts a love for their country, \ 
that charitas palrii ſoli, which has èver 


been an incentive to great and heroic 
| actions. Its injunctions on that head are 


f 


clear and poſitive, and their influences 


moſt beneficial. By the laws of the 
Goſpel, all men are to be conſidered as 
friends and brothers. All are children 
of God; all are redeemed by the blood 
of Jeſus; ; all have one common origin, 
and tend to the ſame laſt end; therefore 
all muſt be united Logos by the cloſeſt 

; 3 
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bands of fraternal love. This dear re- 
a lation i in which we ſtand to each other, 
forms the moſt indiſſoluble of all unions. 
All men muſt be loved in and for Jeſus: 
Owe no man any thing, but to love one 
another. The difference of education, 
habits, or religious opinions, muſt never 
looſen this natural tie, or check this in- 
nate impulſe of humanity. As men, we 
muſt be intereſted in all that concerns 
mankind. The prieſt, who, beholding 
the wounded traveller, paſſed cruelly 
by, and give him no relief, is condemned 
by the Saviour of the world: the good 
Samaritan, who, though ſeparated from 
the ſociety of God's people, was touched 
with commiſeration at the fight of diſtreſs 
in a fellow-creature, and haſtened to his 
aid, merited the higheſt praiſes from our 
divine Redeemer. Mutual love is to be the 
dinſtinguiſhing character of all the chil- 
dren of our eternal F ather f in heaven. 
But, as it is not in our power to do good 
alike to all men, our benevolence muſt 
conſequently be firſt expanded to thoſe 
. 18 \ with 
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with whom our ſituation and circum- 
ſtances have particularly united us in 
one ſociety: and this principle deter- 
mines the duties vt a Chriſtian's in caval 
lu. 3 
Hence the 58 in which men we 
together, becomes a new and ſtrong band 
of union between them. They conſider 
it as their common mother ; they cling 
more cloſely to each other ; their hearts 
_ glow with more warmth of affection for 
their own countrymen; they are more 
zealous to promote their intereſts, from 
the refleQtion that the ſame earth which 
nouriſhes them with its fruits during life, 
will receive them into its boſom, when 
the departed ſpirit ſhall have made its 
way to the regions of eternity. The 
_ patriarch . Joſeph was conſoled by the 
- expeRtation that his bones would be in- 
tombed in the land of his fellow-citizens. 
After my death, faith he to his brethren, 
when he was juſt expiring, after my death 
Cod will vifit yon, and will cauſe you to go 
7 e land to the land ich he fore 


0 
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20 Abraham; gut and Jacob... Tate 


with you my bones from this place. (Gen. 1.) 


"Theſe patriotic ſentiments have ever 


animated the heroes among God's choſen 
| people. Wo is me ! ſaid the venerable 


Matathias, wherefore was J born to ſee the 


ruin of my people and the ruin of the holy 


city, and to dwell there when it is given 
into the hands of the enemies ?...The veſſels 
of her glory are carried away captive: her 
old men are murdered in the ſtreets, and 
her young men are fallen by the fword of 


le enemies... To what end then ſhould we 
ve any longer ? (1 Mac. ii.) Gird your- 
ſelves, ſaid Judas Machabeus, and be 


valiant men..... For it is bettter ſor us to 
die in battle, than to fee . _ vs our 


H nation. (Ibid. ch. iii.) 


The Jewiſh people, ohio could taſte 


no comfort on the fertile banks of the 
| rivers of Babylon, were far from adopt- 


ing the maxims of that frigid philoſophy, 
which aims at extinguiſhing the natural 


affections, which makes men kalk of 
* citizens of the. world at large, 


= ST, acknowledge 


. * | 

acknowledge no attachment to any coun» 
try in particular, and boaſt of univerſal 
benevolence, 'while they. make that boaſt 
à pretext for diſpenſing with themſelves 


from doing any gaod,. where alone they 


can do it, that is, among thoſe who are 
within the, eircle in which, they move. 
No; their hearts were ſuſceptihle of no 
joy while, they were kept at a diſtance 


from Jeruſalem. They hung their harps 5 


upon the willows, and fat penſive and 


weeping. 7. 1 forget. thee, O Ferufalem, 
let my right hand be forgotten. (Pf. cxxx.) 


Thou, I. Lord, halt, ariſe,. and have Mercy 


on Sion; Vor 1 18 lime to have WRENCY « on it, 


for. the lime is come, For the ſtones thereof 


have Pleaſed thy ſervants ; and they Jha alt 
| have pity on the earth thereof... (Ibib. ci.) 
Its very ruins haye more charms for 
them chan the ſuperb edifices of 7 a frange 
country: their native land, in its moft 
deſolated ſtate, is yet the deareſt Sbjct 
of their tenderneſs and love... Ke 
acluste your. breaſts. The Almighty 
Mop „ 1 F ban 


Let theſe generous ſentiments ever - 
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| hath done great things for you: he hath 
placed you in a land which his provi- 
dence hath made to abound with all that 
is neceſſary, uſeful, and ornamental to 
human life, and under a government in 
which the legiſlative - power is viſely 
committed to the hands of perſons ſo 
happily diſtinguiſhed, that there is no 
part of the people which has not a com- 
mon intereſt with, at lealt; one part of 
the legiſlature; and conſequently the 
© boundleſs licentiouſneſs of deſpotic ty- 
ranny can never rage. Ah! how much 
would your attachment to your country 
be naturally increaſed ! how much more 
ſpontaneouſly -would theſe patriotic 
feelings ariſe in our breaſts, were we 
; but admitted to an equal participation of 
the rights of « our fellow . citizens, or at 
leaſt, placed. on an equality with others 
who diſſent from the eſtabliſhed religion! 
| Bur, be not diſheartened, my brethren ; ; 
A gleam of. hope appears. 'The day, 1 
truſt, is not far diſtant, when the dark 


cloud: of prejudice will no Er- over- 
A . „ | ſhadow | 
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ſhadow this land; when civil and gel- 
gious liberty will walk hand in hand 


together; when the light of truth and 
reaſon will ſhow, that to perſecute men 


for conſcience ſake, is both impolitic 


and inhuman. Already that light has 
diffuſed itſelf over the minds of the 
more diſcerning part of our fellow- citi- 


zens. Doubt not, but ſure, though 


make its way among thoſe who, at pre- 
ſent, ſeem the leaſt ſuſceptible of it. 
Still, be the event what it may, let 


your love of God and of your neighbour 


give. that vigor to your patriotiſm, which 
you do not derive from any tempo- 


ral encouragements; make yourſelves 


uſeful members of ſociety: do good to 


all around you. Tou are diſciples of 
Jeſus, the Prince of peace, his doctrines 


breathe no other ſpirit but that of ſweet- 


neſs, peace, and charity. He wills you 


to love all men without diſtinction, AS 


your brothers, even your moſt declared 
nn. and to return them good 
5 . N 2 | 


gradual in its ꝓrogreſs, it will at length 
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| „ 
evil. Friends and Enemies, Infidels 
and Chriſtians, Catholics and Proteſtants, 
all are your brothers. We muft cherifn 
their perſons and-ſeek their good, While 
we guard againſt any temptation to cloſe 
in with, what we believe to be; the errors 
ol their religious creed. It would be a 
diabolical 1llufgon to imagine, that the 
intereſts of your religion can ever be @ 
juſt ground ſor perſecuting or doing evil 
40.6P7:ONG,: or n any degree. 
_ I ſhall be told, that thele pacific, and 
benevolent dofrines have not always 
been followed in the Chriſtian world, 
and by many perſons in that communion 
of which I profeſs myſelf a member. 1 
acknowledge it, my brethren, and la- 
ment it exccedingly. Rut, vithout 
Ropping here to emer into a diſcuſſion 
af all the particular circumſtances of 
thoſe religious perſecutions and wars, 
which our adverſaries ſo much exagge- 


fate and paint in ſuch. bidebus colours; ; 


it is ſufficient to anſwer, that the. rule 
f our conduſt is not to be drawn from 


any 


5 1 

any particular facts, or from the pro- 
ceedings of any individuals, however 
exalted in church or ſtate; but from the 
maxims of the Goſpel, and the genuine 
uncorrupted doctrines of the Catholic 
Church, who never, in any of her au- 
thentic deciſions, has been known to 
depart from the meek and gentle ſpirit 
of her divine Founder. It is uncandid, 
it is illiberal in the extreme, to attribute 
to any religion thoſe exceſſes Which it 
loudly condemns; or of which the paſ- 
fions of men have made it the innocent 
occaſion. Were I diſpoſed to imitate 
s conduct fo ungenerous, I might find 
much to retort againſt; our Proteſtant 
brethren; but it is much more becoming 
to draw à veil: over thoſe enormities 
which we; ſhould both lament, than to 
defcribe them, and declaim and rail 
about them TY ns _ - 
diſediſication. 

For your parts, ee tay afde = 
all animoſity and contention; be an 
example of moderation to all around 
8 * 8 you; 


3 % 
you; and ſince the legiſlature has beſtowed 
on you a partial alleviation from the 
hardſhips under which you have long 
laboured, prove yourſelves deſerving of 
further indulgence, by your pacific diſ- 
poſition, by your gratitude, - by your 
attachment to the conſtitution, and your 
fidelity and loyalty to your Sovereign. 
As to future expeRations, if they be 
| fruſtrated, ſtill conſole yourſelves by 
the reflection, that for thoſe rewards 
which man may refuſe to beſtow, you 
will be abundantly e TROY _—_ the | 
— Judge of merit. 
From this ſhort view of the nian 


5 of the Chriſtian retigion on civil fociety, 


you will learn to deſpiſe the declamations 
of thoſe who pretend that piety is any 
obſtacle to the happineſs and proſperity 
ol kingdoms; or, that it diſqualifies men 
for the diſcharge « of focial duties; ſpends 
itſelf in minute practices, and is conti- 
ndally lifting up to heaven thoſe hands 
which ſhould be employed in relieving 
the unfortunate. Theſe weakneſſes are 

| + 2 6.3” , "$M 4 | 7 not 
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1 
not the work of religion, but the abufe 
of it. It is true, religion does teach us 
to turn our eyes continually towards 
the joys and glories of heaven; but it 
teaches at the ſame time, that thoſe joys 
and glories are to be the recompenſe of 
our charitable deeds upon earth. Et 
commands us to love whatever we love, 
in and for Jeſus, But do we love men 
leſs tenderly, becauſe we love them in 
God? When ve conſider ſuffering hu- 
manity as bearing the image of Chriſt 
Jeſus, is not our commiſeration more 
ſtrongly excited on that very account ? 
Ves, my brethren; only the benevolent 
hand, which wipes away the tear from 
the eye of miſery, can open for us the 
gates of the heavenly paradiſe. Wo to 
that man, who, when he retires from the 
tumults of the world, becomes inſenſible © 
to the. diſtreſs of his fellow- creatures, 
becauſe he takes no part in their falſe 
Joys! He, ſaith St. John, that nas the 
Jubſtance of this world, and ſhall fee his 
ens. in need, and ane up his 


- bowels 


7 7 
bowels from him; how doth the charity God 
ebide-in him? (4 J. iii.) Neither is it ſuffi. 
cient to deplore themisfortunesof others; 
we muſt give them ſuccour. It is not 
enough to rejoice at the ſucceſs with 
which merit is crowned; we are bound 
to ſeek it out, bring it forward, and give 
it our ſupport.” It-is not enough to ab- 
ſtain from doing any injury to our 
. neighbour; ve muſt do him every good. 
While thus I delineate before yow the 
portrait of active piety, I mean not to 
diminiſh your eſteem for. the various 
exerciſes of devotion, which may appear 
- efs immediately connected with the ge- 
neral good: ſuch as retirement, prayer, 
faſting, meditation; frequenting the ſa- 
- eraments, &c. Heaven forbid you 
| ſhould ever neglet to diſcharge: theſe 
duties, which the Jaw of Jeſus enjoins, 
and to which Charity gives a value and 

a dignity! Lament your offences at the 
res of the Miniſter of God, and ne} 
againſt them in your future condu 
deen W the n. of love, 


a con- 
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a continual renewal of your fervour; 
let faſting be joined to your works of 
mercy, that your ſoul, which is ever ex- 
poſed to temptatioas, may be ſtrengthen- | 
ed by divine grace, and purified from its 
ſtains. Such ene are hoon -Ciou: wr im 
the fight of God. | ol 
Nor are they hn whit attnidies | 
to the bumble ſupplications of God's 
ſervants the fuceeſs of enterprites, and 
 tales—for- they (the children of 1 
gut ant poſſeſſion of the land by, tleir own 
 ſaord:; neithen did bein omn arm 2 
them... But: thy rig hir hand, and: thy arm, 
and thei Bight. of - thy countenance: breuiſe 
thaw was Hleafed with them (PL xliii.) 
Lat. then the chaſte virgins and holy 
bolitaries, of whom the world is net wor- 
my, raiſe up their hands, without ceaſing, 
8 actheothipans of nnn. «: Let them re- 
ſtore to ſociety, by the: fervour ok thein 
ptayera, at Portion f light. and. : 
rengtb;. of which. their: fondneſs for ſo- 
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| Hg: feems to deprive i it They watcfi 
- over the ſafety of nations, when they riſe, 
before the morning's: dawn, to appeaſe 
the wrath; and conciliate the favour of 
that Alinighty. Lord who formeth the 
combatant for the field; who: ſendeth 
forth terror, devaſtation and death, to 
deſtroy the enemies of his people. Ex- 
eepÞthe Eord heep the city, he watcheth in 
vain that keefieth it. (Pf. exxvi. 
Mere are drverſaties off operations, but 
the ſame God who worketh all in all; (v 
Cor. X11.) and the fituation, in which 
every circumſtance being duly weighed, 
is the ſituation to which Providence hath 
called us; but none can be juſtified in 
forming a plan of conduct, which has no 
tendeney to the general good. You; | 
my brethren, whom Providence hath 
placed in the various departments of 
active life, you are not to imagine, that 
bein totally indifferent about temporal 
1 and aſpiring — after thoſe 
en are eternal, ou are to ſuffer your 
1 „„ bands 


— 
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Judi to hang indolent and motionleſs, 
and your hearts to be actuated by no de- 
ſires for the good and proſperity of your 
ſellow- citizens. Jeſus Chriſt, Who con- 
demns thoſe treaſures which injuſtice 
heaps up, condemns alſo. that indigence 
which is the fruit of ſloth;.. The Goſpel- - . 
applauds the. induſtrious labourer, who 
makes the talent which he has received, 
fructify in his Hands. The weight of 
God's indignation falls on the wretch, 
whoſe ſluggiſni. indolence makes his ta- 
lent uſeleſs to himfelf and others. The 
ſolicitude of a Chriſtian about the things 
of this world, is calm, tranquil, and re- 
| fined; but his confidence ins Divine 
Providence i is accompanied vith all the 
efforts of induſtry: he prays, as if he ex- 
pedded all from the hand of God; but he 
labours as if he confided only in his own + 
endeavours: he deſpiſes thoſe. riches. - 
which are made the fuel of inordinate 
paſſions; but eſteems that affluence, 
which charity employs to gladden the 
hearts of the wretched. Let then, my 


— 


E #36 ] - 
beloved friends; let your ative and ſpi- 
rited exertions, your honeſt induſtry, 
contribute to public happineſs: then, the 
-laws of the Goſpel acting in eoncert with 
the dictates of human prudence, the em- 

pires of the earth will be an image of 
God's eternal kingdom; and preſent 


happineſs will at ME" #0 ide to _ 
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All whetforver” ye do in word or in work; 
all things do ye inthe name of the Lord 
© Fefus Chriſt, giving thanks to God and 
"the Paget PR n derer iii. KN 32.91 
VV HEN weapon enjothos to do 
all things, Whatſover we do in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, without doubt he ſup- | 
_ poſes that we totally abſtain from every 
evil work. Indeed, to perform i in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt any action which 


we know is of its own nature criminal, 


would de an abfurdity beyond expref- 
fion or conception, and a blaſphemy 
added to the i n which is perpe- 
Tn 2 trated, 


L098 Y 
trated. A known and deliberate viola- 
tion of the law of God is an aQtion ſo 
efſentially evil; that no motive can ex- 
cuſe it; no intention, not even that of 
ſaving the whole creation from certain 
| deſtruction, Can ever convert it into a 
virtue. 
The actions, therefore, of wich St. 
Paul peaks, are, firſt, ſuch as are of their 
own nature indifferent, ſuch as may be 
good or evil, virtuous or vicious, in pro-· 
portion as the end to which they are di- 
rected is innocent or criminal: and, 
ſecondly, ſuch actions as are oß their 
oon nature pleaſing in the fight of God; 
becauſe theſe may be ſo perverted, by 
the end to which they. are Os abi to 
Es be changed into VICES..... EAT 
Ves, my brethren, the beſt of all hu- 
5 man aRions, the moſt, ſhining. virtues, 
| which attraRt the. admiration of mankind, 
if the intention. which gives birth to them 
be not pure and holy,are all ſo many fa- 
crifices offered. up at the ſhrine of inor- 
1 dinate gell. love and ſelf- gratification. — 
| The 


The heart is what the Deity-principatly 
regards; the heart is the main ſpring of 
our lives and xQions'; the heart is the 
___ whence all that is good or evil 
ſhoots. up: therefore, if the affeRions of 
— be not Proper ly regulated, if. 
they tend not towards their ſovereign- 
good, the fruits that grow there, how 
ever fair, ſpecious, and beautiful their: 
outward bloom, muſt vithin be rotten- 
neſs and corruption: The light of thy. 
body is thine eye, ſays our Divine Maſter, 


(Matt. vi.) / thine eye be fingle; that is, 


il · it be ultimately fixed on that one Su- 

preme- Being, Whois eſſentially wiſdom, 1 
beauty, power, majeſty, and infinite per- 
the whole body of thy actions will. be 
fuch- as becomes thoſe who are children. 
of light. i Bus thine eye be evil, thy whole. 
body ſhall be darkfome;, thy works will be 
works of darkneſs, deſtitute of every 
commendable qualification, and VO: 
nen ame W. VV 
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This purity of intention confiſts/of 
ou,ĩ fecking inte firſt Pie, the kingdom: 
of God and his: juſtice, | To' preſerve a 
pure intentien is to think, to ſpeak; and 
: to 2665 on.al-occafions, 'with: a/view:'to. | 
Honour and glory pf God; to begin, 
— rand: to terminate every 
aktien, in 1 _ wings to 
kis adorable üer 5 
We may with da Ty Sealing | 
the moral precepts uf the Chxiſtian 
ehgjon, that, although they axe elevated 
8 above the reach of human Treaſon, if 
riliſted by Revelation; yet, when re- 
cated, they are found to be perfectly 
conſonant to reaſon and admirably 
ackapted to the” e cocker of man in bis 
mortal ſtate. 1 hope to make this par- 
elan ekir s you; wich regard to. the 
precept of doing all our works with a 
7, pure intentions for w ich purpoſe, I in- 
Vite you this day to :confider with me, 
in the firſt place, om whit principles the 
. obligation of complying with it is 


grounded; and we ſhall diſcover it to be 
a debt 


a debt of juſtice, which we owe to o,᷑ẽ 
Creator. In tke ſecond place, I mean to 
point out to you the advantages by which 
the obſervance of it muſt. ever bet at- 
tended. ee gt] - 
1 The ſtrict obtignicn de 
us, of performing every action with a 


of God, and in conformity with: his 
bleſſed will, is founded on the abſolute 
and ſupreme dominion whieh the Creator: 
muſt poſſeſs over all his creatures. We 
belong entirely to God, by every title; | 
by our creation, our preſervation, our 
_ redemption: he, in the beginning, drew. 
us out of nothing; from him we received 
this conſcious life, this being, and allthat 
appertains to our exiſtenee. The im- 
mortal ſpirit which animates theſe bo- 
dies of ours, deſcended from him; he 
beſtowed upon. us this reaſon, this judge 
ment, this power of thinking and re- 
flecting. The will, that noble faculty of 
the ſoul which calls all our other ſacul- 
ties into action; the heart and its affec- 
tions, 


\ 


tions, formed to love whatever is beau- 
tiful and amiable, is the production of 
his unſpeakable goodneſs. The body, 
with all its ſenſes, was faſhioned by his 
hand. He expanded the heavens over _ 
-our heads; created the ſun to be to us a 


ſource of light and heat: he raiſes up 


the fruits of the earth for our nouriſh- 
ment. Every comfort we have ever 
2aſted, all that we now enjoy in this 
world, or expe to enjoy in his heavenly 
dwelling, are bleſſings flowing from the 
inexhauſtible Fountain of all good: each 
moment of our exiſtence, his arm omni- 
potent ſupports us, that we fall not again 
into our ancient nothing: and, when 
'loft' to every grateful recollection, and 
abuſing all his bleſſings, we had dared to 
ſin againſt him, deſerted his friend{kip, 
and forfeited every title to his protec- 
tion; when we were enſlaved under the 
tyranny of Death and Hell; he beheld 
our wretchedneſs with an eye of tender 


. and en us again 
1 for 
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for his own,.with no leſsa a Price than the 
blood of his beloved ſon. hacks 

Since therefore Cod is the firſt 2 ng 
ning of all created beings,. he muſt be 
their laſt end: all muſt tend. to him to 
whom all belongs. | Conſequently, to 
make uſe of our ſenſes and faculties for 
any purpoſe, beſide. the promoting of 


his honour ; to ſeek merely the gratifi= 


cation of our own inclinations and paſ- 
ſions; to act with a view to any object, 


however near and dear it may be to us, 


which is not pointed out by the decrees 
of his adorable will, is an injuſtice, a ſa- 
crilegious robhery: it is to endeavour 
to diſpoſſeſs the Almighty of his domi- 
nion over the creation, to uſurp his 
throne, and: ſet-up in his place the object 
in which our affections are centered. In 


ſpeaking thus, I do not exaggerate; it 


is what all men virtually do, when the 
intention of their abtions is not made 


ſubſervient to the will of the _ of 


erer viſible deal. if ilk 
nr wide dnhroqtibai Lwould, 
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© Poa nor 180 underlodd ro aſſert, 

that as often as We akk, we are indifpen⸗ 

Fably” obliged to think of God, and e*— 

Co phicitly ' refer to him every Vork. In 

_ our preſent imperfect ſtate, that is mo- 

5 rally imp6flible. ) We have not an en- 

fire con over our own imagina- 

| tions; ; they Ulk Gn der from one object 

1 to another, and reaſon has not power 
fufficietit to control hem. The time 


— to back —— 110 will, } but 
for him: te Wrget adh min tze in him; or 
rather to fee alli in lle clear light. 
of” bis infinite wifdom: but, till that - 
bright day arrive & variety of diſtrac- 
tions will croud upon — in op- 
Poſition to all Our ende „ and: ſteal 
auh our attention, ts time to time, 
to the Objects which 3 e our 
fenſes from every fide. A125 f 71 | 
Still, [novyithſtineing ele d 
able diſtractions and wanderings of the 


mind, ve are * onen, in 
the 


ts 3 


the difpabtion of our hearts, to refer all 
our ations to God: and therefore we 
are grialy. bound to make uſe af the 
means necellary for conſtantly, preſerv- 
ing this diſpoſition. of heart. Now. the 
means Which arc evidendy beſt caloula- 
ted for this end, are to make frequent 
offerings of ourſelves and of our actions 
io his divine majeſty, particularly at che 
beginning and end of each, day, and 
when ye enter upon any new undertake - 
ing;z frequently, to caſt ourſelves, at his 
| feet, ackngwledging our dependaneę on 
him, and, conſeſſing his abſolute; domi- 
nion over us and all things; and to beg 
of him, chat he will v ouchſafe ſo effec- 
tually to reign over us by his Face, as ta 
be himſelf the grand object of alla our 
aims and Hows: Above all, Ve never 
can be allowed deliberately 49 propoſe to 
ourſelves any other ohiett; never to at 
in ſuch- manner, as to make Jenſuality, 
vanity, pleaſures, poſſeſſions, honours, 
or any eanchiy emolumem or œnjenment. 
e or the ullimate active, 8 
of 


of our aRtions:' for it“ is ever true and 
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wi Il be eternally true, that, as to God all 


5 things belong, to him alone ſhall be ho- 


nour, glory, power, and dominion, for 
ever and ever. 10 Mido 

To apply, therefore, this dofrine to 
the ordinary actions, which fill up the 
meaſure of each day of our exiſtence on 
earth; when we ariſe in the morning, 
after taking that reſt which is neceſſarx 
for repairing the vigour of the body, af- 


ter that fleep which, being the ſuſpenſion 


of all 'our corporeal faculties, is the na- 
tural i image of death; we ought to conſi- 


der ourſelves as Juſt entering i into life, as 
beginning a portion of time which is all 
to be employed in doing the will of our 
Creator: conſequently, we muſt turn 
our firſt thoughts and affections towards 
| him Ws! watched over” us during our 


ber, with more than parental care; 


— Gurtdned: His hofls of angels round 


our bed; and in the arms of whoſe pro- 


vidence we have taken our repoſe. We 
egg leyultoubperticutarteſgus'end + in- 


tentions 
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tentions at his feet, and make him an 


offering of all that we are to perform 
that day, begging it may be directed 


ſolely and purely to him. We muſt then 
go to our work or employment, enter 


upon our buſineſs, ' whatever it be; be- 
cauſe he, by placing us in our preſent 


circumſtances in the department which: 


_ ve hold in ſociety, has marked out the 
duties of it, as the proper exerciſe of the 
powers and faculties with which he has 
endowed us. We muſt take our meals 
for the neceſſary refreſhment of nature, 
and for the preſeryation of our being, 
which we are commanded to preſerve, 
till it pleaſe the ſovereign Lord of Life 


— 


and Death to put a final WY: to our. ; 


exrthly-exiſtence. (Fe? 


The fame purity of intention ſhould | 5 


regulate our lleep, our recreations, our 


converſations, our viſits, our dreſs, and 


every action, however in itſelf trifling 


and inconſiderable. That eternal Being, 


without whoſe all-ruling providence not 


A hair of our heads can fall to the ground, 


ſees 


— 
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| Lees 4 and . 1 
Tion, ang, in every action, claims us for 


his on. If we; converſe. together, it 


Thould always he with a view to keep up 


that mutual intencourſe which God wills 


us to maintain with each other; ſince he 
formed us ſor ſociety, and deſires we 


ſhould ; bi cloſely: united in brotherly 
love. Exen the are we take to pre- 
ſerve the oleanlineſs of the body, and the 
decent appearance of the exterior, and 
to attend to the eſtabliſhed forms of ci- 


_ wility and/paliteneſs,: Jhould be influen- 
. :ced by the ſame principle. We 1 ſhould 


mind theſe things, in order to remove c 
every ching offenſiye and difagreeable 


Wem before the eyes of our. fellow-crea- | 


tures, whom God commands us to che- 


riſhg to love, and reſpect, and vhoſe 


very weaknefſes we ar * deer, and 
ee 100. 21111 
But. anhappily, 11 is 400 . . iP a 


"7 {oval degree of attention tb what paſſes 


inthe world-will be more than ſufficient 


. prin- 


55 


| principles men general 57 act: no; ; they: 


go out in the morning to attend to the 
concerns, or taſte the comforts of life; - - 
often without even a paſſing reflection on 


the Author of all their good: they take 


their meal, not merely for the ſupport of 
nature, not as a remedy for corporeal 
weakneſs, but for the gratification of a2 
fenſual appetite. If this be not their 
leading object, whence that delicacy in 
the choice of their food, and exceſs in 
the uſe of it, from which nature is averſe, 
and which defeat the very purpoſes, of 
nouriſhment, by impairing} that health 


which our food was deſigned to preſerve? 


: Their converſation- with each other is 
not an intercourſe of charity and mutual 
benevolence, but is made a vehicle of 


fcandal and detraction; or, at beſt, is 
kept up only to kill that time which lies 


heavy on their hands. Men labour and 


toil from morning till night in the oceu- 
pations of their ſtate of life; but, do they 


labour to do the will of. God, or merely 


to eee their own deſires, in the acqui- 
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Ntion of the comforts and conveniencies 
- of life? If they labour for God; whence 
comes it that for ſo many hours and days, 
nay, in the whole courſe of their employ- 
ments, he is hardly ever thought of? 
Can they labour to pleaſe him, and yet 
give him no place in their remembrance? 
Again, if they ſeek to do the will of God, 
how comes it that the nouriſhing of the 
Toul, by the meditation of heavenly 
truths, by prayer, by frequent participa- 
tion of the ſacraments, the channels of 
divine grace—how comes it, that the 
- decorating of the mind with the beauti- 
ful ornaments of virtue, exerciſes which | 
they know to be moſt pleaſing. in the 
fight of God, are ever poſtponed, when 
they ſtand in competition with any world- 
5 ly occupation which promiſes a ſordid 
„ "nin; 6: trifling earthly emolument? If it 
be for God that they labour, why then 
are the ſuperfluous fruits of their labour, 
1 their induſtry or commerce, made the 
„ Jeb: of ſenſuality or vanity, inſtead of 
bees diſtributed for the conſolation and 
1 | 380 1 


ſapport of ein diſtreſſed ſllow-mem- 
bers in Chriſt Jeſus? | e#iia'd 
Ahl my Chriſtian ones men tad 
So ſy not only in their ordinary 
occupations, but frequently even in thoſe 
actions which are conſidered as virtues. 
They come to the temple of God, appa- _ 
rently, to pay 1 their homage to his Divine 
Majeſty ; and, behold! even while the © 
Lamb of God is immolated on our altars, 
and angels ſtand trembling-round, they, 
worms of the earth, place themſelves in 
the moſt conſpicuous ſituations, that they 
may draw attention to their beauty, their 
_ dreſs, or ſome ſuch contemptible diſ- 
tinctions: they come to hear the word- 
of God, the oracles of eternal wiſdom, 
prompted chiefly by an idle curiofity, or 
a viſh to be pleaſed with the flowers of 
oratory; and the graces of diction ; and LO 
ſo evidently do they maniſeſt this tobe 
| their leading object, that, | alas! |the 73 
Preachers of the Goſpel are trongly BN 
pied, cloſe in with. the corruption = | 
51 ale bearers, and frequently ſtudy 
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more to give them pleaſure, and obtain 
their applauſe, than to bringt them to a 
ſenſe of the diſtreſſed condition of their 
ſouls. © Great God! eternal ſource of 
every excellence, thou, indeed, art lit- 
tle regarded! I tremble for you, my bre- 
thren, and I tremble for myſelf, unleſs 
from this moment we diveſt ourſelves of 
every other intention, but that of por 
1 the Divine wil. 
Remember that, in ſpite of our cor- 
ruption, the will of. God muſt be done; 
his name muſt and will be glorified ; he 
made all things for his own glory; and, 
being SuGpotene, none ſhall reſiſt him 
and ſueceed. But he hath given to us a 
free will, a power of chooſing for our- 
| ſelves; and he wiſhes us to make him a 
intary ſacrifice of that glory, of which 
none can deprive him. If we refuſe 
this, he will ſtill be honoured: his juſtice 
will ſhine forth, no leſs gloribus to him, 
in 'our eternal deſtruction, than bis 
merey i in our everlaſting felicity. But 


; e We Out ue? to him that which 1 is | 
mis 
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ſhine upon us; then ſhall we meet with 


every tender | effuſion of his love and- 


bounty. If glory be given to God in 
the higheſt, then peace, a true, ſolid» 
everlaſting peace, muſt be the portion 
allotted to men of good-will.— And this 
brings me to the conſideration of ſome 
of the advantages which are -dexiyed 
from, purity of intention. ff 
II. Bya pure intention, ail our Ane 
are dignified and ennobled. It would 
be mean, it would be pitiful, far beneath 
the dignity of our immortal ſouls, to em- 
ploy their excellent faculties in the mere 
purſuit-of earthly ſatisfactions; in catch- 
ing at the uncertain breath of human 
applauſe ; in amaſſing periſhable riches; 
in indulging groveling pleaſures. We 


were made for far more noble purpoſes: tr: 


our mind was formed for the contempla- 


tion of infinite wiſdom ;- our affections 


_ vere enkindled in our hearts, that they 
might ever tend upwards to an union 


1 3 ; lence. 


his, then will the light of his countenance | 


with the ſource of all beauty and excel- 


* 
— 


lence. Theſe are the proper and diſtin- 
guifhing employments of immortal 
beings; and theſe are attended to by 
purity of intention: it unites us to the 
ſociety of the eeleſtial ſpirits, who are 
ever abforbed in God, and raviſhed with 
his inexpreflible perfeQions: it begins 
that work, which we hope will be our oc- 
eupation for eternity, in the company of 
all that is wiſe, great, good, and bappy. 
The ſame purity of intention ftamps a a 
merit and a value upon every, even the 
moi inſi gnificant actions of our lives: by 
it, each moment of time may be made 
the purchaſe of a new degree of glory 
in the kingdom of Ohriſt. The works 
of men, who aft ſor the gratification of 


2 


vanity, or merely with a view to any 
thing temporal, will paſs away together 
with their mortal lives, or ſubſiſt only to 
| the increaſe of their confufion and dif- 
treſs in a future life: but works directed 
to the glory of our Creator; though done 
in time, ſhall ſubfiſt when time is no 
n and be recorded in the Wen of 
lile | 
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life with characters that ſhall never be 
effaced. Alas! how many men labour 

and fatigue themſelves, day after day, 
in the cloſeſt application to the duties of 
, their calling, and with all their induſtry _ 
and care do nothing, becauſe they do 
nothing for God and eternity? The 
Royal Prophet compares them to men in 
a dream, who ſeem to themſelves to lay 
deep deſigns, to tranſadt much buſineſe, 
to do great things, becauſo they are in 
great agitation; and when they awake, 
| | they diſcover that all was a flattering illu- 
ſion. They haue ſiept their ſleep, and, have 
1 nothing in their hands. (Pſ. Ixxv.) 
Ohl do not ſuffer your agions thus to 
vaniſh away like a-ſhadow, and leave vou 
deſtitute of all comfort and ſupport, in 
the awful hour of diſſolution, when you 
vill moſt need conſolation. You eſpe- 
- cially, whoſe: circumſtances oblige you 
to a conſtant round of trouble and la- 
bour for gaining a neceſſary ſubſiſtence 
to yourſelves and your families, do not 4 
laffer all. this labour to be loſt, when mm: 
| 0 4. bave. | 
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have! it in your power to reap the fruits 
of i it for. ever in immortal blifs. 
- Beſides, my brethren; how ſweet it 
un be to labour, with a conviction that 
We are working under the eye of a lov- 
ing and tender maſter, who cannot for- 
get our fervices, nor difregard our en- 
deavours; but, who, when the great day 
of retribution ſhall arrive, will compen- 
fate our labours beyond all our poſſible 
wiſhes or conceptions! How delightful 
too is the reflection, that we are ſure our 


endeavours and deſigns can never be 


diſappointed! The man whopurely ſeeks 
to do the will of God, knows not, pro- 
perly (peaking, what a croſs or misfor- 
tune is. The deſigns he forms may be 
Fruſtrated: his labour, inſtead of pro- 
ducing the fruits which it promiſed, may 
terminate in ficknels, in poverty and 
ER affliction; ſtill he is not diſconcerted: he 
did not act principally for thoſe fruits and 
advantages; he acted to pleaſe God; 
and whatever be the event of his actions, 
which i is not at his n he has pleaſed 
9 155 : | 60 


God—he has. done the vill of God. 
That thought difpels from his mind every 
cloud of uneaſineſs and dejection. Such 
a man is happy, my brethren, as far as 
happineſs is compatible with this imper- 
fect ſtate: joy and ſerenity gild his days: 
his life is a | perpetual ſunſhine of con- 
tent and peace; and, at the cloſe of it he 
can look forward into eternity, without 
diſmay, confident that, as he has lived for 
God, he dies for God alſo, and that bis- 
departing ſpirit will be carried to the 
boſom of Abraham, the abode of true 


and everlaſting felicity. 4 
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SE RMON- XIII. 


" SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE, 
1 EFITHAN V. 


On the Beginninge and Progrefs'o of the Lose 
rations of Divine Grace on Sond. of fMen. ' 
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.* he hee of "a 15 lle to a grain pes : 
.  muſtard-feed, which a man took and 


| fowed i in has feeld : wick indeed is the | 


leaſt / all feeds; but when-it is grown 
wp, it is greater tan any herbs, and 
| becometh a tree, ſo that the birds of the 
air come and dwell in. the branches 


thereof. Mat. xii, 3% . 


1 parable of the > grain of mais. 

feed, which the Church has pointed out 
to her children as the particular ſubje& | 
of their conſideration on this ſunday, 
LY gives us a familiar, but Juſt image of 


7 


„ 
tlie circumſtances which nf the foun- 
dation and propagation: of the kingdom 
of God; whether by that kingdom es 
underſtood the multitude of the diſciples 
of jeſus, united: together in one vifible 
ſociety upon earth; or the kingdom of 
Divine grace, which the Almighty eſta- 
bliſhes in the hearts of thoſe who co- 
operate with his bounty, and yield them- 
ſelves up to his dominion. 
Io either of theſe kingdoms the pa- 
rable may juſtly be applied. It is admi- 
rably deſcriptive of the humble origin. 
and ſubſequent progreſs of the Church 
of Chriſt from its firſt-eſtabliſhment, till 
it extended its power over the moſt en- 
Ughtened nations of the earth. The 
religion of Jeſus was in the beginning 
truly like à gram of muſtard feed : it 
eee ſmall, mean, and eee 
to the judgement of human wildom, and 
in the eyes of the great ones of the earth. 
A few poor, vulgar, illiterate fiſhermen, 
deſtitute of almoſt every. qualification | 
chat could make them reſpectable to 
ne CS © mankind, | 


d 1 
mankind, undertook. to perſuade the 
whole world to embrace doctrines di- 
realy oppoſite to every received opinion | 
among men. Never did undertaking 

e more il. concerted, or, een 8 


—— 


likely te to ee wah you; never ny 
. undertaking crowned with more glorious. 
ſucceſs. The ſmall and almoſt imper- 
F ceptible ſeed, . which the Apoſtles ſcat- 
tered over the land, foſtered by the ſpe- 
cial care and protection of heaven, 
: quickly grew up into a large and ſtately A 
tree, ; ſo that the princes and nations of 
the earth were proud to dwell in its 
branches, to be nouriſhed by i its Sas, I 
1 repoſe under its ſhade. 
But, having' thus appli ed the . . 
in a few words, to the viſible. kingdom 


-of Chriſt, I ſhall in this. diſeourſe con- 7 


5 ſider, in what manner it is applicable to I 


+ . 3 kingdom of Divine grace, in the 


| ſouls of men. Indeed the empirewhich 1 
> . the Almighty eſtabliſhes by his grace in 
me e of his. faithful: ſervants, is 

e „ intimately 


| 8 connected with the eſtabliſk- 
| ment of his viſible church; ſince one 
part, and the moſt. eſſential, the moſt 
noble and excellent. portion of this 
church, are thoſe fouls in whom. God 
| reigns and whom he governs, and holds 
in perfect obedience to his holy will: nor 
will it any way profit us to have been 

. exteriorly united to the ſociety of God's 
elett, unleſs we be of their happy num- 
ber: if ſeparated from them, alas! 55 
vould have been better for us never to 

. have known Chriſt Jeſus. _ FEW ER 

| That you may obſerve, therefore, by 
what means Divine grace generally takes 
> poſſeſſion of the ſouls. of men; that you 


may know the time of your viſitation, 
and be excited to lay hold on the pro- 7 


ſered bounties of your | Redeemer , . 
applying the parable of this day: 8 
Goſpel, to. the kingdom of heaven in 
the ſoul of a Chriſtian, [ will ſhow yeu, 


firſt, from what mall beginnings the = 


_ operations of. the grace of. Jeſus on the 
. human heart are e increaſed; till 
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We Goten becbme fbi ecbed 16 es 
dominion: ſecondly, of what importance 
to our future happineſs it muſt conſe-- 
- quently be, to cheriſſi the firſt impreſ- 
ſions of grace, by a faithful correſpon- 
dence with them on our parts. Thie 
ſubjett muſt prove inſtruttive and bene- 
ficial, if it. meet with a ſerious and be- 
| coming attention. 27 
The Almighty. could: if he epic by i 
darting only one ray of celeſtial wiſdom 
upon the ſoul of a ſinner, enligbten, 
ſtrike, ſubdue, and triumph over his 
heart. By one ſtroke of mercy, he 
ä could cruſh the moſt ungovernable and ; 
furious paſſions; break the force of the 
moſt inveterate habits; ſoften the hardeſt. 
| hearts into tears of compunRion ; and: 
change the moſt perverſe and abandoned 
of finners into great and eminent ſaints. 
Tue voice of the Lord is in Power.. The | 
voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars : ea, 
tie Lord ſhall breakthe cedars of Libanus. 
(Pf. xxviii.) He can, in one inſtant, . 
Err to the * all che n Pride 
1 | of: - 
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of the” bunt heart, add: hold ir in 
chains at his feet. He can do this, my . 
brethren, he has done it. The heart of 
mam is in his hands; he difpoſes of it 
according to his pleaſure; and none ſhalt 
| reſiſt his will. 
Blut this is not the Shy conthiith 
of his Providence. He does not uſually. 
bear down all oppofition from our paf-- 
Hons, by a torrent of powerful graces, 
and almoft irreſiſtible impreſſions: but 
he chooſes rather ta advance gradnally- | 
in his operations- on the human heart, 
and to continue and increafe them in 
proportion to the care we take in cor-- 
reſponding with what he has already 
done. At firſt; a fainter light is diffaſed. 
over the finner's mind, which, hougg 
ſeemingly unequal to the diſpelling of „ 
thoſe elouds of error and paffion witüů 
Wich it enters into conteſt; becomes 
Z progreſſively more and more bright. 
Hence the fimilitude of the grain of 
muſtard-ſeed, which, being almoſt im- 
N when: ſown, fhoots up by 
1 degrees 


1 1 

degrees into a comely tree, accurately 
expreſſes the beginnings, the progreſs, 
| and final perfection of virtue in the ſer- 
vants of God. The ſeeds of virtue, 
which are ſown i in the heart by his Di- : 
vine Spirit, at firſt are ſo ſmall, that, 
without much attention on our part, they 


may be ſcarcely perceived; but, if care- 


fully preſerved and foſtered by a due 
exertion of our own powers, they quickly 
ſpring up, and continue to ſpread them- 
ſelves over the whole body of our actions, 
till, ſome new perfection daily budding 
l and contributing to the ornamentand 
: happineſs. of our being, we grow. up unto 
tlie meaſure of the age of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 
This conduct of divine Providence in 
the diſtribution of ſuper-natural graces | 
to mankind, is ſuited to our natural con- 
dition and exigencies. God co-operates 
With all his creatures, in a manner pro- 
portioned to the poyers and faculties 
with which he bath endowed their being. | 


The inanimate creation he compels to 
| aft according to 1 avs, but, 


G „ 


* 


OH K 3 y 


as man is by! nature a free- agent, poſſeſſed 


N ſelf-determining principle, a prin- 
ciple of merit, it is but juſt that he uſe 
his liberty in co-operating with the Pi- 
vine power and goodneſs, for the attain- 
ment of his own felicity: therefore it is 


ſo ordained, that our correſpondence 


vich the firſt grace we receive, ſhall pre- 


pare the way for another, and more 
powerful | grace and ſo on, till our cor- 


rupt paſſions be entirely ſubdued, and 
we put on the new man, who, according to 
God, is created in Juſtice and holineſs of truth. 


One of the moſt general means which 
the Almighty makes uſe of for drawing 
men to his ſervice; is that uneaſineſs and 
pain, which torments the finner after 
every violation of the divine law; that 
anguiſh of heart, which empoiſons the 
enjoyment he expected from bis tranſ- 
greſſion. This interior anguiſh is called 
remorſe of conſcience; and is excited in 
every heart by the goodneſs Of a God 


ſolicitous to promote our intereſts and 
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bappineſs. The cries of a n 
conſcience are heard by all the people of 
the earth; by the rudeſt and moſt bar- 
barous tribes of men, and by the moſt 
polite and cultivated nations. Remorſe 
of conſcience follows the voluptuous | 
man to his ſcenes of gaiety and joy, and 
embitters thoſe draughis of pleafure 
which he takes off with ſo much appa- 
rent delight: it aſcends with the ambi- 
tous to the height of his honours ; and 
though multitudes bend before him, and 
with fulfome adulation proclaim and ex- 
tol his greatneſs, conſcience reproaches 
him with the baſeneſs of his heart, and 
humbles him in his own eyes, as low as 
the meaneſt of mortals. The pretended 
"Infidel, who with exulting inſolence 
affects in public to deſpiſe religion, and 
laẽghs at all that is held moſt ſacred, 


N feels, when in retirement, and no longer 


; ſupported by his / vanity, 1 the ſharpeſt 
_ Rings of remorſe: there his conſcience: 


haunts him like a horrid fpeare ;-and he 
tremhles and turns pale at every ſound 
8 5 e BE: | 
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ie hears, from the apprehenſion that * 
may bring with it ſome avenging judge- 
ment from that eternal Being, whom he 
injures and. blaſphemes. This warning 
voice from heaven, which ſpeaks in the 
heart of every ſinner, will, if liſtened to 
with ſerious attention, be quickly follow- 
ed by other graces: whereas, if in the 
beginning he {light or diſregard it; if he 
ſeek by diſſipation to rid himſelf of its 
importunity, or drown its cries in jolity, 
merriment and riot; he may at length 
render his heart ſo dbdurate, as ſcarcely 
to feel any of the anguiſh which con- 
ſcience fhould create, and ſo darken his. 
underftanding, that even a momentary | 
gleam of truth will. . ever again. 
break in upon his mind. 1 % 
Frequentiy alſo the firſt - graces of 39 
beaven, by which the ſinner is viſited, 
come to him diſguifed under the form of 
worldly afflictions, croſſes, and misfor-. 
tunes. It often happens, for example, 
that a man engaged in carrying on a pro- 


stable buſineſs or commerce. becomes. 
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in the full career of ſucceſs, 10 wholly 


immerſed in earthly concerns, ſo wedded 
to temporal intereſts, as to forget that he 


has not here a permanent dwelling-place, 
to loſe ſight of the good things of eter- 
nity, and confine his views and hopes 


within the narrow circle” of this mortal 
life. At length, however, by an unlook- 


ed- for concurrence of untoward circum- 


ſtances, his affairs wear a more unplea- 
fant aſpe@; his trade by degrees is turn- 
ed into another channel; loſſes and miſe 


fortunes ſucceed each: other, and in the 
end involve him in ruin. His condition 
appears lamentable: but the day may 


| -ſhortly arrive when he will clearly diſ- 


cover, that theſe misfortunes were the 


he greateſt bleſſings he could have prayed 
for in his warmeſt wiſhes for his on hap- 


pineſs; when he will kifs the iron rod 


which chaſtiſed him, and bleſs the mer- 

cCies of that God who: kindly, though vio- 
lently, tore from his enjoyment thoſe ob- 

jekts which he would otherwiſe have 

loved. to his eternal — en 


10 1 
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In like manner, a ſevere fit * fete 
that undermines that ſtrength and vigour 
which is proſtituted to unworthy and eri- 
minal purpoſes, removes us from the 
occaſions of fin, disfigures that periſn- 
able beauty which alone is idolized, de- 

ſtroys thoſe charms which are diſplayed 
in a mode ſo fatal to the innocence of 
others; or the death of an intimate 
friend whom ve ſought to oblige and 
gratify at the expence of conſcience and 
virtue: theſe, and a thouſand ſuch acci- 
dents, which men deem misfortunes, are 
ſo many calls from che Divine mercy, that 
invites us to break, and even breaks for 
us thoſe criminal chains which bind us 
down to the earth, at a lamentable diſ- 
tance from our laſt end, our en 
good, and true happineſs. | 
Many other are the lin by which | 
the Almighty communicates his firſt 
graces: to enumerate them all is not ne- 
ceſſary, and would not indeed be poſſi- 
5 ble. He even makes every thing we 


behold 0 
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betas entextioriation to OV OY 5 
and goodneſs. When we behold. a fune- 
ral proceſſion paſs before us, the i image of 
death inſpires a ſtilineſs of thought, are- 
membrance and dreatl of diſſolution, and 
warns us to labour to ſecure for ourſelves 


a proſperous paſſage from time to eter= 


nity. The rapid ſucceſſions of mornings 
and evenings remind us continually, that 
we are haſtening on towards that laſt 
day of our lives, which for us begins 
eternity; that awful moment, When only 
virtue can ſupport and conſole our trem- 
bling hopes. Every good action we ſee 
others Oy attracts our eſteem, and 
invites us to an imitation of it; every 
zious book we look into, every, exhor- 
tation to virtue which 1 is addreſſed to us, 
is employed by our Redeemer as an in- 
ſtrument to draw us to his love. 56 
not imagine that theſe things are the ef- 
ſet of chance: no that Providence 
which extends from one limit of the 
creation to the othee? — all things 
55 with 
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with ſweetneſs and x power, to 5 compel us, 
as far as is conſiſtent with the nature of 
free agents, to enter on that virtuous 
courſe which terminates in true felicity. 
His mercies have this day aſſembled us 


here together, that contemplating the 
operations of his graces, and ſeeing the 


* infinite importance of attending to his 
firſt good motions and inſpirations, we 
might be admoniſhed ſo to treaſure up 


the ſmall, and almoſt imperceptible dews 


which fall from heaven upon our ſouls, 


that they may become a fountain ſpring- 
ing up unto lie everlaſting. 


III. My brethren, coke: ee 5 
4 have frequently defcefided on your 


fouls: the ſeeds of grace have been ſown 


in your hearis : you have often found : 
_ yourſelves: interiorly excited to quit the 
ways of iniquity and deſtruction, to la- 
bdur to ſubdue your vicious inclinations, 
and to walk hereafter in newneſs of life. 


But have you yet cheriſhed theſe firſt 


imp: eſlions ? Have you ſuffered theſe 
_ A e good 
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- aa; Grads. to ſink deep into your Wals, 
and take root there? Hitherto, perhaps, 
continual diſſipation has carried off your 
mind from any the leaſt attention to 


them: perhaps, the cares and ſolicitudes 


of che world have choaked them up, and 
prevented them from ſpreading in your 
hearts. Perhaps, eager in the purſuit of 
| ſenſual pleaſures, you have found no 
leiſure to obſerve what paſſes within your- 
felves. | Oh! Chriſtian, brother, think 
what you are doing. Whither are you 
hurried by inconſiderate levity, or im- 

petuous paſſion? You art converting 
thoſe graces which Jeſus purchaſed for 
you with his precious blood, thoſe graces 
which flow from the boundleſs ocean of 
dis mercy and love, into ſo many occa- 


fions of new crimes; you are making 


them the OATH: of en ernst 


At eas this baſe in; nd this "I . 
i abuſe of God's favours, that brought 


reden e on + the Jeviſh people, and 
cauſed 


Fad 
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voaked your Redeemer to ec ted 
over the miſerible fate of Jeruſalem, 
once the favourite city of God, but now 
doomed to deſtruction, for want of cor- 
pions range his iced” Ab! 1 1 


* e every „ You] which like Je- 
ruſalem, was formed to be the dwelling- 
place of the Moſt High, and yet refuſts 
to receive him. Methinks 1 hear him 
tenderly” expoſtulate with you, as he 
once did with that devoted city: 0. 


uſalem, Jeruſalem, "thou thut hilt the 


prophets, and tone t them that are ſent unto 
thee, how often would 1 have gathered to 


' gether thy children, as the hen” gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and thou 


wouldeſt not ! Behold, your houſe ſhall We - 
teft to you. deſolate. (Mat. xxiii. * Tf thou 
hadſt known, and that in "this thy day, the 


things that are for thy pec e But now they 


» are hidden from thine” eyes. For the days 


Mall come upon the,” and thy enemies ſhall 


Caſts trench about thee; und compaſs tire 
1 round, and a ear on every Rae, and 


— 


* 


3 8 the Xime of thy viſitation ir 
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beat thee fatto the.ground, e 
2 in thee ; — not leave in 


(Luke xix.) Ves, Chr ſoul, af thou 
hadſt knen in thy dn. when green and 
mercy were offered thee, the things 
are for thy peace; if chen -badſt mot 
_ _ inſenſible to all any ;goodnely, 
ahile 1 ſought-to;give thee true peace, 
unalterable content and zepoſe; thy 
pa been ſeeured. But 
the days ſhall come upon thee, days 
no eee, ſmiling with ſweetneſs and 
love; but days of calamity and miſery. 
Every evil ſhall ruſh in togdther upon 
thee; becauſe chou haſt e ume 
of thy wgfulation. 
Po not latter yourſelvas „y . 
| Hou that; af ou no reſuſe to S 
operate with the graces of God, thay 


5 Will. be hareafter at ꝓour diſpoſal, when- 


ever you may with to have recourſe to 
. Conſider, for a moment, uhat it 
s youare truſting to. You enpett that 


future time will he allowed y Qu,.mwhich 


| ow 3 
v may atone. for your offences, and 


vork out your falvation. - And from 
whom: muſt you expect it? From that 
Being who has given you all the time 
you fo ungrate fully abuſe; who has pre- 
ferved your life till this moment, that 
vom might employ it in ſanctifying your 
als, white you have fpent it in acdc „g 0 
duily te the multirude of your iniquities. | 
Fet you expect, that this God, to'whony 
ye daily offer new injuries: whom y 
are reſolved to continue to inſult, as 
long as it may ſuit the gratification» of 
your corrupt inclinations —youw expett, 
that notwithſtanding you each moment 
provoke him to- break the thread of your 
hie, which he holds in his hand, and fuf-- 
fer you to fall into the abyſs of perdition, 
which is open to receive you; you ex- 
pet he will ſtill preſerve your life, will 
grant you ſtill more time to deride bis 
mereies, and then time for repentance. 
Great God! was ever hope ſo glaringly 
abſurd? Surely, every fpark of reaſon 
— muſt be a inthat mind, which 
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can a build on ſuch, greſumptuous and md 
expedtations. i 
But, put the caſe that your life be, ay 
longed. Certainly the more you accu- 
mulate your crimes, the greater grace 
you ſtand in need of for your conver- 
Gon, while you are more and more un- 
worthy of it. A miracle of Divine grace 
is requiſite for- changing the heart of an 
| habitual ſinner: and you make your- 
ſelves unworthy of the leaſt of thoſe 
| graces, which God can beſtow, Still, 
vou expect this powerful grace; and the 
xpettation gives you ſecurity. Pre- 
ſumptuous wretch! do you think then 
that God will be thus derided and 
mocked? Have you forgotten the- terri- 
ble reply which he made to the Phari- L 
ſees? I go my way, ſaid he, and you ſhall | 
feel me, and you ſhall. die in your fin. M- 


ther 1 go, you cannot come. (Jo. vii.) Ohl is 7 


there one ſinner that flights the graces o 
jeſus, who has a right to expe a treat- 
ment more merciful? Is there one that 


has at . reaſon. to . Ae in. 
5. 3-4 5 1 | 55 che 
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the hour of tribulation, when; hethalk 
ſeek Jeſus, the Lord will turn a deaf ea. 
to his cries, and ſuffer him to die in his 4 
fins? Far be it from me to preach adoc-. 
trine capable of driving, men. to deſpair 5 1 
of God's mercies!: I know, his mercies 
are unbounded; but know, and I 
would have the ſinner be thoroughly 1 
ſenſible, that his juſtice is infinite like. 
wiſe, I know that this ſentence of St. 
Paul i is as true as it ſhould be dreadſul 1 
to thoſe who receive graces in „ 
The. earth, gays this inſpired Apoſtle, „ 
that drinketh an the rain which. cometh, TM 


| often upon it, and, bringeth forth herbs.meet; 3 
for thoſe by whom it is tilled, receiveth 4E | 1 
ing from God: but that which. bringeth. {> 
forth thorns, and briars is rejected, and . 
very near to 4 609k abet . is to be : + Fl 

| As. lg „ | 1 
ac het, continues is Apoltle, 85 3 „ £ 
5 Waere we truſt better things of vou, and 1 
nearer to ſalvation, though we thus. ſpeak. 5 5 | 1 

5 And we deſire that you become not flothful, . 
ED ba pin of f them who through faith ang 
2 8 | Halience _ | I 
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no more have ſhone fo fully on his mind. 
Jeſus was paſſing by, and perhaps would 


tl 


| fatience ſhall inherit the Promiſes. (Heb: - 


vi.) Riſe therefore now, without longer 
delay, and obey The calls of heaven: 
imitate the conduct of St. Matthew, 


vhom Jeſus paſſing along ſaw fitting in 
the cuſtom- houſe, and faid to bim , follow 
me. (Mat. Fx.) If this man had'reaſoned! 
Veh Rantelf agreeably to the maxi | 


_ worldly prudence: if ke had faid within 


@ firnation in whiely I gan a comfortable 
- fub6Renee, that F may follow this call 


_ khimfelf, How ear T think of ſaerifieing 


of fefas, in hort virtue appears artend- 


eck by nothing hut poverty and bum 
Ratten At leaſt, F muff firſt lay mp @ 
competence; and ther F can liflen to 


_ this invitation: — had he reafoned chers; 


perhaps the light of Divine grace wonle = | 


paſs that way no more: bet, happily for 


- Matthew, he way not ſo fooliſh as to. | 
bet flip the preſent occafion ; he rofe u 
and. followed him + ecken _ 
itation of his Sa- 


viour 5 
p | 4, 


"Wie" to the firſt im 


_ thappilyexperier 


4 6b 


viour was * with were abundast. 
| graces. - Yourknow hat followed: he 


became iam illuſtrious Apaſtle, ar Gong 
Aar of the Church of Chriſt, a glorious 
5 —— ended alliſe bei with virtues | 


merits, by giuing chimiſalf up a mar- 
victim to idivine:lave. „„ 
Behold then, now my brethren, :after 


we have been ſo often called, Jeſus again 

| paſſes by: he invites us this day to fol. 

low him. Come, then, we will haſten to 

obey his voice; and cheriſhing the grace 

- which he now imparts to us, we ſhall. 

ce in ourſelves how apt- 

Ay its effects ard repreſented, as well by 

the other properties of the grain of muſ- 
.tard-ſeed, as by the ſmallneſs of its ſize. 
W e ſhall experience its power in drawv- | 

a ing tears of contrition from our eyes; in 


Warming aur affeQtions for heavenly 


things; in giving us a reliſh and an ap- 
ED petite for virtue, a hunger and thirſt after 
juſtice. We ſhall ſee it gradually fpread = 
itſelf over all our thoughts, actions, and 

5 words, and een like a tree which "a 
| | Montes 4 


— * * 
FRO { 4 0 
. £ wy, 1 ed > . 


2 — 
1 , goth 3 
2 ay © A RE; 6 
* * FR. in 


e * 4x 


i 


f 
> ; N * . 
© La, pi Yoga 0s. oP Ie gs ee: r90 red Ir 2 
Y 1 * * = « © 7 A 


© of 


— wN — =o n_ - 
—C_ 
o 
k * 
. ; 
C 0 


2 * 9 
* N 9 * 
* 1933 
. : 4 bk Sad % + 
$4.58” 


| ieee near then running waters, which hat | 
bring forth its fruit in due ſeaſon ; a tree 
Joaden with the fruits of juſtice and 

A andtity, watered here with the dews from 
above, and then tranſplanted in the hea- 
venly Paradiſe, where its leaf ſhall not 

fall off, and it ſhall Houriſh f NN 
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